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Francophonie Fest in the Heart of Manhattan 
 
 
 

CUNY’S GRADUATE CENTER TO BE AWARDED VENET D’OR DURING 
THE “GRANDE SOIRÉE DE LA FRANCOPHONIE” ON MARCH 17 

 
 

Event: Grande Soirée de la Francophonie 
Dates: Monday March 17 
Hours: 6pm – 9:30pm 

 

Address: Graduate Center 
City University New York (CUNY) 
365 Fifth Avenue (between 34th and 35th street) 
Subway: 33rd st (line 6) or 34th st-Herald Sq (lines B, D, F, N, Q, R, V, 
W) 

 
 

New York, March 13—Manhattan’s conversations will take on a distinctly French accent on March 17, when a 
grand evening will be held in honor of la francophonie at CUNY’s Graduate Center from 6pm to 9:30pm. Paul 
Holdengraber, the public program director of New York’s Public Library, will preside over the evening, during 
which the Graduate Center and its PhD in French program will be awarded the 2008 Venet d’or. More than 
400 guests are expected to attend the cocktail evening, which will feature stands run by the event’s cosponsors. 
 
The Venet d’or, awarded annually in New York, honors an American individual or institution that promotes 
francophonie and its values—solidarity, cultural diversity and multilingualism—in the United States. It is named 
after the celebrated sculptor Bernar Venet, who created the work of art that is presented to the winner. This 
year, the Venet d’or will be awarded to the CUNY Graduate Center’s PhD in French program, which was 
recently ranked second in the country for the scholarly achievement of its faculty (Faculty Scholarly 
Productivity Index). Edouard Glissant, a poet, writer, philosopher, and Distinguished Professor, and Francesca 
Canade Sautman, a Professor of French and the Executive Officer, Ph.D. Program in French, will accept the 
prize on behalf of CUNY’s Graduate Center. 
 
After the award ceremony, two francophone bands will take to the stage for a marvelous evening of music and 
dance. Source & Abdoulaye Diabate, whose members hail from all over the world, will perform an eclectic and 
cosmopolitan jazz with an African twist. Tricot Machine, a duo from Quebec, will captivate the audience with 
candid, catchy piano melodies and vocals that bring to mind Quebec’s traditional chansons.  
 
This evening will just be an avant-goût, or foretaste, of the worldwide Journée Internationale de la 
Francophonie which will be celebrated, as every year, on March 20 by over 200 million French-speakers in 
68 countries across the world. The language they share embodies their solidarity as they cooperate to promote 
a globalization that is respectful of cultural differences. March 20 was chosen in remembrance of the signature, 
in 1970, of the treaty that gave birth to the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (International 
Organization of la Francophonie) in Niamey, Niger. 
 
The Grande Soirée de la Francophonie at CUNY was organized under the aegis of the Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie, and was made possible thanks to the support of the Consulate General of 
Canada, the Québec Government Office, the Cultural Services of the Embassy of France, the Consulate 
General of Switzerland, the Permanent Missions of Canada, France and Switzerland to the United Nations, the 
PhD Program in French of City University New York’s Graduate Center, and French Tuesdays. 
 



For more information: 
www.20mars.francophonie.org (French only) 
www.frenchculture.org 
 Be sure to check out our new Press Section! 
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