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French Film Program Celebrates 15 Years 
 
 

TOURNÉES FESTIVAL IS A HIT ON AMERICAN CAMPUSES 
 
 

New York, September 20, 2010—The 2010-2011 season marks the 15th Anniversary of The Tournées 
Festival, a program which brings contemporary French films to campuses throughout the U.S. In 2009-2010, 
over 100 American universities from 39 States and Puerto Rico received grants, a long way from the 36 colleges 
that participated in its first year. Today, The Tournées Festival distributes almost $200,000 in grants annually. 
 
The program was launched in 1995 by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy and FACE (French 
American Cultural Exchange). It provides grants ranging from $1,800 to $2,300 to U.S. colleges and universities 
to fund on-campus festivals of contemporary French cinema. A central focus of the program from the outset has 
been to provide access to French films in regions where they are not largely shown. Since its inception, the 
program has partnered with hundreds of universities and made it possible for more than 450,000 students to 
discover French-language films. Universities may receive grants for up to five consecutive years, enough time 
for them to understand how to properly organize a film festival and develop independent financial partners to 
make their festivals self-sustaining.  
 
"For the past five years this event has brought together the University and the local community and introduced 
many students and people in the area to French cinema. I can honestly say that our annual Tournées Festival 
has become the cultural event of the season," explains Allen Louise Antone, librarian and festival organizer at 
Salve Regina University. "Although Salve Regina University is no longer eligible for a Tournées grant, the 
university is planning to have a similar festival next year. As we select films for future programs we will continue 
to refer to the excellent Tournées selection." 
 
There are 70 films to choose from this year, including 22 new titles. France’s major directors are represented 
(François Ozon, André Téchiné, Catherine Breillat, Claude Chabrol, and Agnès Varda), as well as promising 
newcomers such as Ursula Meier, Karin Albou, Serge Bozon, and Guillaume Canet.  
 
American film professionals are deeply involved in both the selection of the participating universities, and in the 
selection of the films. The university selection committee consists of Marian Masone (Associate Director of 
Programming & Festivals Director), Anne Kern (Assistant Professor of Cinema Studies at SUNY Purchase) and 
David Schwartz (Chief Curator of the Museum of the Moving Image). Richard Pena (Program Director, Film 
Society of the Lincoln Center), Melissa Anderson (Film Critic), Livia Bloom (Independent Curator), Adrienne 
Halpern (Co-Founder of Rialto Films), and Jean Vallier (Film Critic) comprise the committee that selects the 
films. 
 
All of the films are distributed in the United States, and The Tournées Festival works closely with the American 
distributors to insure the program’s success. According to Rebeca Conget, Vice-President of Acquisitions and 
Distribution at Film Movement, "The Tournées Program was critical to get our French-language films booked 
when Film Movement first started 8 years ago, and they have continued to be a wonderful partner all these 
years, promoting more than a dozen of our films to universities and colleges all over the country. It is an 
invaluable program that I know all distributors wish other countries emulated." 
  
The Tournées Festival is one of several programs run by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy to 
promote French film in the U.S. In collaboration with Culturesfrance, the Cultural Services make approximately 
300 fiction films and 3,000 documentaries available to American universities, film institutions and museums.  
 
The Tournées Festival is made possible with the generous support of the French Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs, the Centre National de la Cinématographie, the Grand Marnier Foundation, the Florence 
Gould Foundation and Highbrow Entertainment. 
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