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New York to Launch its First
French-English Dual-Language Programs

THREE PuBLIC SCHOOLS WILL BE OFFERING THE
CITY’S FIRST DUAL-LANGUAGE PROGRAMS

New York, June 29—For the first time in New York City, three public schools are opening a
French-English Dual-Language program: PS 125 on the Upper West Side, PS 58 in Brooklyn, and
CIS 22 in the Bronx. They will all open in the Fall, and will join 66 other dual-language programs in the
city (in Spanish, Chinese, Russian, Haitian-Creole, and Korean), as well as already existing French
after-school programs and the very successful French Heritage Language Program, which is aimed
at disadvantaged youths who are often recent immigrants.

In two of the schools, PS 125 (between Columbia University and Harlem) and PS 58 (in the Park
Slope neighborhood of Brooklyn, which is heavily francophone), the program will initially cover grade
K students. The third school, CIS 22, will offer bilingual classes in grades 5 and 6.

With globalization spreading and cultures intermingling, the need to master foreign languages is
becoming ever more critical. Children who learn other languages are better equipped to thrive in a
multicultural world, and to preserve their cultural heritage. Parents have been quick to realize this,
and these new dual-language programs are the fruit of their grassroots efforts, particularly those of
Education Frangaise a New York (EFNY), which was created in 2005 by francophone and
Francophile parents who wanted their children to benefit from a bilingual upbringing.

From the outset, EFNY received strong support from the French Embassy, which will be providing
French teaching materials, training teachers, and giving other logistical and financial support through
its Cultural Services. The New York City Department of Education and FIAF (French Institute
Alliance Frangaise) are also deeply involved in the project.

These four partner organizations hope to continue working together to spread French dual-language
programs throughout the city. With this in mind, school principals, administrators, community leaders
and parents are encouraged to contact the French Embassy’s Cultural Services to learn more
about how they, too, can implement dual-language French-English programs in their schools.

For more information:
www.frenchculture.org
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