
 

Ron Agam Awarded Legion of Honor 
 
 

“BRIDGE-BUILDER” AND PHOTOGRAPHER RECEIVES FRANCE’S HIGHEST HONOR 
 
 

New York, October 7, 2009—On October 6, French Ambassador Pierre Vimont conferred upon Ron Agam the 
insignia of chevalier of the Legion of Honor. A celebrated photographer, Ron Agam is also a committed 
humanitarian and international bridge-builder. He has done much to foster close ties between the Jewish 
communities in France, Israel and the United States, and has played a key role in establishing a relationship of 
trust and cooperation between France and the Jewish community in America. 
 
Ron Agam was born in Paris in 1958 and was educated in France, Rehovot (Israel), and New York. After a stint 
in the world of real estate in Chicago, Mr. Agam returned to New York in the 1990s to focus on the art world. 
There he founded Artra Diverse Dimensions, a publishing house, and opened Artlife, a gallery in Soho for 
contemporary artists. But his true passion was photography: already as a child he’d been drawn to the camera, 
beginning at age six when he shot stills of the works of his father, well-known artist Yaacov Agam.  
 
Ron Agam received great acclaim for his first exhibition in 1994, featuring a series of photographs taken at the 
Western Wall and the Ultra-Orthodox conclave of Meah Shearim in Jerusalem. In late 2001, he created a series 
based on the photos he took at Ground Zero on September 11, while helping the injured alongside a rabbi. This 
day was a defining moment for him, and he has since raised funds for the victims of the attacks, having his work 
shown in a traveling group exhibition of 9/11 photography. In his latest exhibition, “In Full Bloom” (2009), he has 
focused on ecological concerns, depicting flowers on a monumental scale. His photographs have appeared in 
numerous media outlets around the world, from Newsweek to Time Magazine to MTV.  
 
The highest award bestowed by the French government, the National Order of the Legion of Honor was 
founded by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize outstanding achievement in the military as well as in the public 
and private sectors. The Order is made up of five ranks: chevalier, officier, commandeur, grand officier, and 
grand croix.  Recipients are named by decree signed by the President of the Republic. The Legion of Honor may 
be awarded to foreign citizens, though such recognition is relatively rare. American honorees include John 
Ashbery, Renée Fleming, Barbara Streisand, and Elie Wiesel, as well as hundreds of World War II veterans. 
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