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FRENCH URBAN CULTURES FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 6 —28, 2008

New York, July 15, 2008—France’s banlieues are on the move... to New York! The Cultural Services of the
French Embassy are proud to present / Kiffe NY, French Urban Cultures Festival, from October 6 to October
28. The hippest and hottest of France’s inner city art will sweep over the city with events ranging from hip hop
dance and music, to gritty movies, to thought-provoking talks. / Kiffe NY will bring together edgy French artists
with their American counterparts, such as Ocean’s Thirteen capoeira/actor phenomenon Vincent Cassel and
legendary filmmaker Melvin Van Peebles, who will co-chair the festival.

| Kiffe NY will be a celebration of France’s urban culture, its underground, its transcultural, vibrant, largely
immigrant banlieues. The banlieues (literally, suburbs), are France’s equivalent of America’s inner cities, except
that, as their name indicates, they are located on the outskirts of France’s major cities. Too often, these
banlieues, with their public housing projects, evoke negative connotations, of hardship, gloom and menace. But
such one-sided portrayals neglect their growing importance as a prime source of cultural dynamism and
innovation. Certainly, much must still be done to better integrate the inhabitants of the banlieues into
mainstream France, but on their rocky road to integration, they are producing some of the most exciting,
dynamic and revolutionary works in France today.

With so much of their inspiration drawn from American street attitudes, it is no surprise that the new
generation of young French artists proclaims “I Kiffe NY!” If you kiffe New York, you dig NY, NY is sick, it's phat,
it's the bomb! Pronounced “keef,” the French slang word borrowed from the Arabic language means to be
absolutely crazy about something or someone. Inspired by America’s hip hop and ghetto culture, France’s
banlieue artists are coming over to New York to express their appreciation and share their passion.

In showcasing the vitality of French urban culture, / Kiffe NY will encompass every form of artistic expression:

MUSIC
In addition to the headline acts by Les Nubians, French groups La Caution, Wax Tailor, and Mangu
will perform throughout the month of October. The Grammy-nominated Les Nubians, who hail from
France and Cameroon, have intrigued audiences with their inventive and glamorous Afropean style, a
fusion of Funkin' Fashion and Modern Amazon.

DANCE
French hip-hop dance companies Pockemon Crew and Accrorap will show their stuff at the FIAF
between October 8 and 14, and in schools in Brooklyn, Harlem, and the Bronx afterwards. Le Monde
has called Accrorap “an artistic goldmine,” and Pockemon Crew won the 2003 international hip-hop
championship dance competition.

FILM
A large selection of recent, rarely screened movies will highlight the dual nature of France’s banlieues,
with several up-and-coming directors coming to the U.S. to present and discuss their works in person,
including Audrey Estrougo, Malik Chibane and Philippe Faucon. Award-winning films by Jean-
Frangois Richet, Abdellatif Kechiche, Rabah Ameur-Zaimeche and Karin Albou will also be
screened.



ART

Three major exhibits will run during the | Kiffe NY festival. Fabien Verschaere’s graffiti-inspired works,
with their jam-packed and imaginative illustrations, will grace the walls of the French Cultural Services.
At the FIAF, Denis Darzacq will display some of his characteristic, surreal photos showing people falling
or floating in urban settings. According to The Guardian in 2007, “the surrealist René Magritte would
have happily declared: ‘This is not a dancer. This is a young French person falling from the sky.™
Brooklyn-based, French-American painter and illustrator Jerome Lagarrigue’s work embodies the
Paris-New York dialogue that informs much of the best in contemporary art. His exhibition “Portraits” will
be on exhibit at the powerHouse Arena in Brooklyn.

DOCUMENTARIES AND TALKS
French and American artists, researchers, scholars, writers and movie directors will participate in a
series of screenings, debates and lectures about France’s urban cultures at the Fiaf French Institute
Alliance Francgaise (during the October 10-12 weekend), the Medgar Evers College and New York
University. Yamina Benguigui, Malik Chibane, Christophe Nick, Daniel Sabbagh, Joy Sorman (tbd),
Frédéric Valabrégue, Michel Wievorka and other researchers, writers and film directors will participate.

EDUCATION
Participating artists, particularly those from the Hip-Hop dance companies, will visit the public schools
participating in immersion, dual language, and heritage language programs in New York City,
animating workshops in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, and Manhattan.

BENEFIT COMMITTEE

Vincent Cassel

Ever since his stellar performance as Vinz in Mathieu Kassovitz's La Haine, Cassel has become a
familiar face on the French urban scene. He belongs to Kourtrajmé, a music/film/artistic group that
promotes urban cultures, and his brother Mathias is a member of the French rap group Assassin.
He has a passion for Capoeira, a talent displayed in the movie Ocean's Twelve. His English
language films include David Cronenberg’s Eastern Promises (2007) and Steven Soderbergh’s
Ocean's Thirteen (2007) and Ocean's Twelve (2004).

Melvin Van Peebles

The Chicago-born director, actor, screenwriter, playwright and composer has participated in
philanthropy events dedicated to Black achievement in business, entertainment, social justice, and
philanthropy. Van Peebles was honored with the French Legion of Honor in 2001, and the French
language film that he directed in 2000, Le Conte du ventre plein ("Bellyful”), won the 2000
Acapulco Black Film Festival's Best International Film Award.
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CREDITS

I Kiffe NY is produced by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, and presented by CMJ Music Marathon, the French
Institute Alliance Frangaise (FIAF), Hiro Ballroom, Joe’s Pub, the Maison Frangaise New York University, Medgar Evers
College, and Power House Arena.

Special Media Partner: TRACE Magazine

| Kiffe NY was made possible thanks to the generous support of our sponsors, the Florence Gould Foundation, FACE
(French American Cultural Exchange), CulturesFrance, BNP Paribas, the Fondation Jean-Luc Lagardére, Sofitel Luxury
Hotels, TV5 Monde, the French Music Export Office in NY, Playbill, Région Franche-Comté, Région Rhéne-Alpes, Galerie
Philippe Gravier, Galerie Enrico Navarra, ArteEast, Vu’' La Galerie and Lio Malca.

ABOUT US

CULTURAL SERVICES OF THE FRENCH EMBASSY

The Cultural Services of the French Embassy promote the best in French arts, literature, and education to
cultural and academic institutions across the United States, with a strong focus on the contemporary. It also
seeks to encourage and sustain a high-spirited cultural exchange between the most promising French and
American artists, writers, thinkers, students, and educators, and to continually enhance the number and caliber
of opportunities available to them. The Cultural Services are headquartered in the former Payne Whitney
residence on Fifth Avenue in New York City and at the French Embassy in Washington, D.C., and its programs
are offered either directly by the Departments and Offices or in conjunction with our non-profit parther FACE
(French American Cultural Exchange).

FACE

FACE (French American Cultural Exchange), is a New York-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to
nurturing French-American relations through innovative international projects in the arts and education. Housed
in the Cultural Services of the French Embassy in New York, FACE is administered by a French-American Board
comprised of Trustees based in both New York and Paris. It works in partnership with the Cultural Services of
the French Embassy in the United States.

TRACE TV AND TRACE MAGAZINE

TRACE is a fast growing media brand for urban youth that is successfully building an international network of
magazine and cable television properties. With distribution of both its magazine and television assets in over 120
countries combined with a transcultural and international editorial point of view, TRACE connects (and
communicates) with the growing transcultural audience by highlighting common trends in music, fashion and
culture. With over 55 million TRACE TV spectators around the world and over 100,000 subscribers to TRACE
Magazine in the United States,TRACE TV and TRACE Magazine are the festival's special media partners. The
October edition of Trace Magazine will include a special focus piece on the festival.



