
 

France Honors Olivier Bernier, François Cornilliat, 
Vera L. Junkers and Claire E. Sylvan 

 

BERNIER NAMED CHEVALIER OF THE ORDER OF THE ARTS AND LETTERS 
CORNILLIAT, JUNKERS AND SYLVAN RECEIVE ORDER OF ACADEMIC PALMS 

 
 

New York, March 21, 2012—On Monday December 15, Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the Embassy of 
France, will confer upon Olivier Bernier the insignia of chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters, and on 
François Cornilliat, Vera L. Junkers, and Claire E. Sylvan, the insignia of chevalier of the Order of Academic 
Palms. 
 
A citizen of both France and America, Olivier Bernier has done much to promote French-American 
understanding during his influential career. He has been a historian and prolific writer since 1977, when he left 
a career as a private art dealer. His books, which have been consistently well-received, include Pleasure and 
Privilege, Life in France, Naples and the United States, 1770-1790 (Doubleday, 1980); Lafayette, Hero of Two 
Worlds (Dutton, 1983); Words of Fire, Deeds of Blood, The Mob, The Monarchy and the French Revolution 
(Little, Brown, 1989); and Fireworks at Dusk, Paris in the Nineteen Thirties (Little, Brown, 1993). His latest 
book, The World in 1800, was published in March 2000 and he is currently at work on a new book. 
 
François Cornilliat, professor of French at Rutgers University, is an authority on French literature, in 
particular on Renaissance poets, but also a strong proponent of the French language in New Jersey. As the 
French Department’s Acting Chair, he played a key role in the founding of the “French Resource Center” at 
Rutgers, one of the leading such centers in the United States. He also set up a humanities faculty and research 
exchange program with the University of Paris VIII in 2004, which he continues to coordinate. 
 
Few are as passionate about teaching French as Vera L. Junkers. A life member of the American 
Association of Teachers of French (AATF), which she joined as soon as she became a teacher in 1966, Ms. 
Junkers currently teaches French and Italian at New York’s Dominican Academy, as well as French in the 
Continuing Education Program at Hunter College/CUNY. She has always been very actively involved in the 
AATF’s activities, and has served as the New York chapter administrator of its Grand Concours since 2004. 
 
As the founding Executive Director of Internationals Network for Public Schools, Claire E. Sylvan has a 
passion for supporting the native and heritage languages of students, and she has been involved in the creation 
of the French Embassy’s French Heritage Language program from the very beginning (indeed, Internationals 
Network schools were the first to carry the program). The Internationals Network helps provide recent immigrant 
English-language learners with a high-quality education and pathways to college.   
 
The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of the Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent 
artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to the recognition of French culture in the 
world. The Order is given out twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Several Americans have 
received the award, including Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, 
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep and Uma Thurman. 
 
The Ordre des Palmes Académiques (Order of Academic Palms) was founded by Napoleon Bonaparte in 
1808. A brilliant administrator, Napoleon appreciated the importance of education, and he established the 
honorary titles of titulaire, Officier de l'Université, and Officier d'Académies as awards for devotion and 
accomplishment in the areas of teaching scholarship, and research. In more recent times, this award was made 
a ministerial Order under the French Minister of Education and now has three ranks—Chevalier, Officier, and 
Commandeur. 
 



 
For more information: 
 
Director of Awards and Events 
Paula Cianci 
Tel 
Email 

Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 

 
If you would like to stop receiving press releases from the French Cultural Services, please click here. 
Please be sure to use the account you receive these releases on, or include that account’s email address in your 
message’s body. 


