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cent. Although Iraq is clearly
the main beneficiary, over 70
percent of the flow of the
Euphrates and Tigris originate
in Turkey. with the remaining
30 percent from sources in
Syria. This gives Turkey the

opporlunity for control of a

key resource on which the
two other countries are very
dependent.

The three governments have reached

agreements to divide the water equita-
bly. A 1987 protocol between Turkey
and Syria guarantees a minimum flow
for the Euphrates river, and an Iraqi-
Syrian treaty splits the rest 58 percent
to 42 percent The rivers' flows fluctu-
ate widely, from year-to-year and
season-to-season, sometimes leading to
tension in the dry summer months.

Relations have deteriorated since 1989

when the South-Eastern Anatolia Proj ect,

or GAP as it is known by its Turkish

ByAmaury Laporte

Jraqi civrlians caught up in
Iwar faced a shorl-term wa-
ter shortage which U.S. and
British troops were prepared to
ease with water deliveries.
However, long-term disputes
over water rights could become

a critical factor in the region's
search for stability.

Measured as available fresh water per

capita, four of the five poorest coun-
tries in the world can be found in the

Arabic peninsula - Kuwait, the Gaza

Strip, the United Arab Emirates and

Qatar. Prime trigger points are the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers, which flow
through three countries, Iraq, Syria and

Turkey, and which supply the vast agri-
cultural fields of Mesopotamia with most
of their irrigation.

Iraq has used the lion's share of the riv-
ers' resources, 44 percent, with Tur-
key using 35 percent and Syria, 27 per-

acronym, was initiated. This huge en-

terprise will result in the construction
of 20 dams and 17 power plants that
should one day supply Turkey with over
half of its electricity. In addition, the plan
calls for a massive ten-fold increase of
current irrigation levels along the
Euphrates over the next decade. Tur-
key hopes this will give the area, which
is mostly home to impoverished Kurds,
a major boost. Turkey even insists that

by stabilizing the rivers' water flows,
GAP will benefit Syria and Iraq as well.

Syria and Iraq, however, are very wor-
ried that Turkey now has a major new

weapon at its disposal. In 1990, Turkey
practically stopped the Euphrates's flow
for a month in order to fill the Ataturk
dam's reservoir. This did not help dispel

concems of its neighbors.

Syria was parlicularly hard hit when its
Tabagah hydroelectric plant had to
severely curtail it operations, thus

(continued on Page 10)

ICBG Staff Memher Killed in Afghanistan
Criticisms Over the Lack of Media Coveruge

T) icardo Munsuia. a staff member of
-f(-tn" htematlonal Committee of the

Red Cross, was killed in the Uruzgan
province of Afghanistan on March 27.

Afghan colleagues who were traveling
with Munguia were able to escape.

The group was traveling to the town of
Tirin Kot on an assignment to improve
the town's water supply. According to
the ICRC, Munguia "was shot in cold
blood by a group ofunidentified assail-

ants who stopped the vehicles in which
the ICRC staff were traveling."

The Agency Coordinating Body for Af-
ghan Relief reports that the commander
who carried out the execution phoned

for instructions as to whether he should
kill all the ICRC staff or just the interna-

tional member. "Consequently our

heightened security concerns include
both national and international members
of staff," said ACBAR's advocacy
coordinator, Barbara Stapleton.

On the ground in Afghanistan, many
have questioned why the killing was not
widely reported by the intemational me-

dia until a rocket attack three days later
on the International Security Assistance
Force in Kabul.

"The lack of coverage by the intema-
tional media of the brutal murder of an

aid worker is alarming. Without such

coverage groups such as the one that
carried out this atrocity are being given
license to continue," said Aine Fay of
Concern Worldwide.

The incident is contributing to a grow-

ing sense of unease among NGOs in
Afghanistan, where the state of secu-

rity is deteriorating [see Monday Devel-
opments 'Aid Groups in Afghanistan
Wary of Iraq Impact",March 24,2003).

"The state of security in the south now
puts at risk our long-term development
projects as staff will be unable to travel
to monitor or oversee them," said Mercy
Corps' Diane Johnson, reflecting the

response of many agencies based in
Kandahar.

"After the promises made by the inter-
national community 'not to walk away

this time', it is deeply saddening that in-
cidents such as Ricardo's death have to

happen for the world to be alerted to the

fragility of the political situation in
Afghanistan todayl' stated ACBAR. I
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(continued fron page 6)

provoking power outages throughout the
country. And in 1991, the United Na-
tions discussed using the Ataturk dam
to pressure Iraq during the first Gulfwar.

The Iraqis insist that they have "acquired
rights" to the waters of the Euphrates

and Tigris, as they
have been using
them to irrigate
their fields for
many centuries.
The Syrians prefer
to talk about "in-

temational watercourses," which should
be "shared resources." In 1992 former
Turkish prime minister Suleyman Demirel
said that "the water resources are
Turkey's. The oil resources are theirs [the
Arabs']. We don't say we share their oil
resources; and they cannot say they share

our water resources."

The troubles over water rights have only

accentuated the in-
tense tensions al-
ready provoked by
other issues includ-
ing Turkey's alli-
ance with the West
and Israel and the

contentions over
the Kurdish minor-
ity in Turkey.

Although Syia and
Iraq have had their
own disputes, and
almost came to
blows over the
Euphrates River in
197 4,they decided
in 1998 to coordinate
garding Turkey.

The question of how to manage the
Euphrates and Tigris rivers is far from
resolved. What is sure is that the water
needs of all three countries are growing

Amaury Laporle is a writer for Monday
Developments.
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rapidly, while the

water flows are

not, and unforhr-
nately, much of
the available wa-
ter is already be-

ing squandered.

Along some
parts of the
Euphrates, much
of the land has

Water treatment equipment in northern lraq where become too saltv
pump and chlorination facilities have benefited because of ou"r_
several hundred thousand people. An estimated
500,000 metric tons of sewage is dischargect claity irrigation, and

into the Tigris ancl Euphratei rivers - triq's main thus unsuitable
sources of water. for agriculture.

Clearly, the first

their positions re-
priority would be to make better use of
this very precious resource, thus hope-
fully making a permanent settlement of
water rights' issues easier. r
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