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French Touch at PEN World Voices Festival 
 
 

COLUM MCCANN TO BE AWARDED ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS 
 
 

New York, March 30, 2010—America’s only international literary festival is back for its sixth edition from April 
26 to May 2. The PEN World Voices Festival of International Literature will feature more than 50 events with 
150 writers from 40 countries, including several francophone writers such as Philippe Djian, Atiq Rahimi and 
Jean-Philippe Toussaint (who have been invited by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy), as well as 
Lila Azam Zanganeh, Alexandre Najjar, and Monique Proulx.  
 
Philippe Djian is the author of over 20 novels, including the best-seller 37°2 le Matin, published in the United 
States as Betty Blue and adapted for film by Jean-Jacques Beineix. His latest work, Unforgivable, was a #1 best-
seller in France and has just been released in the U.S. Born in Afghanistan, Atiq Rahimi sought refuge in 
France in 1984. In 2008, he won France's most prestigious literary prize, the Prix Goncourt, for his first French-
language novel, The Patience Stone (released in the U.S. in January 2010). Rahimi is also a celebrated 
filmmaker and is currently working on the film adaptation of his novel A Thousand Rooms of Dreams and Fear. 
Belgium’s Jean-Philippe Toussaint, whose minimalist, philosophical work has been compared to Samuel 
Beckett’s, is the author of ten novels—including prize-winning Running Away—and several films. Two of his 
books will come out in the U.S. this year: Self-Portrait Abroad (May 11)  and The Truth About Marie. 
 
To mark the Festival’s opening, Irish author Colum McCann will be presented with the insignia of Chevalier of 
the Order of Arts and Letters by the French government. McCann is the author of two collections of short 
stories and five novels, including This Side of Brightness, Dancer and Zoli, all of which were international best-
sellers. His latest novel is Let the Great World Spin, a powerful allegory of the September 11 attacks.  The Ordre 
des Arts et des Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent artists and 
writers, irrespective of their nationality. 
 
The six days of conversations, panels, readings and performances (including a translation slam and an all-star 
Cabaret!) will give American readers the opportunity to participate in a fascinating cross-cultural exchange while 
meeting well-known U.S. authors such as Patti Smith, Jonathan Lethem, Richard Ford, and Toni Morrison. 
Though most of the events will be held in New York, for the first time ever the Festival will also take to the road, 
with a series of events taking place in ten other U.S. cities such as San Francisco, Seattle, Pittsburgh and 
Portland. 
 
International PEN is the world’s oldest literary and human rights organization. This year will mark the 50

th
 

anniversary of its campaigns on behalf of persecuted writers throughout the world. To highlight its efforts to free 
imprisoned writers, there will be an empty chair onstage at each of this year’s events, dedicated to writers 
currently in prison. 
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EVENTS FEATURING FRENCH-SPEAKING AUTHORS 
 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 

8 p.m. Philippe Djian—Life, Literature, and Betty Blue 
Participants: Philippe Djian and A.M. Homes 
La Maison Francaise, NYU, 16 Washington Mews—Free! 
 
A French author of Armenian descent, Philippe Djian wrote 37°2 le matin, which was filmed by Jean-Jacques 
Beineix as Betty Blue.  His latest novel Unforgivable was a bestseller in France, and received the 2009 Prix Jean 
Freustié. Today he’ll talk with novelist and screenwriter A.M. Homes about a life in literature, traveling to 
America, and much more besides. >>More Information 
 
Cosponsored by La Maison Francaise, NYU, and the Cultural Services of the French Embassy 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 

8 p.m. Readings from Around the Globe—Opening Night Extravaganza  
 
Participants: Mohsin Hamid, László Krasznahorkai, Andrea Levy, Yiyun Li, Daniele Mastrogiacomo, Sofi 
Oksanen, Atiq Rahimi, Salman Rushdie, Alberto Ruy-Sánchez, Patti Smith, Andrzej Stasiuk, and Miguel 
Syjuco. 
 
92nd Street Y, Unterberg Poetry Center, 1395 Lexington Avenue 
Tickets: $20/$15 PEN Members and Poetry Center subscribers, www.smarttix.com or 212.868.4444 
 
Celebrate the official opening of the sixth annual PEN World Voices Festival with an extraordinary lineup of 
internationally acclaimed writers from Pakistan, Hungary, China, the United Kingdom, Italy, Finland, Afghanistan, 
India, Mexico, the United States, Poland, and the Philippines. >>More Information 
 
Cosponsored by the 92nd Street Y Unterberg Poetry Center 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 2 

7 p.m. Adaptation: From Page to Screen 
Participants: Philippe Djian, Barry Gifford, Richard Price, and Jean-Philippe Toussaint; Directed by 
Francine Prose. 
Jack H. Skirball Center for the Performing Arts at NYU 566 LaGuardia Place (at Washington Square 
South) 
Tickets: $15/$12 PEN Members and current NYU ID holders (includes faculty and staff) 
  
What is lost — and what is gained — in the translation of fiction to film? Come for a fascinating, sometimes 
heartbreaking, sometimes joyous look at what happens when film directors get their hands on the books we love. 
>>More Information 
  
Tickets: www.skirballcenter.nyu.edu or 212.352.3101, or in person at Skirball Center Shagan Box Office, 566 
LaGuardia Place, Tuesday to Saturday 12 to 6 p.m. 
 
Cosponsored by La Maison Francaise, NYU, Skirball Center for the Performing Arts at NYU, and the Cultural 
Services of the French Embassy 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 29 

7:30 p.m. An Around the World Reading 
Participants: Preston L. Allen, Javier Cercas, Siri Hustvedt, Karl O. Knausgaard, Anne 
Landsman, Thomas Pletzinger, Monique Proulx, Lee Stringer, Christos Tsiolkas, and Tommy Wieringa 
Joe's Pub, 425 Lafayette Street, Tickets: $15/$10 PEN & ACLU Members. www.joespub.com or 212-967-
7555 
 
Grab your passport and come on a trip around the world with Festival airlines. We’ll make numerous stops in 
Europe, then head to Australia, Quebec, and South Africa before we land back in the U.S. Please fasten your 
seat belts, sit back and relax, even grab a delicious Joe’s Pub cocktail, while you enjoy a very special evening of 
fiction and nonfiction readings by award-winning writers from here and abroad. >>More Information 
 
Co-sponsored by Joe’s Pub 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 30 

12:30 p.m. Garden Readings 
Participants: Filip Florian, Rodrigo Fresán, Marcel Möring, Monique Proulx. 
Deutsches Haus at NYU, 42 Washington Mews—FREE! 
 
Join us under the trees in the beautiful courtyard of Deutsches Haus for this special lunchtime reading 
with international guests of the Festival. >>More Information 
 
Co-sponsored by Deutsches Haus at NYU  
 
 
 

FRIDAY APRIL 30 

4:30 p.m. Heaven and Earth 
Participants: Karl O. Knausgaard, Joris Luyendijk, Monique Proulx, and Roman Senchin; Moderated by 
Noreen Tomassi. 
Austrian Cultural Forum, 11 East 52nd Street 
Free but reservations are required. Please call ACF’s reservation line at (212) 319-5300 ext. 222 or e-mail 
reservations@acfny.org.  
  
Writers have any number of tools up their sleeve — structure, genre, and language are among some of the 
many devices they can call upon. Whether to swoop through the celestial heavens on the rhythms of lyrical 
language or move through terra firma with accurate, hard-hitting depictions, is a decision writers make before 
they even put pen to paper. >>More Information 
 
Co-sponsored by the Austrian Cultural Forum 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 1 

12:30 p.m. War and the Novel 
Participants: Bernardo Atxaga, Filip Florian, Assaf Gavron, and Atiq Rahimi; Moderated by Susan 
Kunklin. 
Scandinavia House, 58 Park Avenue—FREE! 
 
Why have novelists so long been drawn to the subject of war? And how do writers engage with this fraught and 
complicated subject? Join novelists from Afghanistan, Spain, Romania, and Israel as they discuss these and 
many other questions. >>More Information 
 
Cosponsored by The American-Scandinavian Foundation 
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SATURDAY, MAY 1 

1 p.m. New European Fiction 
Participants: Naja Marie Aidt, Aleksandar Hemon, valter hugo mãe, Colum McCann, and Jean-Philippe 
Toussaint 
Le Poisson Rouge, 158 Bleecker Street 
Tickets: $10/$8 PEN Members, http://lepoissonrouge.com or 212.505.3474 
 
Continuing their recent conversation in the pages of The Believer, Best European Fiction series editor 
Aleksandar Hemon will speak with Colum McCann. Then, three contributors to the inaugural volume, from 
Belgium, Portugal, and Denmark, will read from their work and discuss with Hemon exciting things happening 
right now in the literature of their countries. >>More Information 
 
Food and drink are available at this event. 
Cosponsored by Le Poisson Rouge, Dalkey Archive, and Granta 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 2 

4 p.m. Atiq Rahimi in Conversation with Lila Azam Zanganeh 
French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF), Tinker Auditorium, 55 East 59th Street--FREE! 
 
Atiq Rahimi fled Afghanistan after the Soviet invasion, eventually receiving political asylum in France; he has 
since become a renowned filmmaker and author. Lila Azam Zanganeh was born in Paris to Iranian parents; she 
is now fluent in six languages and has written for The New York Times, Le Monde, and La Repubblica. Join 
these acclaimed émigrés for a conversation about Iran, exile, literature, film, and more. >>More Information 
 
Co-sponsored the French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF) and the Cultural Services of the French Embassy 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 2 

5 p.m. World Nomads Lebanon: Alexandre Najjar 
Le Skyroom, French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF), 22 East 60th Street--FREE! 
 
Lebanese author Alexandre Najjar joins us to discuss his multifaceted, award-winning career and read from 
some of his works. Born in Lebanon, Najjar now splits his time between Paris and Beirut, and serves as director 
of Beirut’s French-language monthly L’Orient littéraire. His recent awards include the Prix Méditerranée and the 
Grand Prix de la Francophonie Hervé Deluen awarded by l’Académie Française, both in 2009. >>More 
Information 
 
Co-sponsored the French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF) 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 1 

5:30 p.m. The Essay 
Participants: Quim Monzó, Peter Schneider, and Jean-Philippe Toussaint; Moderated by Susan Harris, 
editorial director, Words Without Borders. 
Scandinavia House, 58 Park Avenue—Free!  
 
Three writers, all of them accomplished essayists, discuss the form — its great history, its restraints, freedoms, 
and challenges. >>More Information 
  
Cosponsored by The American-Scandinavian Foundation and Words Without Borders 
 

Click here for the complete schedule of events. 
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FRENCH-SPEAKING AUTHORS 
 

Lila Azam 
Zanganeh 

 

Lila Azam Zanganeh studied literature and philosophy at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in 
Paris. She moved to the United States in 1998 to teach literature, cinema, and Romance 
languages at Harvard University. 
 
She has been, since 2002, a literary contributor to Le Monde and has been published in The 
New York Times, The Nation, The Paris Review, and La Repubblica. Her first book—Light of 
My Life—a combination of fiction and essay celebrating happiness according to Vladimir 
Nabokov, will be published in 2011 by Norton in the United States and Penguin Modern 
Classics in England. 

Philippe Djian 

 

Philippe Djian is the renowned author of over 20 novels, including Assassins, Frictions, 
Impuretés, and the best-seller 37°2 le Matin, published in the United States as Betty Blue 
and adapted for film by Jean-Jacques Beineix. A #1 best-seller in France, Unforgivable 
received the 2009 Prix Jean Freustié, given to a French author for a work in prose. 
 
He lives in Paris. 

Alexandre Najjar 

 

Alexandre Najjar has written eight books. Two of his novels have been translated into 
English: The Silence of My Father and The School of War. He is the winner of the Prix 
Méditerranée and the French Academy Prize. 
 
He is also a lawyer and the director of the French magazine, L’Orient littéraire, published 
monthly in Beirut. 

Monique Proulx 

 

Monique Proulx is a novelist and a writer of short stories and screenplays. 
 
Awards for the screen adaptation of The Invisible Man at the Window include the prestigious 
Québec-Paris Prize, and The Sex of the Stars won Best Canadian Film at the International 
Film Festival of Montréal. 
 
Her collection of short stories Aurora Montrealis (Les Aurores Montréales) has been 
published in a dozen countries. Her latest book is the novel Wildlives (Champagne). 

Atiq Rahimi 

 

Atiq Rahimi was born in Afghanistan in 1962, but fled to France in 1984. There he has 
become renowned as a maker of documentary and feature films, and as a writer. 
 
The film of his novel Earth and Ashes was in the Official Selection at Cannes in 2004 and 
won a number of prizes. He is currently adapting another of his novels, A Thousand Rooms 
of Dreams and Fear, for the screen. Stone of Patience will be released in 2010. 
 
Since 2001, Rahimi has returned to Afghanistan to set up a Writers’ House in Kabul to offer 
support and training to young Afghan writers and filmmakers. 
 
He lives in Paris. 

Jean-Philippe 
Toussaint 

 

Jean-Philippe Toussaint is the author of seven novels and several films. His work has been 
compared to the work of Samuel Beckett, and the films of Jacques Tati and Jim Jarmusch. 
 
Running Away was awarded the Prix Médicis in 2005. He is included in Best European 
Fiction 2010. 
 
In 2010, two new titles will be released: Self-Portrait Abroad and The Truth About Marie. 

 


