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Focus on French Design this Fall in NYC
FIRST EVER PATRICK JOUIN EXHIBIT IN THE UNITED STATES

New York, November 3, 2010—This Fall will see the rise of a new generation of French designers, following in
the footsteps of such icons as Philippe Starck and Andrée Putman. Three events, co-organized by the Cultural
Services of the French Embassy / Maison Frangaise, will form a “Focus on French Design” from November 9 to
November 18 whose highlight will be the first ever Patrick Jouin exhibit in America.

The first conference, to be held on November 10 at the Museum of Art and Design, will feature Paris-based
designer Patrick Jouin discussing the hidden processes and techniques behind his groundbreaking work. Born
in 1967, Patrick Jouin first practiced his craft as Philippe Starck’s protégé and is now one of France’s most
important contemporary designers in his own right. He is perhaps best known to the general public for designing
the Vélib bicycle stations (the rental bike system now ubiquitous in the streets of Paris) and the French capital’s
self-cleaning lavatories. An example of his work can be seen in New York, at the Gilt Bar and Restaurant of the
New York Palace Hotel. His first solo show in the United States, “Patrick Jouin: Design and Gesture” at the
Museum of Art and Design (November 9 through February 6), will examine the role of “gestures” in preparing a
culinary dish, from the initial preparation to the final service. Many of his most innovative designs will be on
display, as well as 22 of his landmark domestic designs, ranging from his Zermatt flatware to his C1 Solid chair.

In the framework of the ongoing “Why Design Now” National Design Triennial exhibition at the Cooper-Hewitt
National Design Museum (through January 9), a conversation between Frangois Azambourg, Eben Bayer
and other triennial participants about the innovative materials they are using in their work will be held on
November 16 at the Cooper-Hewitt Museum. The discussion will be moderated by Andrew H. Dent from
Material Connexion. The notion of materials is naturally of prime importance to designers, and their nature is
evolving very rapidly.

The third conversation, a free panel discussion between Normal Studio and Frangois Azambourg, two highly
regarded product design studios based in Paris, and their New York City counterparts Antenna Design and Jeff
Miller, will take place on November 18 at the Parsons’ New School for Design. All four studios are known for
their meaningful and extraordinarily well-crafted products, and the designers will discuss the modernist promise,
the disappearing middle class, future thinking and daily practice in Paris and New York.

In Conversation: Patrick Jouin Material Use Quotidian Product: Paris / New York
Wednesday, November 10th at 7pm Tuesday, November 16th at 6:30pm Thursday, November 18th at 6pm
Museum of Arts and Design Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum Parsons The New School for Design
2 Columbus Circle, New York, NY 2 East 91st Street, New York, NY Wollman Hall, Lang Building, room B500
www.madmuseum.org www.cooperhewitt.org/calendar 66 West 12th Street, New York, NY
For tickets please call: 212 299 7740 Conversation with Frangois Azambourg, www.newschool.edu/parsons
Eben Bayer and other triennial participants. Free event
Moderated by Andrew H. Dent, Vice Panel discussion between Paris-based
President, Material Connexion studios Normal Studio and Frangois
Azambourg with New York City studios
Exhibition Exhibition Antenna Design and Jeff Miller.
Patrick Jouin: Design and Gesture Why design now? National Design Triennial = Moderated by Parsons Associate Professor
November 9, 2010 - February 6, 2011 Through January 9, 2011 Rama Chorpash.

Exhibit supported by CulturesFrance

All talks will be in English.
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