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72 Projects to be Funded by FACE Grant Programs

CONTEMPORARY ART, DANCE, MusIC AND THEATER FUNDS
ANNOUNCE CHOICES FOR 2008-2009 SEASON

New York, May 30, 2008—FACE (The French American Cultural
Exchange), an American nonprofit organization dedicated to
supporting contemporary cultural exchanges between the United
States and France, has recently announced the artistic projects it will
fund in the upcoming 2008-2009 season. FACE, which works
principally in partnership with the Cultural Services of the French
Embassy in the United States, will support 72 projects—representing
a combined total of $761,000—via its five artistic funds: Etant donnés:
The French-American Fund for Contemporary Art, Etant donnés: The
Photo Credit: "Les 7 Planches de la Ruse” (workby | French-American Fund for Performing Arts, the French American
Aurélien Bory, performed by the Compagnie 111. . .

Photo by Aglaé Bory. Fund for Contemporary Music, the French-American Jazz Exchange

and FUSED (the French-US Exchange in Dance program).

All five funds seek to promote contemporary creative work that generates and strengthens transatlantic cultural
links, by covering or contributing to the costs of commissions of new works or exhibits, of collaborations between
French and American artists, of translations of new works and of residencies. A particular emphasis is placed on
projects that involve reciprocity, in which both countries are equally involved. In each case, independent
committees of highly respected professionals, half American, half French, select which projects to finance during
an annual meeting. The funds are provided by American and French benefactors, both private and public. Major
sponsors include the Florence Gould Foundation, the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, CulturesFrance, the
Cultural Services of the French Embassy and SACEM.

CONTEMPORARY ART—Etant donnés: The French-American Fund for Contemporary Art

Online at www.facecouncil.org/etantdonnes/contemporaryart.html

A record 71 eligible applications were received this year. Of these, 16 were awarded grants representing
a total of $200,000. The selected projects involve 56 contemporary artists (36 French and 20 American), such as
Aurélien Froment, whose works will be displayed for a year at the Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts at the
California College of the Arts (CCA) in San Francisco, CA. Other projects of note are the “Los Angeles
Confidentiel” group exhibit of 16 emerging L.A. artists from June 23 to September 8, 2008, at the Parc Saint-
Léger Centre d’Art Contemporain of Pougues-les-eaux, Burgundy, and the commissioning of an art work by
Fabien Giraud and Raphael Siboni for the Site Santa Fe Biennial 2008.

An additional $11,000 was awarded to support the fund’s “Curatorial Research Projects,” which help
American curators travel to France.

DANCE—FUSED (the French-US Exchange in Dance program).

Online at www.facecouncil.org/fused

Of the 21 applications received, 13 projects of artist residencies and productions were selected by the
FUSED Committee, up from 10 last year. Six venues in the U.S. and seven in France were awarded funds
totaling $120,000 to promote the works of six French and seven U.S. artists. Each project is noteworthy, but two
particularly stand out: the presentation of “Sujet a vif’ and “100% Polyester” by French choreographer Christian
Rizzo at the Center for Performance Research/Chez Buswick in Brooklyn, NY, and the re-enactement of
“Parades and Changes” by Anna Halprin, a collaboration between French and American artists (Anne Collod,
Alain Buffard, DD Dorvilliers...).




MUSIC—The French American Fund for Contemporary Music

Online at www.facecouncil.org/music

The Contemporary Music committee selected 16 projects, from a total of 40, to which were allotted
$150,000. Project highlights include a series of concerts and master classes to be held in U.S. universities in
May and October with French composer P. Manoury and violinist C. Desjardins (who will also play works by G.
Grisey and S. Beranger), at the initiative of GRAME / Centre National de Création Musicale de Lyon; the
commissioning by the Evantson, IL, association “eighth blackbird” of a work by French composer Bruno
Mantovani, which will be performed in the U.S. in 2010/2011; and last but not least a Chamber Music Society of
the Lincoln Center (NY) project to produce an ambitious contemporary French music festival from September
2008 to February 2009 (featuring music by Y. Maresz, T. Escaich, T. Lancino, P. Hersant among others).

MUSIC—The French-American Jazz Exchange

Online at www.facecouncil.org/jazz

The Jazz fund distributed a record $116,000 over 11 projects, which were selected from 43 applications.
Of special note is an exchange project between the jazz ensemble of the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts
(NOCCA) and the jazz department of the Paris Conservatory, which will involve four American and four French
students in the fall. A collaboration between musicians Franck Vigroux and Bruno Chevillon of France and
Americans Elliot Sharp and Joey Baron, who will work together on a composition which they will then perform in
France and the U.S., is also an excellent example of what this fund seeks to achieve.

THEATER—Etant donnés: The French-American Fund for the Performing Arts

Online at www.facecouncil.org/etantdonnes/performingart.html

Sixteen projects, from a total of 26, were selected for grants totaling $175,000. Highlights include the
translation and publication of an anthology of seven translated plays by Ivory Coast/French author Koffi Kwahulé
by the Lark Play Development Center in New York (stage readings of the plays will also be held); the production
of “The Day of Murders in the History of Hamlet” by Bernard-Marie Koltés, directed by French director Thierry de
Peretti, at 7Stages, Atlanta; and the residency of U.S. theater director Daniel Safer at Les Subsistances in Lyon,
France.

FUNDING OVERVIEW

FIELD NUMBER OF NUMBER OF TOTAL FUNDING
APPLICATIONS PROJECTS FUNDED |COMMITTED

Visual Art 71 16 $200,000

Performing Arts 26 16 $175,000

Contemporary Music |40 16 $150,000

Dance 21 13 $120,000

Jazz 43 11 $116,000
TOTALS 201 72 $761,000

For more information:

www.facecouncil.org

www.frenchculture.org
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ABOUT FACE

FACE (French American Cultural Exchange), is a New York-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to
nurturing French-American relations through innovative international projects in the arts and education. Housed
in the Cultural Services of the French Embassy in New York, FACE is administered by a French-American Board
comprised of Trustees based in both New York and Paris. It works in partnership with the Cultural Services of
the French Embassy in the United States.
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Etant donnés: The French-American Fund for Contemporary Art
Etant donnés: The French-American Fund for Contemporary Art is a program of FACE and is supported by
CulturesFrance, The Florence Gould Foundation and the Cultural Services of the French Embassy.

Etant donnés: The French-American Fund for the Performing Arts

Etant donnés: The French-American Fund for the Performing Arts is a program of FACE and is supported by the
Florence Gould Foundation, CulturesFrance, and the Cultural Services of the French Embassy as well as the
Laura Pels Foundation, Entr'Actes —SACD —Société des Auteurs et Compositeurs Dramatiques, the Association
Beaumarchais, and the Catherine Popesco Foundation for the Arts.

French-American Fund for Contemporary Music

The French-American Fund for Contemporary Music is a program of FACE and is supported by the Florence
Gould Foundation, SACEM, CulturesFrance and the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, as well as the
Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation.

The French-American Jazz Exchange

The French-American Jazz Exchange is a joint program of Chamber Music America (CMA) and FACE and is
supported by the Florence Gould Foundation, the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, SACEM, CulturesFrance,
the French Music Export Office and the Cultural Services of the French Embassy.

FUSED (The French-US Exchange in Dance program)

Support for FUSED comes from New England Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project, with lead funding
from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation; the Cultural Services of the French Embassy; and through the
French American Cultural Exchange (FACE) with lead support from the Florence Gould Foundation.



