
 

Record Numbers of NYC Students Register for 
French Heritage Summer Camp 

 
 

STUDENTS WILL CELEBRATE QUEBEC CITY’S 400TH
 ANNIVERSARY 

 
 

New York, June 27, 2008—The French Heritage Summer Camp will host a record number of NYC public 
school students from July 7 to July 26 this year, many of whom will travel to Quebec City, Canada, to 
celebrate the 400

th
 anniversary of its founding. During two weeks in New York and one week in Quebec, the 13 

to 19-year-old participants, many of them underprivileged, will be immersed in francophone culture, with 
activities such as film viewings, art, writing, dance and theater workshops, museum visits, games3 all in French! 
They will discover that they don’t need to choose between their old francophone identity and their new American 
one, but that they can reach a balance between the two and succeed in the U.S. 
 
The summer camp program has seen a meteoric rise since it was first launched in 2006, when just 11 students 
got together for 5 days over the month of July. In 2007, twenty-four students signed up for 2 weeks of activities, 
and this summer 80 students, from 18 NYC public high schools, are expected for the 3-week long session. 
They represent such diverse countries as Cote d’Ivoire, Guinée, Haiti, Mali, Senegal and Togo, and hail from 
neighborhoods all over New York City, such as Crown Heights, Harlem, Jamaica, and South Bronx. 
 
As in the past, half of the students’ time will be spent visiting institutions, landmarks and museums, viewing 
French movies and playing games, and the other half participating in arts and crafts workshops led by French-
speaking professional artists and writers. The students will also meet with the Ambassador of the Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF). 
 
The summer camp uses the students’ francophone backgrounds to engage them in activities that make them 
feel they are a part of something larger which connects them even though they are from different countries. 
The French Heritage Language Program thereby demonstrates to francophone families, most of whom have 
recently immigrated to the United States, that not only is it possible to maintain fluency in French while 
simultaneously becoming proficient in English, but that doing so will in fact make learning English easier, as 
research has shown. 
 
The camp also aims to make francophone students proud of the fact that one of their languages of origin can 
be useful to better their future in the United States, since being able to speak an additional language is a great 
asset in today’s global economy, and French is particularly in demand. According to the Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie, there are currently more than 200 million Francophones in the world who 
speak French as a native or adopted language and use it on a regular basis.  
 
The Summer Camp is organized by the French Heritage Language Program, a program of the non-profit 
French American Cultural Exchange foundation, in partnership with the French Embassy and the French-
speaking communities of New York. Four public high schools will host the program this year: Medgar Evers 
College Prep HS, Intl Arts Business School (Brooklyn) Marble Hill School of Intl Studies (Bronx), and Jamaica 
HS (Queens). Because of generous support and contributions from the Association Catholique des 
Sénégalais d’Amérique, representatives of the Haitian community, several French-speaking NYC teachers 
and counselors, the Consulate General of Senegal, the Haitian Mission to the United Nations, Education 
Française à New York (EFNY) and the permanent representation of the Organisation Internationale de la 
Francophonie to the United Nations, the summer camp is capable of catering to a larger crowd or francophone 
parents who might otherwise have been hesitant to enroll their children were the fee larger. The enrolment fee 
for the first two weeks is $30, and the optional week in Quebec costs $120 (with all accommodation, 
transportation and food included). 
 



For more information: 

www.facecouncil.org/fhlp 
www.frenchculture.org  [ Press Section — User Name  :  xxx  |  Password :  xxx ] 
 
 
French Heritage Program Coordinator: 
David Lasserre 
Tel 
Email 

Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 

 
 
About the French Heritage Language Program 

 
The French Heritage Language Program was created in 2005 by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and received additional support from the Alfred & Jane Ross Foundation. Other foundations have since 
contributed to the development of this program, such as the Grand Marnier Foundation, the Graham-Windham 
Foundation, the Arthur Ross Foundation, French-American Aid for Children, the Florence Gould Foundation, and 
France Telecom North America. A number of private donations have also been received. The French Heritage 
Language Program is designed to support and enrich the teaching and learning of the French language, as well 
as French literature and culture, by students of Francophone backgrounds enrolled in New York City public 
schools. The primary objectives of the program are to help these students develop proficiency in French, and 
keep a connection to their respective cultures and identities, while increasing their opportunities for success in 
their new environment. 

Through university partnerships (Center for Applied Linguistics, National Heritage Language Resource 
Center at UCLA), this project also hopes to contribute to scholarly research in the field of heritage language 
learning. As a pilot program, it is a place for pedagogical and methodological exploration, and a way to build new 
partnerships. We seek to develop curriculum models that can be replicated and adapted in other cities in the 
United States, in France as well as in other countries. 

The French Heritage Language Program works closely with the Internationals Network for Public 
Schools, which includes nine high schools for new immigrants in New York City and one in Oakland, California, 
all working at the development of models for global education. The French Heritage Language Program has 
already served 300 students in six different international high schools. 
 

About FACE 

  
FACE (French American Cultural Exchange), is a New York-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

dedicated to nurturing French-American relations through innovative international projects in the arts and 
education. Housed in the Cultural Services of the French Embassy in New York, FACE is administered by a 
French-American Board comprised of Trustees based in both New York and Paris. It works in partnership with 
the Cultural Services of the French Embassy in the United States. 


