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FRANCE TO HONOR 

PHILIPPE DE MONTEBELLO 

WITH LEGION OF HONOR 

 

New York, NY – February 24, 2007 — On Sunday, March 4, 2007, H.E. Renaud Donnedieu de 

Vabres, French Minister for Culture and Media, will confer upon Philippe de Montebello the rank 

of Officer of the Legion of Honor.  

 

The ceremony will take place in the presence of H.E. Jean-David Levitte, Ambassador of France 

to the United States. 

 

Sunday, March 4th 

at 3:30 p.m. 

Consulat Général de France 

934 Fifth Avenue 
 

Following the ceremony, H.E. Renaud Donnedieu de Vabres will be available for a private 

discussion with the media.  

 

Philippe de Montebello, a native of France, has been the director of the Metropolitan Museum since 

1977. Under his leadership, the Metropolitan Museum has nearly doubled in size to two million 

square feet.  

 

Montebello was previously awarded the rank of Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur (1991) and the 

American National Medal of Arts (2002).  

 

The Legion of Honor was created in 1802 by Napoleon to express the gratitude of France to 

individuals of eminent merit for services rendered to the nation, including exceptional artistic and 

intellectual contributions. In the United States, fewer that 500 people living today have received it. 

France 's premier order includes the following Americans among its members: John Ashbery, Iris 

Cantor, Elizabeth Fondaras, Norman Mailer, I.M. Pei, and Colin Powell. For D-Day’s 60th 

anniversary on June 6, 2004, the French government awarded the Legion of Honor to 100 U.S. 

veterans. 

 

For media inquiries, please contact:  

Amaury Laporte, xxx, xxx 
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