
 

J.M.G. Le Clézio and Muriel Barbery in New York 
For PEN World Voices Festival 

 
New York, April 15, 2009—The winner of the 2008 Nobel prize for literature, Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio, 
and the author of the best-selling novel Elegance of the Hedgehog, Muriel Barbery, will be in New York this 
spring as part of the PEN World Voices Festival of International Literature (April 27-May 3), a celebration of 
world literature featuring 160 writers from 41 countries. In addition to Mr. Le Clézio and Ms. Barbery, a number of 
French-speaking writers will participate in the more than 60 scheduled events, including Salwa Al Neimi, Nicole 
Brossard, Frankétienne, Emmanuel Guibert, Dany Laferrière and Bernard Comment, who will present a 
lecture about Roland Barthes at the Maison Française of New York University.  
 
An avid traveler, French-Mauritian novelist and essayist Le Clézio has written more than 40 books about exile 
and self-discovery, as well as the clash between modern civilization and traditional cultures. In awarding him the 
Nobel prize for literature in 2008, the Swedish Academy called Le Clézio an “author of new departures, poetic 
adventure and sensual ecstasy, explorer of a humanity beyond and below the reigning civilization.” On the 
occasion of the World Voices Festival, he will be joined in conversation by The New Yorker’s Adam Gopnik. 
 

Event Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio in Conversation with Adam Gopnik 

Date Friday, April 24 at 8 p.m 

Description Mr. Le Clézio's first major U.S. appearance since being awarded the Nobel for Literature. 

Location 92Y Unterberg Poetry Center: 1395 Lexington St, New York, NY 

Tickets $25 - PEN members $20, students $12 www.smarttix.com / 212.868.4444 

 
Muriel Barbery’s The Elegance of the Hedgehog has been a popular worldwide phenomenon spending 
months, even years, on national bestseller lists from France and Italy to South Korea. The U.S. edition currently 
occupies the #13 position on the New York Times trade paperback bestseller list, and #2 position on the 
IndieBound bestseller list. She will participate in two World Voices events: 
 

Event Resonances: Writers on the Great Works - with Muriel Barbery, Salwa Al Neimi, José Manuel Prieto, 
George Packer, and Antonio Tabucchi 

Date Tuesday, April 28, 2:30–4 p.m. 

Description How does writing from the past persist, influence and spark contemporary writers and their work? 

Location Baruch College's William and Anita Newman Vertical Campus, Multi-Purpose Room (1-107) 
55 Lexington Avenue at 25th Street, ground floor 

Tickets Free and open to the public 

 

Event Evolution/Revolution - with Muriel Barbery, Nicole Brossard, Narcís Comadira, Jose Dalisay, 
Edwidge Danticat, Péter Nádas, Sergio Ramírez, Salman Rushdie, and Raja Shehadeh 

Date Wednesday, April 29, 8 p.m.–9:30 p.m. 

Description An unforgettable night of readings from around the globe. 

Location The Great Hall at Cooper Union, 7 East 7th Street 

Tickets $20/$15: www.smarttix.com or 212.868.4444 

 
For more information:  www.pen.org/festival  www.frenchculture.org   
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