
 

France Honors Gena Rowlands 
 
 

ACTRESS AWARDED ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS  
 
 

New York, December 7, 2010—On Thursday, December 16, French Ambassador Pierre Vimont will confer 
upon Gena Rowlands the insignia of Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters during a ceremony at the 
Cultural Services of the French Embassy in New York. 
 
Gena Rowlands is considered by many to be the leading actress of independent cinema for her powerful 
portrayal of very human characters who defy stereotypes. She is best known for the ten films she made with her 
late husband, actor-director John Cassavetes, a symbol of the counter-cultural independent film movement. She 
received Academy Award nominations for her performances in two of these films: Gloria and A Woman Under 
the Influence.  
 
A multiple Emmy and Golden Globe winner, Gena Rowlands first started her acting career on the stage in the 
fifties. Since then, she has played in a score of television series (such as Robert Montgomery Presents, Kraft 
Television Theatre and Studio One), as well as more than 40 movies, including Faces (1968), Minnie and 
Moskowitz (1971), A Woman Under the Influence (1974), Opening Night (1977), Gloria (1980), Love Streams 
(1984), Woody Allen’s Another Woman (1988) and Jim Jarmush’s Night on Earth (1991).  
 
As well as playing alongside many of America’s leading actors and actresses, Gena Rowlands has also shared 
screen time with France’s Catherine Deneuve, Melvil Poupaud and Gérard Depardieu. The latter, a keen fan of 
hers, acquired the French rights to five of Cassavetes’s films in the early 1990s and (re)introduced an 
enthusiastic French public to these works. 
 
The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent 
artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to making French culture known throughout the 
world. The Order is given twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Among the Americans who 
have received this award are Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, 
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep, and Uma Thurman. 
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