
 

Ariane Mnouchkine Opens Lincoln Center Festival 
 
 
 

U.S. PREMIERE OF “LES EPHEMERES” ON JULY 7 
 
 

New York, June 15, 2009—The U.S. premiere of Les Éphémères, a play directed by French theater visionary 
Ariane Mnouchkine, will open the Lincoln Center Festival 2009 on July 7. An intimate work written collectively 
by the Théâtre du Soleil company, it illuminates the ephemeral quality of human existence in all its fragility and 
banality. This performance, which received the support of the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, will be 
the company’s first Lincoln Festival appearance since Le Dernier Caravansérail in 2005. 
 

Les Éphémères (U.S. Premiere) 
Directed by Ariane Mnouchkine 
Created collectively by Le Théâtre du Soleil 
Music by Jean-Jacques Lemêtre 
Performed in French with English supertitles 
3 hours and 20 minutes (each part), one intermission 
 
Part One – July 7, 10, 15 at 7:30pm 
Part Two – July 8, 16, 17 at 7:30pm 
Full Cycle (with dinner break between Parts 1 and 2) – July 11, 12, 18, 19 at 2:30pm 
 
Park Avenue Armory, 643 Park Avenue, between 66th and 67th Streets 
Tickets: $75, 100 (for each part, whether separate days, or same-day immersion) 
 
www.armoryonpark.org  | www.lincolncenter.org 

  
In Les Éphémères, Mnouchkine and her company present a mosaic of ordinary lives through a series of 
snapshots of commonplace events. These fleeting moments of joy and sorrow, love and hatred, tenderness 
and anger create a powerful impression of the unstoppable passage of time, from birth to death, and how the 
accumulation of these seemingly random vignettes constitute full lives. Mnouchkine’s actors—who perform these 
brief scenes on movable platforms that are wheeled on and off the stage—each tackle several roles throughout 
a play that is derived from their own memories and improvisations. The director herself describes Les 
Éphémères as “a hymn to the beauty of the world and humanity,” and there is no doubt that this production is yet 
another milestone in Le Théâtre du Soleil’s 45-year history.  
 
Sponsors: 
Presented in association with Park Avenue Armory. 
Made possible in part by The Grand Marnier Foundation. 
Additional support provided by Georges Lurcy Charitable and Educational Trust and the Cultural Services of the 
French Embassy. 
 
For more information: 
www.frenchculture.org  [ Press Section — User Name  :  xxx  |  Password :  xxx ] 
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ABOUT LE THEATRE DU SOLEIL 
 

Founded in 1964 by director Ariane Mnouchkine and a group of actors and technicians coming from university 
theater, Le Théâtre du Soleil is now an international company of 75 people–including actors, technicians, and 
designers–who operate in a democratic, community-oriented environment in which company meals are 
cooperatively prepared and shared at its Paris home base, often with the evening’s audience included. 
Mnouchkine has staged some 30 productions with Le Théâtre du Soleil, a number of which have been filmed, 
and many of which have toured to theater festivals around the world. She has staged Shakespeare, Molière, 
classical Greek drama, and original scripts with such collaborators as Hélène Cixous and Guy-Claude François. 
Since 1970, Le Théâtre du Soleil has been based in the Cartoucherie in Paris’s Bois de Vincennes. The 
company had not performed in New York in a dozen years prior to its appearance at Lincoln Center Festival 05 
with the highly acclaimed Le Dernier Caravansérail, about which The New York Times said, “Ms. Mnouchkine 
and her remarkable assembly of artists evoke the struggles and suffering of their subjects with a simplicity and 
compassionOdespite its broad scope, Caravansérail is a profoundly intimate theatrical work.” 

 


