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“Cool Models” by Architect Jean-Paul Viguier
on Display at the French Cultural Services

MINIATURE CONCEPTUAL MODELS ARE MONUMENTS
To THE ART OF SEDUCTION IN ARCHITECTURE

Exhibit: “Cool Models / Maquettes Froides” by Jean-Paul Viguier
Dates: Monday, February 4 — Friday, February 29, 2008
Hours: Weekdays from 1 pm — 5 pm (Closed weekends)

Address: Cultural Services of the Embassy of France
972 Fifth Avenue (at 79th St).
New York, NY

Admission: Free of charge

New York, January 16—Jewel-like miniature architectural models, designed to fit like puzzles into custom-made
black boxes no larger than a paperback book, go on view for the first time in the U.S. at the French Cultural
Services’ Fifth Avenue headquarters. On view from February 4 to February 29, “Cool Models / Maquettes
Froides” will also include light boxes, photographs and drawings, as well as a film documenting how these
fascinating models are made.

The palm-size models, assembled of bronze, glass, black resin, and plexiglass parts, were created by Jean-Paul
Viguier, one of Europe’s premier architects, to help translate his design concepts and reveal the thinking behind
complicated, large-scale projects. Viguier first conceived of the “cool models” as a conceptual device, then
refined them in a manner reminiscent of Marcel Duchamp’s boites-en-valise.

Five major projects are represented in the works on view at the French Embassy: the Jane and Arthur Stieren
Center for Exhibitions at the McNay Museum in San Antonio, a sleek glass pavilion designed by Viguier to
accommodate 45,000 square feet of new galleries and public space, which opens to the public in June; the
American University of Paris / New York University on the lle Seguin (slated for completion in 2009); Chicago’s
Sofitel Water Tower (2002), listed in “America's 150 Best Loved Buildings” by the American Institute of Architects
(AIA); the Maroc Telecom’s headquarters in Rabat, Morocco (slated for completion in 2009); and the
headquarters of France Public Télévision in Paris (1998).

The miniatures will be shown alongside a film by Daniel Deleforges, with music by composer Julien Tarride,
which documents the step-by-step process whereby the tiny geometric planes, cones, and cubes magically
coalesce into building forms.

The McNay model was conceived and created by Viguier to convey his idea for the design of the Jane and
Arthur Stieren Center for Exhibitions to the board members of the museum. The first piece of the puzzle is a
solid bronze plate representing the roof and its four layers, which work together to filter and harmonize the
diffusion of light. The second piece is sanded plexiglass and represents the walls that support the roof. The third
piece is the site itself, modeled in black resin into a gentle slope in order to reveal the fagade’s double height.
“This model, so simple and toy-like, allowed the architect selection committee to immediately understand the
power of Viguier's concept and has supported many of our exchanges during the project’'s development,” notes
the museum’s director, William J. Chiego. The McNay is home to one of the nation’s foremost collections of post-
impressionist and modern French painting.

This exhibition was made possible by the McNay Art Museum, San Antonio, Texas, in cooperation with the
Cultural Services of the French Embassy.
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About Jean-Paul Viguier

Jean-Paul Viguier has played a leading role in French architecture since the early 1980s as architect, urban
planner, teacher, and creator of books on Eileen Gray, Gabriel Guévrékian, and Jean Ginsberg. He is
responsible for a number of the most visible aspects of modern-day Paris, from twin towers in Coeur Défense to
the André Citroén Park in the 15th arrondissement. Today the Viguier atelier designs dramatic yet formally
rigorous skyscrapers and large-scale public and private projects throughout the world.
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www.frenchculture.org
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