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Triennial of Contemporary Art in France

LA FORCE DE L’ART 02 — MAJOR SHOWCASE OF CONTEMPORARY ART
SCENE IN FRANCE FROM APRIL 24 TO JUNE 1, 2009

Paris, April 20, 2009—La Force de I’Art, a triennial event showcasing France's diverse and stimulating
contemporary art scene—and the artists that make it happen—will take place in the Nave of the Grand Palais
and other key locations throughout Paris, from April 24 to June 1. Featured artists, who are either French or
live in France, include Saadane Afif, Dewar & Gicquel, Faycal Baghriche, Julien Prévieux, Alain Bublex, Michel
Blazy, Mircea Cantor, Guillaume Leblon, Philippe Parreno, as well as James Coleman, Annette Messager, and
Bertrand Lavier... (see below for the full list). Also featured are Kader Attia, Damien Deroubaix, and Fabien
Verschaere, whose works have been exhibited in the U.S. with the support of the Cultural Services of the
French Embassy. This diversity reflects France’'s openness to outside influences and cultures, which make the
country a locus of creation for artists of all approaches.

The Grand Palais will host most of the show, but events will also be held in other iconic Parisian locations: the
Eiffel Tower will lend its celebrated glitter to the creative interplay of visual artist Bertrand Lavier, an installation
by Annette Messager will be located at the Palais de la Découverte, Orlan will gain entrance to the Musée
Grévin with one of her artworks, a side chapel at the Eglise Saint Eustache will welcome a Virgin with Child by
Pierre and Gilles, and the Louvre Museum will present an installation by Gérard Collin-Thiébaut.

La Force de I’Art 02 will be structured around four “space-time” zones, in which visitors will discover a diverse
array of environments, scenes and itineraries.

e Architect Philippe Rahm's “White Geology” forms will spread throughout the spectacular nave of the
Grand Palais in Paris. “White Geology” will feature tectonic plates capped with volumes erupting from the floor,
and adapted to each of the works or groups of works on display. The result is a universe of autonomous
artistic situations creating dynamic relationships between the works, the public and their surrounding space.

e Throughout the exhibition in the nave of the Grand Palais, artists will stage numerous events and
performances: concerts, live performances, talks... Over the course of 15 evenings, these events will
encourage exchanges and dialogues and celebrate the interdisciplinarity of the contemporary art scene.

e Beyond the Grand Palais, iconic, symbolic sites throughout Paris will welcome astonishing
installations by acclaimed French artists in unexpected sites (such as the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre Museum...).

e La Force de I’Art 02 will also include a host of contemporary art venues all over France, contributing
a rich new dimension to this second triennial.

Three renowned personalities will curate this second edition of La Force de I’Art. independent curator Jean-
Louis Froment, who is the former director of Bordeaux’s capcMusée; Jean-Yves Jouannais, a writer, art critic
and the former editor-in-chief of Art Press; and Didier Ottinger, deputy director of the National Museum of
Modern Art at the Pompidou Center. Architect Philippe Rahm—acclaimed for his highly creative use of space—
has designed an original setting, christened “White Geology,” to reflect the scale of this ambitious event.

La Force de I'’Art 02 will encourage the public at large, and youths in particular, to explore the key issues in
contemporary art by addressing a wide range of current social topics and debates through a rich vein of diverse
artistic experiences. To this end, an innovative set of interpretative tools designed to guide visitors of all ages
and backgrounds will be managed by the Centre National des Arts Plastiques (National Center of Visual Arts).



Specialized guides will greet and direct individual visitors. A 140-page catalogue of the exhibition will be
available, as well as free bilingual audioguides. Extensive documentary resources will be downloadable via
the event’s website, including video interviews, photo galleries and other documents.

Resources for school groups will include guided visits and workshops in a variety of formats, for all ages from 4
to 18, in collaboration with the French Ministry of Education and local educational authorities. Topics will reflect
the French national curriculum's renewed commitment to art education and the history of art.

La Force de I’Art 02 offers a unique, accessible program of public events and encounters with contemporary
artists, reflecting its commitment to encourage new, wide-ranging approaches to today's extensive
contemporary art scene.

Admission will be kept to a minimum: the standard fee will be 5 euros, 3 euros for concessions.

Practical Information:
Event La Force de I’Art 02
Dates April 24 — June 1, 2009
Location Grand Palais (Nave) - Main location

Avenue Winston Churchill, 75008 Paris
Metro: lines 1, 9, 13 / stations: Franklin Roosevelt, Champs-Elysées-Clémenceau
Bus: lines 28, 32, 42,72, 73, 80, 83, 93

Hours Daily except Tuesdays
Mondays and Wednesdays: 10amto 7 pm
Thursdays to Sundays: 10 am to 11 pm

Admission | Standard: 5 euros / concessions: 3 euros.

Unlimited passes are available for 10 euros, entitling the holder to immediate admission for
the duration of the event.

Groups with guide: 220 euros (max. 30 people)

Groups without guide: 100 euros (max. 30 people)

Ticket-holders are admitted free to artist events on the day of their visit.

Participating Artists:

The "Residents" at the Grand Palais

Boris Achour, Saadane Afif, Kader Attia, Véronique Aubouy, Faycgal Baghriche, Gilles Barbier, Olivier Bardin, Dominique
Blais, Michel Blazy, Xavier Boussiron and Arnaud Labelle-Rojoux, Alain Bublex, Butz & Fouque, Stéphane Calais, Mircea
Cantor, James Coleman, Pascal Convert, Damien Deroubaix, Dewar & Gicquel, Nicolas Fenouillat, Jean-Baptiste Ganne,
Fabien Giraud and Raphaél Siboni, Grout/Mazéas, Fabrice Hyber, Le Gentil Gargon, Guillaume Leblon, Frédérique Loutz,
Stéphane Magnin, Didier Marcel, Philippe Mayaux, Anita Molinero, Bruno Peinado, Philippe Perrot, Julien Prévieux, Cannelle
Tanc and Frédéric Vincent, Fabien Verschaere, Wang Du, Virginie Yassef

The "Visitors" in various locations throughout Paris

Bertrand Lavier, at the Eiffel Tower, Annette Messager, at thQ Palais de la Découverte, Orlan, at the Musée Grévin, Philippe
Parreno, in a Parisian telephone booth, Pierre and Gilles, at Eglise Saint-Eustache, Gérard Collin-Thiébaut, at the Musée du
Louvre

The “Guests” at the Grand Palais

Throughout the entire period of the exhibition, the "Guest" artists will succeed each other in the Nave of the Grand Palais,
creating a continual festival of events and performances: musical initiatives, live performance, speaking, borrowing and
exchanging. "Guests" include: Jean-Frangois Pauvros, Charles Pennequin et Fanfarniente, Nicolas Fenouillat, Agathe Max,
Ned, Christophe Fiat, Psychic Paramount, Bertrand Burgalat, the group AS Dragon, André Popp, April March, Count Indigo,
David Whitaker, Eggstone, Helena Noguerra, Ingrid Caven, Les Shades, Major Deluxe, Toby Dammit, Winney, Air,
Sébastien Tellier, Arno Fabre, Compagnie du Zerep (Sophie Perez and Xavier Boussiron), Laurent Friquet , Stéphane
Bérard, Yves Pagés and Frangois Wastiaux, Hop-la Nous Vivons (Yvan Clédat and Coco Petitpierre), Jean Dupuy, Espace
d'art contemporain, Les Roches and Super Jean-Francois, Compagnie Pas de Dieux and Asami Nishimura, Francesco
Finizio, Vincent Labaume, Eric Duyckaerts, Alberto Sorbelli, Guillaume Désanges, Olivier Dollinger, Christophe Duchatelet,
Jean-Baptiste Farkas, Jean-Paul Thibeau, Mathieu Briand & Prue Lang, etc...




Curators

Jean-Louis Froment founded and directed the capcMusée d’art contemporain in Bordeaux, from 1973 to 1996.
He is now an independent curator of international exhibitions, including the French pavilions at the Venice
Biennales of 1990 and 1993; Jean Nouvel Architecture at the Louisiana Museum of Modern Art in Denmark
(2006); Chanel, I'Art comme Univers at the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts in Moscow (2007).

Jean-Yves Jouannais is a writer and art critic. He was editor-in-chief of ArtPress from 1991 to 1999, and has
taught contemporary art at the University of Paris. He has organized numerous exhibitions including Histoire de
I'Infamie at the 1995 Venice Biennale and Le Fou Dédoublé (“Madness and Folly in 20th-century art”) in Moscow
and the Chéteau d’Oiron in 2000.

Didier Ottinger is a widely-published writer on art, and the deputy director of the Musée National d’Art Moderne
at the Pompidou Center in Paris. He has curated numerous exhibitions including Parade: Portrait de I’Artiste en
Clown (2004), and Max Beckmann (2002) at the Musée National d’Art Moderne, the Tate Modern in London, and
the Museum of Modern Art in New York.

Architect

Philippe Rahm is an architect practicing in Paris and Lausanne. He teaches in London and elsewhere, and
represented Switzerland at the Venice Architecture Biennale in 2002. His work has been exhibited around the
world (Archilab in Orléans, 2000; MoMA in San Francisco, 2001; Mori Museum in Tokyo, 2005; etc...)

Credits:

LA FORCE DE L’ART is organized by:

The French Ministry of Culture and Communication (Délégation aux Arts Plastiques), the Centre National des
Arts Plastiques, the Réunion des Musées Nationaux and the Etablissement Public du Grand Palais des
Champs-Elysées.

LA FORCE DE L’ART 02 has the generous support of:

Corporate sponsors:
Isoroy, Moroso, Neuflize OBC

Media partners:
France Télévisions, France 2, France 3, France 5, France Inter, France Culture, Le Monde, Comité Régional du

Tourisme Paris ile-de-France, Dailymotion, lastminute.com, Aéroports de Paris, imagine R, Clear Channel.

Partners :

Théatre de Gennevilliers Centre Dramatique National de Création Contemporaine, Tour Eiffel, Musée du Louvre,
Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Mairie de Paris, Paris Musées et Musées de France, Palais de la
découverte, Musée Grévin, Eglise Saint-Eustache.

For more information:

Press Pack : XXX
Website : www.laforcedelart.fr

Visuals available for download at:

XXX



Press contacts:

Heymann, Renoult Associées

Agnés Renoult: xxx

Sophie Fléche, Press Coordination, Audiovisual Press: xxx

Sophie Lawani, National and International Written Press Relations: xxx
Marie Bauer, Cultural Programming Press Relations: xxx

Tel (France): xxx

Additional Contacts:

Ministry of Culture and Communications Department of Visual Arts in Paris
Information and Communication Department Marie Christine Hergott

Tel Email

Email
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