Collioure
(Languedoc-Roussillon)

P R O F I L E

O F

F R A N C E

AREA
550,000 sq. km
France is the largest country in
Western Europe (representing
almost one fifth of the total area of
the European Union), and it has a vast
maritime zone (its exclusive economic
zone extends over 11 million sq. km).

RELIEF
◗ Plains cover two thirds of the total area
of France.
◗ Principal mountain ranges: the Alps (of
which the highest peak, Mont Blanc, rises to
4,807 meters, making it the highest mountain in
Western Europe), Pyrénées, Jura, Ardennes,
Massif Central and Vosges.
◗ Coastline: Bordered by four bodies of
water: the North Sea, the English Channel, the
Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea; France
has 5,500 km of coastline.

CLIMATE
Three types: Oceanic in the west
Mediterranean in the south
Continental in the center and east

ENVIRONMENT
◗
Chambord,
château of the
Loire (Centre region)

◗

Farms and forests cover 48 million
hectares, i.e. 82% of the total area of France.

Alpine valley above Bourg-Saint-Maurice
(Savoie, Rhône-Alpes region)

Nearly 30% of French territory is covered by forests, making France third in the European Union for its
amount of forestland, behind Sweden and Finland. Forested areas in France have doubled in the last 200
years and have expanded by 46% since 1945.

◗

France possesses 136 different kinds of trees—an exceptional diversity for a European country—and
wildlife numbers are on the rise: in 20 years, the deer population has doubled and the number of roe deer has
tripled.

In order to conserve and develop France's natural heritage, the government has established:

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

7 national parks,
136 nature reserves,
516 designated areas for protected species,
429 protected coastal areas,
France also has 37 regional nature parks covering more than 7% of the country.
€28.8 billion are allocated for the protection of the environment, equivalent to €480 per inhabitant. Three quarters of this goes toward wastewater management and waste disposal.
France is party to many international treaties and conventions concerning the environment,
among them U.N. agreements on climate, biodiversity and desertification.
More information at www.environnement.gouv.fr
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The Landes Forest (Aquitaine region)

Annecy (Haute-Savoie, Rhône-Alpes region)

Auvergne

DEMOGRAPHICS, ADMINISTRATION
Population= 62.4 million inhabitants (January 2005)
Density: 113 inhabitants per sq. km
France has 73 urban areas with over 100,000 inhabitants

The five largest are (population in 2002):
1. Paris
2. Lyon
3. Marseilles-Aix-en-Provence
4. Lille
5. Toulouse

11.2 million
1.7 million
1.5 million
1.2 million
1.0 million

Family holiday
(near Ajaccio,
Corsica)

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION
The French Republic comprises:

◗
◗
◗
◗
◗

Metropolitan France, divided into 22 regions and subdivided into 96 departments
Four overseas departments (DOM) : Guadeloupe, Martinique, Guyana (French Guiana) and Reunion
Four overseas collectivities: French Polynesia, Wallis and Futuna, Mayotte, St Pierre and Miquelon
One overseas territory: the French Southern and Antarctic Territories
One territory with special status: New Caledonia

More information at www.outre-mer.gouv.fr

Pont des Arts, seen from
the Ile de la Cité (Paris)

Saint-Martin-du-Canigou
Abbey (LanguedocRoussillon)
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Foreign Legion during the
Bastille Day (14 July) parade
on the Champs-Elysées (Paris)

I N S T I T U T I O N S
CONSTITUTION OF THE FIFTH REPUBLIC

The Constitution of October 4, 1958, provides the institutional basis for the Fifth Republic. It
has been amended several times: election of the President of the Republic by direct universal
suffrage (1962), incorporation of a new title defining the criminal liability of members of
Government (1993), establishment of a single parliamentary session, enlargement of the area of
application of the referendum (1995), transitional provisions relating to New Caledonia (1998), establishment of the European Economic and Monetary Union (1999), equal access of men and women to
elective offices and positions (1999), recognition of the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court
(1999), shortening of the presidential term of office from 7 to 5 years (2000) and shortening of the terms of
senators from 9 to 6 years (2003).

CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL
The Constitutional Council, composed of nine members, is responsible for overseeing the proper functioning of elections and for ruling on the constitutionality of
legislation submitted to it.
More information at www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
Ministry of
Justice, Place
Vendôme (Place)

The Head of State is elected for a five-year term by direct
universal suffrage. The five-year term was established following the referendum of September 24, 2000 (it was seven
years previously).

Palais de l’Elysée (official residence of the
President of the Republic) (Paris)

Jacques Chirac became the fifth president of the Fifth
Republic on May 7, 1995. He was re-elected on May 5, 2002.
The President of the Republic appoints the Prime
Minister and, on the latter's recommendation, appoints the
other members of the Government (Article 8 of the
Constitution).
He presides over the Council of Ministers, promulgates Acts of Parliament and is Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces. He may dissolve the National
Assembly and, in an emergency, exercise special powers (Article 16).
More information at www.elysee.fr

PRIME MINISTER
AND GOVERNMENT
Under the direction of the Prime Minister, the
government establishes and carries out national
policy for which it is accountable before
Parliament (Article 20).
The Prime Minister directs the government's operations and ensures the implementation of legislation (Article 21).
The current Prime Minister,
Dominique de Villepin, was
appointed on May 31, 2005.
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Secondary school pupils and
students’ pro-democracy
demonstration, between the two
rounds of the Presidential Election,
1 May 2002 (Paris)

More information at:

www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr

Hôtel de Matignon (official residence
of the Prime Minister) (Paris)

PARLIAMENT
Parliament is formed of two assemblies:

◗ The Senate, elected for a six-year term (it was a nine-year term before 2003) by indirect universal suffrage, with one half renewed every three years. The next election will take place in
September 2007.

◗ The National Assembly, whose members (deputies) are elected by direct universal suffrage for a
five-year term. The most recent general election was held in June 2002.
In addition to providing a check on the government, the two assemblies draw up and pass legislation. In
case of disagreement on a law, the National Assembly has the final say.
Institut de France
from the Pont des
Arts, at night
(Paris)

THE SENATE
The Senate has 331 senators divided into the following
groups since the September 2004 election :
COMMUNIST, REPUBLICAN
AND CITIZEN PARTY
INDEPENDENTS
SOCIALISTS

UNION FOR A
POPULAR MOVEMENT
23

97

152

National Assembly, the benches (Paris)

33

16

More information at www.senat.fr
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EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC AND
SOCIAL UNION

UNION FOR FRENCH
DEMOCRACY

Senate (Paris)

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
The National Assembly is comprised of 577 deputies divided into the following groups as of the general election of
June 9 and 16, 2002:
NOT REGISTERED IN A GROUP

COMMUNISTS AND
REPUBLICANS
22 13
SOCIALISTS

150

359

UNION FOR A POPULAR
MOVEMENT

31

UNION FOR FRENCH
DEMOCRACY

More information at

www.assemblee-nationale.fr

European
Parliament benches,
in the Louise Weiss
building,
Strasbourg
(Alsace)

Training at the local
sports ground, Eygalières
(Bouches-du-Rhône)
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I N S T I T U T I O N S

Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Quai d’Orsay
(Paris)

JUDICIAL SYSTEM
The "guardian of individual liberty" (Article 66 of the Constitution), the French legal system is organized on the basis of a fundamental distinction between ordinary courts, with jurisdiction over disputes
between private individuals or bodies, and administrative courts, with jurisdiction in all cases involving
some form of dispute between citizens and public authorities.
There are two types of courts :

Civil courts: Ordinary (regional court) or specialized (district courts, commercial courts, social security
courts and the conseils des prud'hommes for labor relations disputes between employees and employers).
Criminal courts, which distinguish three types of offence:
◗
◗
◗

Contraventions (petty offences), tried by police courts,
Délits (misdemeanors), tried by criminal courts,
Crimes (serious indictable offences) tried by the Assize Court (the only court with lay jurors).

There is a specific court for minors, the Youth Court, for both civil and criminal cases.
The highest judicial body is the Supreme Court of Appeal (Cour de Cassation), which is responsible for examining
appeals against the decrees of lower courts.
The Council of State (Conseil d'Etat) is the supreme administrative court and court of final appeal on the legality of administrative acts. The government also consults the Council of State on draft legislation and on some draft orders.
More information at www.justice.gouv.fr and www.conseil-etat.fr

NATIONAL ANTHEM AND MOTTO
The national anthem is the Marseillaise, composed in Strasbourg in 1792 and originally known as the Battle Hymn of the
Army of the Rhine; it became the national anthem on July 14, 1795.
The motto of the French Republic is "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity."

The French flag
In 1789, the Marquis de La Fayette added the color white, symbolizing royalty, to the red and blue cockade of the Paris
National Guard. The tricolor flag is the official standard of the French Republic.

NATIONAL DEFENSE
France, Peaceful but Not Pacifist
France, with no territorial ambitions or declared enemies, is a peaceful nation, but by no means a pacifist one. As one of the
five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, and as one of the world's few nuclear powers, it does not shirk its
international responsibilities. For historical, political as well as economic and cultural reasons, France more than ever needs
an easily adaptable, technologically advanced national defense in order to achieve its two-pronged defense objectives: the
protection of its vital interests and the preservation of a stable and peaceful global security framework. In pursuit of these
goals, the French armed forces are deeply involved in peace operations all over the world, making France, after the U.S.
and Britain, the country with the third highest number of soldiers deployed abroad.
Mirage 2000-5,
a fighter plane
displayed at the 1999
Bourget airshow

A Sophisticated Army
French President Jacques Chirac, who launched a major defense reform at the beginning of his term of office, continues to make national defense a priority. A five-year programming law enacted in 2002 breathed new life into France's
military budget. In 2004, the defense budget stood at €32.4 billion, or 2.01% of GDP and 11.42% of the national budget (making it the second largest item in the budget after education). The budget, including pensions, rose to €42.42
billion (or $51 billion) in 2005. The programming law's objective was to modernize the armed forces' equipment, but
also to complete a professionalization process begun in 1996. Air Force General Pascal Vinchon, who heads the
Embassy of France's military mission, emphasized that cooperation with allies will continue to be paramount,
explaining that "French military capabilities must retain their compatibility with our allies' instruments on the
technological and human levels to facilitate cooperation with them."
The French armed services already have state-of-the-art equipment in many fields, with their Rafale jets,
stealth Lafayette-class ships and nuclear attack submarines being in particular highly regarded. Indeed,
France accounts for about 15 percent of all military exports in the world, placing it among the defense
industry's top four nations. The Mirage fighter plane, for instance, is used in over 20 countries.
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Bastille Day (14 July): parade on
the Champs-Elysées (Paris)

The French government closely regulates French arms sales to ensure that weapons do not get
into the wrong hands, and most of France's clients are European countries, such as Spain,
which recently purchased 24 "Tigre" helicopters.

Like the U.S., France has been reviewing its defense strategy and adapting its arsenal to
better face the new military threats of today. In particular, the French government wants its
forces to improve their capacity to deploy quickly and go anywhere in the world. The government is also focusing on research and development. In 2003, the French air force was equipped
with new Scalp cruise missiles, which countries like the U.K. and Italy ordered as well.

A STRONG GLOBAL PRESENCE
For the last 30 years, France has engaged in numerous military missions throughout the world, in conjunction with its friends and allies. As a founding member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, created in 1949, France is today the second largest contributor of troops, after Germany, to the Alliance's operations. Currently, France has 33,500 troops deployed overseas. In the Balkans (Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo),
Africa (Côte d'Ivoire and Chad), and Afghanistan (as part of the International stabilization force), France
remains on the forefront of international military action in pursuit of a more stable world.
While remaining actively engaged in NATO, which is the basis of its collective defense, France believes that a
strong European Union strengthens the transatlantic alliance and offers additional options. The E.U. and NATO are
thus in no way rival organizations, but rather partners, cooperating efficiently and transparently. The recent success
of the E.U.'s mission in Bunia (Democratic Republic of the Congo) is a clear example of the European willingness to
act decisively and rapidly in crisis management. When NATO as a whole chooses not to intervene, the E.U. is now
able to exercise its responsibilities in peace making operations and in the fight against terrorism.

Charles de Gaulle
aircraft carrier
between a
La Fayette class
stealth frigate
and an American
aircraft carrier
during Operation
Enduring Freedom

FRENCH — U.S. MILITARY COOPERATION
The French and American armed forces share a deep common history. French Generals Lafayette and Rochambeau
provided key assistance to the Americans during the Revolutionary War and America offered unfailing support to
France in both world wars. Today, French-American military collaboration remains strong and extensive. General Jones,
commander of U.S. forces in Europe and NATO Supreme Allied commander in Europe, recently cited French forces as
possessing particularly "impressive capabilities across the whole spectrum of operations."
After the September 11 tragedy, France offered its military resources to aid the American-led military campaign in
Afghanistan (Operation Enduring Freedom). Since October 2001, French reconnaissance aircraft and air tankers have
contributed to the air campaign over Afghanistan, and France was the only country, along with the United States, to fly
bombing missions over Afghanistan in direct support of American ground troops. French forces were also quickly
deployed on the ground, with some 5,500 French soldiers sent to the region in total.
Today, 1,550 French troops are still deployed in Afghanistan as part of the International Stabilization Force, whose
duty is to maintain security at Kabul airport and its surroundings. French special forces under U.S. command are conducting combat operations against remaining Al-Qaeda and Taliban fighters. France, alongside the U.S. and the U.K.,
is also playing a significant role in training the new Afghan army, having already trained 7,000 men by January 2004.
The French navy continues to patrol the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, monitoring commercial sea-lanes, detecting and boarding suspicious vessels and escorting coalition boats.
France and America cooperate in many other spheres. The French armed forces have often taken a predominant role
in evacuation operations from politically tumultuous areas. In the Ivory Coast, France's recent intervention saved
2,700 lives, including 142 Americans, and in Liberia France evacuated 535 people, 133 of whom were American.
France participates in the proliferation security initiative to fight the spread of weapons of mass destruction. In addition, the French navy in the Caribbean offers a strong contribution to the fight against drug trafficking.

Footbridge over
the Saône opposite the Palais de
Justice (law
courts) in Lyon
(Rhône-Alpes
region)

On July 1, 2005, France took command of the new NATO Response Force (NRF) for six months. Created during
the Prague Summit in 2002, this joint interallied force is comprised of 20,000 men, including 6,000 from the Air
Force, and it can be deployed very quickly to intervene throughout the world. Its missions include the air evacuation of nationals, humanitarian actions, anti-terrorist operations, enforcing embargos and peacekeeping.
The French and American armed forces are longstanding and faithful partners in all the different challenges facing the world's security.

BREAKDOWN OF FRENCH TROOPS (2004)
◗ 165,521 in the army
◗ 68,610 in the air force
◗ 53,460 in the navy

◗ 100,721 in the national Gendarmerie
◗ 48,598 in the joint services (health, etc…).

Total: 436,910, including 356,632 military and 80,278 civilian.
More information at www.defense.gouv.fr

French exchange pilot Jean
BORJA in a U.S. Hercules
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F R E N C H

Market, Place du Capitole in
Toulouse (Midi-Pyrénées region)

S O C I E T Y

On January 1, 2005, metropolitan and overseas France had 62.4 million inhabitants, including
more than 4 million foreign residents of whom 1.5 million were European Union citizens. France
accounts for 13.1% of the European Union's population.
In the space of ten years, life expectancy has risen by three years for men (to 77 years) and two for
women (84 years).

POPULATION

EDUCATION (continued)
◗ Preschool, primary and secondary schools:

DEMOGRAPHIC SITUATION (2004)
◗ Births: 797,000. The fertility rate is 1.9

children per woman. The birth rate is: 13 ‰.

◗ Deaths : 518,100. Mortality rate: 9 ‰.
◗ Marriages: 266,300. Since the start of the
1990s, the number of married couples has
fallen while the number of unmarried couples has risen from 1.5 million in 1990 to
2.5 million—one couple in six today.

— 12,125,400 pupils.
— 746,220 teaching staff.
— 69,180 collèges and lycées (inc. 59,457 public schools).
Pupil/teacher ratio: 16.2 to 1.
Baccalaureat pass rate (2003): 80.1%.

◗ Higher education:
— 2,210,000 students.
— 74,094 teaching staff.
— 90 universities, 3,600 higher education establishments.
Student/teacher ratio: 29.8 to 1.

◗ Divorces : 125,175 (2003)

More information at www.education.gouv.fr

STRUCTURE OF HOUSEHOLDS (2003)
◗ 32.4 % Couples with at least one child
◗ 30.5 % Singles
◗ 27.9 % Couples without children
◗ 7.4 % Single-parent families
◗ 3.3 % Other non-family households

LABOR FORCE
France has a total labor force of some 27.1 million. Within
this category, 2.7 million, or 9.9% of the total labor force,
are job seekers (2004-2005). Thirteen million men and 11
million women are employed. 62% of the male population
and 49% of the female population are employed.

BREAKDOWN BY AGE (2005)
◗ 25.2 % Under 20 years
◗ 54.2 % 20 to 59 years
◗ 20.6 % 60 and over
◗ Average age: 39 years

More information at www.insee.fr

BREAKDOWN BY TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT (2003)
◗ 30.1 % Clerical, white-collar workers:
7.8 million
◗ 26.7 % Manual workers:
7.1 million
◗ 20.7 % Intermediate occupations:
5.8 million
◗ 13.9 % Managerial and professional:
3.7 million
◗ 5.7 % Self-employed craft tradesmen,

More information at www.insee.fr

RELIGIONS

Garden center
(Ile-de-France)

The French Republic is a secular state where all religious faiths and denominations are represented. It is
against the law for the government to ask a citizen
his or her religious affiliation, but unofficial estimates suggest the following breakdown:

◗ Roman Catholic :
◗ Muslim :
◗ Protestant :
◗ Jewish :
◗ Unaffiliated :

84 %
8%
2%
1%
5%

EDUCATION
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In 2003, education spending amounted to €103.6 billion, 6.9% of GDP
and 37.8% of the national budget. This represents €1,690 per
La Géode, Cité des Sciences et de
inhabitant and €6,500 per
l'Industrie (science and technology
pupil or student.
museum complex), La Villette (Paris)

shopkeepers, heads of businesses: 1.5 million
◗ 2.4 % Farmers, farm workers:
0.6 million
◗ 1.3 % Unemployed who’ve never worked: 0.3 million
(% of the total labor force)

STANDARD OF LIVING
Net average annual earnings:
€20,440 (2003).
Gross average household savings: €1,900
(16.1% of disposable income)

CONSUMPTION (% OF HOUSEHOLD SPENDING)
◗ 23.9 % Housing, electricity, heating
◗ 18.2 % Food, drink and tobacco
◗ 17.6 % Transport and communications
◗ 9.4 % Leisure and culture
◗ 6.2 % Household goods and maintenance
◗ 4.8 % Clothing
◗ 3.7 % Health
◗ 15.8 % Other goods and services
(restaurants, travel, etc.)

Primary school (Alsace)

LABOR FORCE

HEALTH

(continued)

EARNED INCOME
On July 1, 2003, the guaranteed monthly minimum wage
(SMIC—salaire minimum interprofessionnel de croissance) was
€1,090.48 gross for a working week of 35 hours at an an
hourly rate of €7.19

MEAN FISCAL ANNUAL SALARY
◗ Liberal professions:
◗ Executives, management staff:
◗ Technical and supervisory personnel:
◗ Farmers, farm workers:
◗ Other intermediate professions:
◗ Skilled workers:
◗ Clerical, white collar workers:
◗ Unskilled workers:

€70,126
€39,360
€21,190
€21,114
€20,000
€14,960
€14,850
€13,960

HOLIDAYS
Statutory paid vacation entitlement: 5 weeks a year.
Workers who take a holiday away from home: 69%

TRADE UNIONS
Approximately two million people in France—8% of the
working population—are union members, the lowest percentage in the European Union.
The main trade unions are:
◗ CGT (Confédération générale du travail),
◗ CFDT (Confédération démocratique du travail),
◗ FO (Force ouvrière),
◗ CFTC (Confédération française des travailleurs chrétiens)
◗ FSU (Fédération syndicale unitaire).

SOCIAL WELFARE
The French Social Security system was introduced in 1945.
In order to take into account new demographic trends, the
pension system underwent a major overhaul in July 2003.
Benefits are financed on a "pay as you go" basis.
67% of total social security spending (29% of GDP) comes
from employer and employee contributions and 20% from
taxes, including earmarked taxes such as the CSG
(Contribution sociale généralisée) or the CRDS (contribution
pour le remboursement de la dette sociale). Public financing
accounts for 13% of total resources.
Benefits break down as follows: pensions (49.2%), health
(27.2%), family allowances (12.8%) and employment aid
such as unemployment benefits, vocational training and
social integration (8.4%).
More informations at www.travail.gouv.fr

HEALTH
Health is a major concern of the French: in 2003, they
spent €147 billion on medical care and goods (75% of
this was covered by the social security system, with an
increasing proportion being met by households and
insurance companies. A major program of reform was

(continued)

instituted in 2004 to balance the
accounts of the health insurance
branch of the Social Security system.
More information at www.sante.gouv.fr

CULTURE AND LEISURE
The Ministry of Culture's budget for 2004
was €2.6 billion. Financing cultural activities
costs some €13 billion, half provided by the
State and half by local authorities.

Secondhand booksellers
on the banks of the
Seine (Paris)

On average, households spend €1,075 a year, i.e.
3.5% of their budget, on culture, leisure activities,
sports and games.
BOOKS
60,000 books are published every year—half are new
works and half are reprints. In 2002, 350 publishing
houses printed 401 million copies. Turnover in the publishing industry (2003): €2.8 billion.
NEWSPAPERS
30% of the French read a daily newspaper every day.
There are 10 national newspapers and 160 regional papers
(dailies and weeklies).
Total annual circulation: 2.3 billion.
Since the beginning of 2002, several free dailies are distributed in larger cities, including Metro in Paris which has
a readership of more than one million people.
PERIODICALS
Of the top 100 periodicals, six have a circulation of over
one million and eight print over 500,000 copies. 3.7 million people read at least one periodical every day.
With 1,354 copies sold for every 1,000 residents,
France ranks first in the world for magazine readership
TELEVISION
Watching television remains the favorite leisure
activity of the French, with an average of 3 hours 24
minutes viewed per person per day.
The French have access to over 180 television
channels:

◗ Four national public channels: France 2,

Louvre Museum (Paris)

France 3, Arte (a Franco-German cultural
channel) and France 5 (an educational
channel).

◗ Three national private channels: TF1,
M6 and Canal Plus (a paid-subscription
channel with 6.4 million subscribers in
France and 6.7 million abroad).
◗ Nearly 100 national and local
cable channels (3.7 million households are connected to a cable
network). 7.5% of households subscribe to specific
cable channels.

Fête de la musique (annual
street music festival) in the
Palais-Royal gardens (Paris)
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F R E N C H
"Bouchon Lyonnais", a typical restaurant
in old Lyon (Rhône-Alpes region)

TELEVISION (cont’d)

◗ Multichannel satellite packages

(Canal Satellite, TPS).

◗ TV5 and Canal France International
(CFI), constitute France's overseas television network.
More information at www.tv5.org

Radio France is the umbrella company for the
country's public service radio stations: France Inter,
France Info (24-hour news), France Culture, France
Bleu, France Musiques, FIP, and le Mouv.
The private sector encompasses mainstream stations
such as RTL (France's most popular radio station),
Europe 1 and Radio Monte Carlo, as well as a host of
music, special interest, community and regional stations
broadcasting on FM.
Radio France International (RFI), which has 45 million
listeners worldwide, RMC-Moyen Orient, which targets the
Middle-East, and Medi 1, which targets North African audiences, form France's overseas radio broadcasting network.
More information at www.rfi.fr

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
AND MULTIMEDIA
Computers are considered to be mainly a professional tool
and are used as such by 79% of the French. However, an
increasing proportion of French households—currently
standing at 43%—now own a computer.
The French have rapidly taken to the Internet as a new
way to access knowledge, with 17 million users throughout
schools, workplaces and homes. Thirty-three percent of
households have internet access.
Internet use in France has grown swiftly in a few years.
Every institution, media organization, government
department and company now has its own website, and
many offer sophisticated options (such as filing online
tax returns and address changes).
The most visited sites are portal sites, ISP websites
(such as France Telecom's Wanadoo) and service sites.

CINEMA
France, which invented the cinematograph in
1895, is still very active in the film industry. In
2004, 203 films were produced, placing France
second worldwide for film investment.
In 2002, French-language films attracted 41
million spectators in theaters outside
France. The United-States accounted for
14% of this total, and Europe (excluding
France) for two-thirds.
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MUSIC AND DANCE
France is home to some 11,300 dramatic artists and
dancers, 16,200 musicians and singers, 250 music, opera and
dance festivals, and 8,700 variety performers. In addition,
the number of amateur performers is increasing as formal
training in the performing arts spreads (more than 4,300
institutions specialize in music alone).

THEATER

RADIO

Assembly-line
worker at the
Peugeot car plant,
Poissy (Yvelines,
Ile-de-France
region)

S O C I E T Y

58.4% of the French population
goes to the cinema at least once a
year, and 34.6% at least once a
month. More information at:

Public Information Library (books, films,
Center (Paris)
slides, etc.), Pompidou Centre

www.cnc.fr

A total audience of 8 million is drawn to some 52,000 performances put on by theaters, national drama centers, other
subsidized playhouses and private theaters. Well-known
theaters can be found throughout France, and worldrenowned festivals such as Avignon also offer excellent performances. Over a thousand independent theater companies
have sprung up in recent years.

MUSEUMS AND MONUMENTS
Around 3,900 museums draw 90 million visitors each year.
The Louvre, the Chateau de Versailles, Beaubourg and the
Musée d'Orsay alone welcome 15 million people annually.
Most towns throughout the country have at least one museum.
In addition, more than 1,500 monuments are open to the
public attracting eight million visitors a year, the Eiffel
Tower being the most popular attraction with 6 million visitors a year. Moreover, some 48,000 buildings are classified as
historic monuments and are protected by the Ministry of
Culture.
More information at www.culture.gouv.fr

SPORTS
Participation in athletic activities has grown rapidly in
recent years. More than 14 million people are registered
with sports federations. Soccer and tennis have the largest
enrollments, but judo, pétanque, horse riding, badminton
and golf have also attracted large numbers of enthusiasts in
recent years. In addition, adventurous outdoor activities
such as mountain biking, hiking, climbing, hang-gliding and
canoeing are drawing increasing numbers of followers.
More information at www.jeunesse-sports.gouv.fr

CULTURAL FESTIVALS
The Internet Festival, Heritage Days, the Music Festival,
the literature festival "Lire en Fête," and Science Week are all
cultural events in which the French love to take part, and
their success grows with each year.

◗ On Heritage Days (journées du patrimoine), historic buildings (ministries, embassies, firms, banks…) which are usually closed to the public open their doors.
◗ The aim of Science Week is to inform the public about
new developments in science and their implications for
society.
◗ Focusing on books and reading, "Lire en Fête" organizes
writers' workshops, meetings with writers and short story
competitions and introduces visitors to trades within the
book industry.
◗ Finally, the Internet Festival raises public awareness
about the information society.
More information at www.journeesdupatrimoine.culture.fr

Ministry for the Economy, Finance
and Industry, Quai de Bercy (Paris)

E C O N O M Y

ECONOMY

ENERGY

France is the world's fourth largest economic power,
with a GDP of €1,557 billion. The country's assets are varied and include its transportation and telecommunication
sectors, its agrifood and pharmaceutical industries, along
with its strengths in banking, insurance, tourism and traditional luxury products (leather goods, ready-to-wear
fashion, perfumes, wines and spirits, etc…).

Energy independence: 50.5%

In 2003, France had a trade surplus of €19.3 billion; it is
the world's fourth larger exporter of goods (mainly
durables) and ranks second in services and agriculture
(cereals and agrifood in particular). It is the leading producer and exporter of farm products in Europe.
France does 70% of its trade with its European Union
partners (and 50% within the euro area). France's main
customers are Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom,
Belgium, Luxembourg, Spain and the United States.

Primary energy consumption:
274.6 million metric ton oil equivalent (TOE)

Main companies in this sector:
Total, EDF, GDF, Areva

BREAKDOWN OF PRIMARY ENERGY
CONSUMPTION
THERMAL
COAL : 4.9%

RENEWABLE
ENERGY : 4.7%
33.8%

14.6%
GAS

OIL

42%
ELECTRICITY

France ranks fourth worldwide for direct inward investment. Foreign investors appreciate the skills of French
workers, the advanced level of French research, France's
mastery of high technology, its stable currency, its reliable
infrastructure, and its control of production costs.

Net electricity production: 566.9 billion kWh, of
which 77.8% is nuclear-generated.
Energy bill: €22.7 billion

Gross Domestic Product - GDP (2003): €1,557 billion
GDP Growth (2003): 0.5% (real)
Inflation (2003): 2.2%
Trade surplus (2003): €19.3 billion

LEADING INDUSTRIAL SECTORS IN FRANCE

AGRICULTURE
France’s main agricultural products are cereals (1st in
the E.U. and 5th worldwide), wine (2nd worldwide), milk
(2nd in the E.U. and 5th worldwide), sugar (1st in the E.U.
and 2nd worldwide) and oilseeds (1st in the E.U.). France
also has large livestock herds, including 20 million cattle,
15.3 million pigs, 9.3 million sheep and 1.2 million goats.

Farms: 664,000
Agricultural labor force: 916,000
Used agricultural area: 27,856,000 hectares, 51% of
the area of metropolitan France.

Number of agrifood companies: 65,000

FORESTS
Woods and forests cover some 16.3 million hectares, 30%
of France's total area, placing France third among the E.U.
countries in terms of forestland.
Forest area in France has increased by 46% since 1945 and
continues to grow by about 74,000 hectares each year. Most
trees are deciduous (two-thirds), while the remaining third
consists of conifers.
Forests in France are a source of biological and scenic
wealth, a place for excursions and relaxation. They also
yield an annual harvest of 52 million cubic meters of timber,
and they make an irreplaceable contribution to rural development by supplying the raw material for a number of
industries which provide numerous jobs.
Forestland also contributes to the efforts to combat climate
change by storing atmospheric carbon. The extra carbon stored
annually by French forests is estimated at 10 million metric tons.

Automated blood
testing (Georges
Pompidou
European
Hospital,
Paris)

INDUSTRY
Construction and civil engineering
Annual turnover: €113.04 billion. Three French groups
(Bouygues Construction, Vinci and Eiffage) rank among
Europe’s top construction companies.
Workforce: 1,450,000

Hiking in the
Cirque du Fer
à Cheval
(Horseshoe
Pass) (HauteSavoie)

Agrifood

Annual net sales: €131.2 billion
Workforce: 418,000
Leading sectors: meat and dairy production, cereals, confectionery, soft and alcoholic beverages. Leading
exporter and second largest producer in the EU.
Trade surplus: €7.8 billion
Number of firms: 4,250
Main groups: Danone, Eridania Beghin-Say, Nestlé France,
Besnier, Pernod-Ricard, Sodiaal, Socopa and Bongrain.

Chemicals
Annual net sales: €85 billion.
Workforce: 234,000
Main companies: Air Liquide, Rhodia, Hutchinson

Fashion and luxury goods
Annual net sales: €28.8 billion. This sector
includes haute couture, jewelry, luxury
leather goods, perfumes, cosmetics
and fine glassware.
Main groups: L'Oréal, PPR/Gucci group,
LVMH, Chanel, Hermès, Jean-Paul
Gaultier, Lancel, Cartier,
Baccarat and Dior.
2002 Boat
Boat Show
Show (Paris,
(Paris, porte
porte de
de
2002
Workforce: 182,134

Versailles). France is
is the
the leading
leading builder
builder
Versailles).
of pleasure
pleasure boats
boats
of
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E C O N O M Y
INDUSTRY(continued)
Pharmaceuticals
Annual net sales: €32.85 billion.
France is the world's fourth largest
producer and fifth largest exporter of
pharmaceuticals.
Main companies: Aventis, SanofiSynthélabo, bioMérieux Pierre Fabre SA,
Transgene, Servier, Genset and Genopoietic
Workforce: 99,000

Automotive industry
Peugeot car plant
assembly line,
Poissy (Yvelines,
Ile-de-France
region)

Annual net sales: €106 billion. France is the world's
third largest exporter of cars and, in 2002, had a
surplus on its trade in this sector of €11.2 billion.
Main companies: PSA (Peugeot-Citroën) and Renault.
They produced 5,646,500 millions vehicles in 2002.
Faurecia and Valeo are the two main manufacturers
of automotive equipment.
Workforce: 333,000

Materials processing
(steel, aluminium, glass, plastics, rubber)
Annual net sales: €59.19 billion. France leads the way in producing traditional materials like steel, aluminum and rubber, as well as innovative composite and "smart" materials.
Main companies: Saint-Gobain dominates the global market as the world's largest producer of glass. ARCELOR
is the leading company in steel and iron while Pechiney
dominates in aluminum. Plastic Omnium and Sommer
Allibert are the two French leaders in plastics processing. Michelin is the world's leading tire manufacturer.

Telecommunications and IT
Annual net sales: €73 billion. There are 35 million telephone lines and 40 million mobile phones subscribers
in France, and more than 66% of households own a
mobile phone. France Telecom has 48.2% of the
mobile phone market, Cegetel-SFR 34.2% and
Bouygues Telecom 17.6%.
Main companies: Alcatel is a dominant force in several communication sectors. In the world, Alcatel
ranks first in transmission systems and submaOil pipelines, Fos-surrine cable networks, second in the manufacturMer refinery (Bouchesdu-Rhône, Provenceing of optic fibers and fourth in telecommunicaAlpes-Côte-d'Azur region)
tions equipment. Thomson, a key player in
digital television in the U.S., was the first
Automatic (driverless)
company to offer digital TV decoders and a
metro, Météor line (Paris)
forerunner in flat screen technologies. In
2003, e-commerce generated net sales of
€3.4 billion.

Aerospace
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Turnover : €24.6 billion (2002).
Workforce: 101,500
Exports (% of revenues): 72%
Main Firms: EADS (Airbus,
Eurocopter, Astrium, MBDA
and others), Dassault
Aviation, Snecma,
Arianespace.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
French R&D expenditure is the fourth highest in the
OECD at €31.4 billion (2% of GDP). France ranks fourth
among OECD countries for research in general, after
Japan, the United States and Germany.
The public sector finances 43% of R&D and is responsible for the operation (including building maintenance,
salaries and laboratory equipment) of the major national research centers, which include the CNRS (all fields),
INSERM (medicine), and INRA (agronomy).
Privately-financed research (57%) focuses on
advanced technology sectors such as aerospace, pharmaceuticals, automobile construction, communications
equipment and precision instruments.
More information at www.industrie.gouv.fr/francetech

TRANSPORTATION
ROAD NETWORK
France’s road network is the densest in the world and
the longest in the E.U. with a total of 985,902 km of
local, secondary and main roads, including 10,225 km
of motorways (placing France second in Europe).
While 73% of freight is carried by road, the use of
combined transportation is increasing sharply.

RAIL NETWORK
France has 31,986 km of track and holds the world
speed record (515 km/h) with its high-speed train
(TGV), which runs on 1,547 kilometers of special track.
This track allows trains in normal commercial operation to travel at 270 km/h or more.
Annual traffic: 315 million passengers on the main
network, 83 million on the TGV network, 560 million
on the Ile-de-France regional network and 126 million
metric tons of freight.

AVIATION
French planes carry close to 100 million passengers
and 4.7 billion ton-kilometers of freight each year. Some
904 planes and helicopters fly under the French flag.

Paris airports:
709,000 annual commercial aircraft movements (2003),
71.5 million passengers (placing France sixth in the
world) and 1.83 million metric tons of freight and mail.

Merchant fleet
210 ships (total tonnage of 4.1 million) transport 91.5
million tons of freight each year. France's fleet ranks 28th
in the world in terms of tonnage.
Marseilles is both the largest port in France and on the
Mediterranean, and the fifth largest in Europe, handling
92.4 million metric tons of goods.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
EURONEXT STOCK EXCHANGE
Created in 2000, Euronext brings together the stock
exchanges of Amsterdam, Brussels, Paris, and Portugal. It
is Europe’s leading stock exchange based on trading volumes on the central order book and the second largest
derivatives exchange in the world.

Windsurfing,
Côtes-d'Armor (Brittany)

TOURISM
With 75 million foreign tourists in 2003, France is the most
visited country in the world, and has been the #1 destination
for foreign travelers for the past 13 years. France's income
from tourism (€34.5 billion) is the third largest in the world,
after the United States and Spain. The trade surplus in this
sector is over €13.1 billion.
France has (as of January 2003): 18,375 hotels (605,000
rooms), 8,330 camping sites, 900 holiday villages, 190 youth
hostels, 63,158 gîtes (self-catering holiday facilities) and
29,030 chambres d'hôtes (bed and breakfast).

FOREIGN TRADE

The Arc de Triomphe

France is the world's second largest exporter of services and farm products and fourth largest exporter of goods
(principally durables). The 2003 trade surplus stood at €19.3 billion. French exports, which totaled €401.9 billion in
2003, account for 26% of GDP. Imports amounted to €382.6 billion. France's current trade surplus (excluding the
defense industry) stands at €10.1 billion.
France's E.U. partners absorb 70% of its trade, and France had a trade surplus of €2.2 billion with the rest of the
European Union in 2003. France's main customers are Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, Belgium, Spain and the
United States.

Beach in a rocky
inlet of Cassis
(Bouches-duRhône, ProvenceAlpes-Côted'Azur region)

TRADE AND INVESTMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND FRANCE
Foreign Direct Investments (FDI): the Cornerstone of French-American Business Ties
France plays a key role in the economic growth fostered by European investment in the United States: there are at
least 2,372 French subsidiaries in the U.S., and the 100 largest of these generated an estimated $105 billion in sales
and provided more than 350,000 jobs in 2003. Altogether, French firms in the USA employed around 515,000 people
and generated $163 billion in revenue in 2003 (the most recent year for which figures are available).
In 2003, France was the fifth-ranking investor in the United States in terms of investment stocks and the fourth in
terms of new FDIs. French investment in the U.S. went from €32.9 billion in 1994 to €143 billion in 2003. These
investments are mainly concentrated in the manufacturing sector (21.4%), in real estate and business services (41%)
and in the financial sector (23%).
Meanwhile, American investment in France grew from €27 billion in 1994 to €48 billion in 2003, principally in
real estate and business services (45.8%), the manufacturing industry (25.5%) and the financial sector (14%). In
2003, the U.S. ranked seventh among investors in France. France has proven to be one of the most constant and
active foreign investors in the United States for the last ten years.

A Mutually Profitable Trade Relationship

The Airbus A380, the world’s largest airliner

As well as investing in each other’s economies, France and the U.S.
also have strong trade links. In 2002, imports from France (representing €26.1 billion) accounted for 2 % of all U.S. imports, making
France America's ninth-ranked supplier worldwide. French exports
to the U.S. have increased by 55% since 1997. Meanwhile, U.S.
exports to France reached €22.4 billion (in 2004), and France’s
trade surplus, according to French data, came to €644 million
(U.S. statistics show a much bigger trade surplus, of around
$10.6 billion). In 2004, the U.S. was France's fifth-ranked supplier and the 6th biggest destination of French exports.

French exports consist mainly of industrial products such as capital goods (40%), which include
aeronautics materials (25%), car equipment (4%), and intermediary goods (23%). Consumer
goods (18%) and food products (9.5%) form the next two largest categories.
More information at:

www.investinfrance.org/NorthAmerica
www.industrie.gouv.fr/francetech
www.dree.org/etatsunis

www.faccparisfrance.com
www.firmafrance.com
www.ubifrance.fr

Parc Monceau (Paris)
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F O R E I G N

P O L I C Y

FRANCE'S FOREIGN POLICY
France's foreign policy is founded on several centuries of diplomatic tradition and some fundamental principles: the right of self-determination, respect for human rights and democratic principles,
respect for the rule of law and cooperation among nations.
More information at: www.diplomatie.gouv.fr

THE CONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
Since 1945, European construction has been at the heart of France’s foreign policy. There have been several
major reasons for this: to restore peace and guarantee the security of European states, to strengthen democratic
government, and to build an integrated economic and monetary area able to ensure prosperity for the peoples of
Europe. For the past 20 years, France has been working to make the European edifice a reality and to develop it
into an economic power as well as a respected political forum.
The European Union has prospered since it was founded in 1957, and its membership has risen from the original six to 25
today. In 2003, the European Union's GDP of €9,710 billion equaled that of the North American continent and exceeded Asia's.
Enlargement: a historical dynamic
1

◗ March 25, 1957

6

The Treaty of Rome is signed by France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg.

◗ January 1, 1973

9

Denmark, Ireland, the United Kingdom

◗ January 1, 1981

10

Greece

◗ January 1, 1986

12

Portugal, Spain

◗ January 1, 1995

15

Austria, Finland, Sweden

◗ May 1, 2004

25

Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia.

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

2

In the area of security, the Cold War years and the succeeding period of instability have placed heavy responsibilities on all
democratic nations, including France. A party to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), France also belongs to the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and to the Eurocorps, in which France has nearly 13,000 troops.
As one of the five declared nuclear powers—alongside the United Kingdom, the United States, Russia and China—
France ensures the maintenance of its nuclear deterrent and its adaptation to the new strategic realities, while working
toward a total ban on nuclear testing and committing itself to arms control and disarmament.

ACTION AT THE U.N.
3

France's foreign policy is conducted in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations, purposes
and principles that in fact comply with the ideals underlying France's republican tradition. Thus, since 1945, France has
constantly supported the U.N., to which it is the fourth largest contributor. In 2004, it contributed €84.35 million to the
U.N.'s regular budget and €107.57 million to the U.N. system's specialized agencies.
As a permanent member of the Security Council, France has participated directly in many U.N. peacekeeping operations (in the Middle East, Cambodia, the former Yugoslavia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sierra
Leone, Côte d'Ivoire, Haiti etc...). French contributions to peacekeeping operations reached € 140.34 million in 2003.
France also supports the U.N.'s development aid programs, in particular through the contributions and technical
assistance that it provides to the U.N. programs for fighting poverty (UNDP), protecting children (UNICEF),
fighting drugs (UNDCP) or providing food aid (WFP).
4

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
France's international cooperation policy relies on the exercise of both influence and solidarity. The
Directorate-General for Development and International Cooperation (DGCID) implements this policy
around four main lines:

DEVELOPMENT AID THROUGH COOPERATION
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France intends to sustain its effort of solidarity toward the poorest countries and in 2003 devoted €6.4 billion to official development assistance. This sum represents 0.41% of French GDP, compared to an average
of 0.22% for member countries of the OECD's Development Assistance Committee.
Most of the funds provided by France for development aid are devoted to bilateral assistance provided directly to the beneficiary countries by French government departments or those acting for them.
5
In 2003, development in Africa continued to be a priority for French foreign policy. The proportion of bilateral aid going to sub-Saharan Africa thus rose from 49% in 2002 to 57% in 2003.

6

7

ENCOURAGING CULTURAL EXCHANGES AND
THE USE OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE
France has 151 French cultural establishments abroad,
located in 91 countries, and a network of 283 Alliances
Françaises. The policy of promoting the French language
concerns 82 million learners in 130 countries and relies on
900,000 teachers. The Agency for French Studies Abroad
(AEFE) coordinates the activities of the 268 French schools in
the world.

SCIENTIFIC AND ACADEMIC COOPERATION
France intends both to strongly support the internationalization of French research and to continue to launch joint
research projects with its partner countries. The Science and
Technology Observatory and the 26 French research centers
abroad are responsible for implementing these objectives.

ENSURING A FRENCH PRESENCE ON THE
WORLD AUDIOVISUAL SCENE
The French audiovisual presence on the worldwide scene is
increasingly strong and support for major operators in this
sector, such as the French-speaking channel TV5 and Radio
France International (RFI), is now a government priority.
France also supports the distribution of French films and
documentaries.

HUMANITARIAN ACTION
France has played a vital role in the development of
humanitarian action and international humanitarian law and
it continues to give humanitarian action a key place in its foreign policy. The funds earmarked for these actions totaled
€9.3 million in 2004. French NGOs working abroad receive
about 40% of these funds in the form of grants.
France also provides support to the activities of multilateral
organizations. In 2004, France gave €49 million to various
U.N. and international humanitarian agencies, including the
Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
UNICEF, the World Food Program (WFP), the United Nations
Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), etc.
Finally, France contributes more than €100 million to programs implemented within the European framework.
Through ECHO (the European Community Humanitarian
Office), France assists countries or peoples in need, suffering
the effects of natural disasters, or facing political crises.

THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM
As a victim of international terrorism both at home and
abroad, France has for many years shown its determination to
combat terrorism in all its forms and irrespective of its source.
France, which considers that an uncompromising fight to
eliminate terrorism must be conducted without prejudice to
human rights and public freedoms, has put in place specific
anti-terrorism legislation.
The U.N. resolutions adopted following the attacks of
September 11, 2001, in the United States stepped up international cooperation against terrorism.
France is an active participant in the work of the U.N.
Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC).

8

FRANCOPHONY
The broadest meaning of this term
covers the whole range of actions
directed at the promotion of the French
language and the values for which it is a
vehicle. In the institutional sense—it is given
a capital "F" in this case—Francophonie relates
to the international organization, the OIF, which
brings together 56 States and governments that
have chosen to adhere to its Charter. French,
alongside English, the only language spoken on all
the world’s continents.

9

Why speak French?
10

In North America, speaking French is an affirmation
of cultural identity.
In sub-Saharan Africa, French opens the door to basic
education. French is the language of development and
modernity in this region.
In Central and Eastern Europe, knowledge of French is
associated with a sense of belonging to a united Europe: its
three capitals, Brussels, Luxembourg and Strasbourg are francophone cities and in the institutions of the European Union,
French is a working language.

11

French is one of the two U.N. working languages, one of the
two official languages of the International Olympic
Committee, the only universal language for the postal services, and the main language of the African Union.
Who teaches French?
There are over 900,000 teachers of French around the world. In
addition, a unique network of over 400 French lycées based in 130
countries welcomes over 250,000 foreign and French students.
TV5: the international French-language channel
With over 147 million households receiving it on all five
continents and 59 satellite links, TV5, the second largest
international TV channel, offers a diverse range of viewpoints on world affairs around the clock.

THE FRENCH IN THE WORLD
Nearly 2 million French citizens live abroad:

◗ 52.7 %
◗ 25.4 %
◗ 8.2 %
◗8%
◗ 5.7 %

in Europe
in America
in North Africa and the Middle East
in Sub-Saharan Africa
in Asia and Oceania

Half are temporary overseas residents
(whose average stay lasts four years). In
most cases, they are employees of French
companies, civil servants on overseas
assignments or members of humanitarian organizations. The other half are
permanent residents, among them
those with dual French and foreign citizenships, whose numbers swelled by 85% between
1984 and 2002.
13
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NUMBERED CAPTIONS (PAGES 14 AND 15)
1 President Jacques Chirac in London, on the occasion of the 24th French-British summit

(Foreign & Commonwealth Office). November 24, 2003.

2 President Jacques Chirac welcomes Indian Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh in Paris

(Elysée Palace in Paris). September 12, 2005.

3 President Jacques Chirac with South African President Thabo Mbeki

(Elysée Palace in Paris). November 17, 2003.

4 President Jacques Chirac welcomes Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in Paris

(Elysée Palace in Paris). July 27, 2005.

5 Official trip of President Jacques Chirac to Madagascar (Majunga). September 21, 2005.
6 British Prime Minister Tony Blair (left) and his wife welcome President Jacques Chirac and his wife to their offi-

cial residence at 10 Downing Street, London. (Photo : pool AFP/Nicolas Asfouri-STR), November 18, 2004.

7 President Jacques Chirac and Russian President Vladimir Putin (New York) September 24, 2003.
8 President Jacques Chirac and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva during his visit to Paris

(Elysée Palace in Paris). July 15, 2005.

9 President Jacques Chirac with President George W. Bush (New York). September 23, 2003.
10 The 10th Summit of la Francophonie was held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. From left to right: Mathieu Kérékou,

president of the Republic of Benin, Blaise Compaoré, president of Burkina Faso, President Jacques Chirac, Mrs. Blaise
Compaoré, Abdou Diouf, secretary-general of la Francophonie, and his wife (Burkina Faso). November 26, 2004.
11 Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin represented France to commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the United Nations
(U.N. General Assembly, New York). September 15, 2005.
12 Ministry of Foreign affairs, quay d'Orsay (Paris)
13 Dominique de Villepin and U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan during the 58th U.N. General Assembly
(New York). September 25, 2003.
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