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“Films on the Green” July Series Celebrates Dance 
 

FREE OUTDOOR FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL MOVES TO HARLEM IN JULY 
 
New York, June 18, 2008—Following the amazing success of “Cinéma sur l’Herbe / Films on the Green” in 
June, the Cultural Services of the French Embassy and the New York City Department of Parks and 
Recreation are proud to present a new series of French films for the month of July (July 11-25). “Dancing 
Together” will feature three critically acclaimed and award-winning films showcasing dance and music, from 
tango to hip hop, an electrifying mixture sure to appeal to West Harlem’s diverse residents. The sub-titled 
screenings will continue to take place outdoors every Friday at sunset (around 8.30pm), and will be free of 
charge. All three movies will be followed by parties! 
 
After the East Village, the “Films on the Green” festival is again targeting a specific New York neighborhood with 
several community-run parks so as to create a real connection with its residents. The Mount Morris historical 
district in West Harlem, at the crossroads between the traditional Harlem of 125th street, new immigrant 
communities—such as Little Senegal on 116th street—and the student neighborhoods near City College and 
Columbia University, provides an ideal setting for a festival that seeks to bring neighbors closer together, to 
create new connections, and to contribute to New York’s remarkable melting pot (or dancing pot, as it were!). 
 
The first movie, Je ne suis pas là pour être aimé (Not Here to be Loved), by Stéphane Brizé, is an intimate, 
profoundly endearing portrait of a worn-out police officer who rediscovers his taste for life when he begins to 
learn the tango. The screening will (naturellement!) be followed by a tango session in the park, so that the 
audience can truly get into the spirit of things! 
 
Flora Gomes’s Nha Fala is an exuberant, high-spirited celebration of the power to defy destiny. According to an 
ancestral Cape Verde legend, any girl in Vita’s family who attempts to sing will soon perish. But when Vita falls in 
love with a musician in Paris, she discovers she has a beautiful voice, and she resolves to confront her fate back 
in Cape Verde byC throwing a huge party! Festival-goers will also be able to join in the fun during a BBQ 
following the screening. 
 
In On n’est pas des marques de vélo (We Aren't Cheap Brands), director Jean-Pierre Thorn tells the story of 
Bouda, one of France’s most popular hip hop dancers, who grew up just as hip hop was taking hold in the 
banlieues. Thirty-year old Bouda—along with his friends and family and the most recognized and talented Hip 
Hop artists of his generation—goes over the 80s and 90s and how they formed a new generation. After the 
movie, audience members will be invited to drink a toast to hip hop in France. 
 
WHEN 
 

WHERE WHAT 
 

Friday July 11 
 

Saint Nicholas Park 
 (135th St. & St Nicholas Ave.) 

 

Je ne suis pas là pour être aimé 

Friday July 18 Morning Side Park 
 (110th St. & Morning Side Dr.) 

Nha Fala – My Voice, My Life, My Destiny 

Friday July 25 Herb Garden  
 (111th St. between Lex. & 3rd Ave). 

On n’est pas des marques de vélo 

  

 Please note that each screening will be followed by a party. 
 

These movies have only been screened once before in New York (the prints have been flown in from 
Paris). Please find detailed summaries of the movies below. High-resolution photos are available here: 
xxx 
 
For more information: www.frenchculture.org (Press section user name: xxx | password: xxx) 
 
Program Officer – Film: 
Florence Faure 
Tel 
Email 

Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 



 
 

 FILM CAPSULES 
  
 
 
________________________________________________________ 
JE NE SUIS PAS LA POUR ETRE AIME / NOT HERE TO BE LOVED 
 

 

*** CEC Award for Best Film – 2005 San Sebastián International 
Film Festival *** 
*** Special Prize of the Jury – 2006 Verona Love Screens Film 
Festival *** 
 
Director : Stéphane Brizé 
Actors :  Patrick Chesnais, Anne Consigny, Georges  
Wilson, Lionel Abelanski, Geneviève Mnich, Hélène Alexandridis, 
Cyril Couton, Anne Benoit, Olivier Claverie, Marie-Sohna Condé 
Running time :  1h 33mn  
Genre :  Comedy 

 
Fifty-year-old Jean-Claude Delsart, worn out by his police work, gave up on the idea of life offering any sweet 
surprises some time ago. But he hadn't counted on just what would happen when he finally got up the nerve to 
learn the tango.  

 
“As he is visibly a humanist, the film-maker has enough elegance to give everyone a chance, and 
manages to surprise us as well as himself. His audacity lies in his attachment to the fragile nature of 
"simple hearts", without idealizing them, or despising them. And, a bit like Ozu in times past, in his ability 
to film them simply, on the edge of their emotions.” 
Télérama - Pierre Murat  
 

 “"Je ne suis pas là pour être aimé" is a film that proceeds by light touches, small and always precise 
strokes. (...) Go and see it, it sometimes brings tears to one's eyes.” 
Le Parisien - Pierre Vavasseur  
  

 “A discreet but skillful power (...) Good technique, good technician, a little film among the greats.” 
Chronic'art.com - Guillaume Loison  
 

 “Chesnais is comparable to Droopy in the land of parking tickets, who discovers emotion on a tango 
paso doble. A turmoil begins, seemingly nothing but shaking everything up.” 
Elle - Florence Ben Sadoun  
 

 “Admirable feature film. This intimate, painful and deeply endearing film offers, in the accuracy of its 
tone, a rich study of our everyday life.” 
Brazil - Eric Coubard 
 

 “Interpreted by sensational actors (...), Stéphane Brizé's second long feature film is as humble as it is 
successful. It has that feel-good factor that would be a pity to miss out on.”  
TéléCinéObs - Philippe Piazzo    



________________________________________________________ 
NHA FALA – MY VOICE, MY LIFE, MY DESTINY 
 

 

*** Prize of the City of Amiens & SIGNIS Award– 2002 Amiens 
International Film Festival *** 
*** Award of the City of Ouagadougou – 2003 Panafrican Film 
and Television Festival ***  
*** Laterna Magica Prize – 2002 Venice Film Festival *** 
 
Director : Flora Gomes 
Actors :  Fatou N'Diaye, Angelo Torres, Bia Gomes,  
Jorge Biague, José Carlos Imbombo, Danièle  Évenou, François  
Hadji-Lazaro, Jean-Christophe Dollé 
Running time :  1h 30mn  
Genre :  Musical 

 

In Cape Verde, singing is fundamental to life. Marriages, burials, get-togethers, break-ups, elections and 
inaugurations are all accompanied by song. Only young Vita doesn’t have the right to sing. In her family, an 
ancestral legend promises death to any girl that tries. No song can ever pass her lips. 
In Paris, Vita meets a young musician, Pierre, and falls in love with him. Exhilarated, she lets herself go and 
hums a few notes; she has a magnificent voice. Slowly, Pierre convinces her to record a disc and defy the curse.  
Vita decides to return home and to laugh at fatality. She organizes a lavish party in which she stages her own 
funeral and resurrection, thus showing her family, friends and neighbors, that anything is possible for whoever 
has the courage to dare.  
 

"Exuberant, funny and teasing, choosing both Cartesian France and Africa" - Telerama 
 

"This film exudes a lot of contagious energy and enthusiasm, due in part to Manu Dibango's music" - 
Zurban 
 

"This film, which was clearly a labor of love, is absolutely charming and is a beautiful showcase for its 
extraordinary star, Fatou N'Diaye" - MCinema 
 

"This energetic film has everything to please, notably a brilliant soundtrack by the master Manu Dibango" 
- Telecineobs 

 
________________________________________________________ 
ON N’EST PAS DES MARQUES DE VELO /  WE AREN'T CHEAP BRANDS 
 

 

*** International Competition Documentary Films - 2003 Namur 
International  Film Festival *** 
*** Nuovi Territori – 2003 Venice International Film Festival *** 
 
Director : Jean-Pierre Thorn 
Actors :  Bouda, Sidney Duteil, Kool Shen, Jimmy  
Kiavué, Gabin Nuissier, Pascal-Blaise Ondzie,  Stéphane  
Maugendre 
Running time :  1h 29mn  
Genre :  Documentary 

 

Bouda's story is one of a generation that grew up when Hip Hop was born in the 80's and 90's in France. 
Bouda, an emblematic figure of the hip hop movement, was one of its youngest dancers at the time. The one 
people loved the most. Not because he was the best, but because he was the most promising. As they watched 
his movement and energy, they liked to imagine the future rather than face the present.  
Today, a 30-year-old Bouda—along with the most recognized and talented Hip Hop artists of his generation, 
such as Cool Shen from NTM—comes back on those explosive and promising years that created a generation. 
This is a musical film with hip-hop choreography, a fable in rap narration, "scratched" with images of "tags" and 
graffiti that speak of utopia and downfall.  

 
"Through various testimonies from friends and family, this documentary tells the story of hip-hop icon 
Bouda. Smart and overwhelming, Jean-Pierre Thorn's film upsets our vision of the French 'banlieues'."  - 
Studio 
 



"There is no place for moralizing or condescension in this movie but instead there is sincerity, 
truthfulness and most important of all: tenderness. Tenderness for its characters, famous or anonymous. 
And tenderness for a popular culture, hip-hop, and its history." – Film de Culte 


