
 

France Honors 
George Avakian, Kathleen Weil-Garris Brandt, 

Douglas Dunn and Howard Shore 
 
 

HONOREES WILL RECEIVE THE ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS  
 
 

New York, March 21, 2012—On Wednesday, November 19, Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the Embassy 
of France, will confer upon George Avakian, Kathleen Weil-Garris Brandt, Douglas Dunn and Howard Shore the 
Order of Arts and Letters.  
 
George Avakian is perhaps the jazz world’s leading authority. His devotion to the researching, preservation 
and dissemination of American music, particularly jazz, is unequalled. The only person to have held top 
executive positions at all three of the largest U. S. record companies (Columbia Records, RCA, Warner Bros. 
Records), he has produced and promoted a wide variety of music, from rock-and-roll to Broadway shows. Many 
French singers have benefited from Mr. Avakian’s talents, including Juliette Greco, Jacqueline Francois, 
Georges Brassens and Edith Piaf, whose La Vie En Rose sold more than a million copies in the U.S. 
 
Dr. Kathleen Weil-Garris Brandt, scholar of the Renaissance and Professor of Fine Arts at New York 
University’s Institute of Fine Arts and the College of Arts and Science, is a renowned art historian and authority 
on the Italian Renaissance. Dr. Brandt also serves as the Permanent Consultant for Renaissance Art to the 
Vatican Museums. In 1996-97, she published articles connecting the marble statue located in the entrance rotunda 
of the Cultural Services’ New York headquarters with the young Michelangelo.    
 
Douglas Dunn is a world-class contemporary dancer and choreographer with strong links to France. He 
began presenting work in New York City in 1971 while still a member of Merce Cunningham Dance Company, 
and has since become a Festival d’Automne veteran. First invited to perform in 1978, the year he founded his 
own company (Douglas Dunn & Dancers), he has participated five times in Paris’s premier international arts 
festival. Mr. Dunn has also collaborated with several French institutions, including the Ballet Theatre Français of 
Nancy and the Paris Opera Ballet.  
 
Howard Shore is among the most respected, honored and active composers and conductors at work today. 
He has worked with several a-list directors, including David Cronenberg (The Fly, Crash, eXistenZ, A History of 
Violence, Eastern PromisesA), Peter Jackson (Lord of the Rings trilogy—Mr. Shore won multiple Oscars, 
Grammys and Golden Globes for their scores), and Martin Scorsese (The Departed, The Aviator, Gangs of 
New York...). He has conducted the world’s top orchestras and his opera The Fly had its world premiere at the 
Théâtre du Châtelet in Paris in July 2008. He is currently at work on the score for J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit. 
 
The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of the Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent 
artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to the recognition of French culture in the 
world. The Order is given out twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Several Americans have 
received the award, including Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, 
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep and Uma Thurman. 
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