
 

Christian Boltanski in NY to Promote Biography 
 

“THE POSSIBLE LIFE OF CHRISTIAN BOLTANSKI” TO BE RELEASED IN U.S. 
 

 
New York, August 11, 2009—French artist Christian Boltanski and art historian and curator Catherine 
Grenier will be in New York from September 14 to 18 on the occasion of the U.S. release of The Possible Life 
of Christian Boltanski (MFA Publications). They will participate in two events, both free and open to the public: 
 

Tuesday Sept 15 
6:00pm – 7:30pm 
 

NYPL (New York Public Library) 
Fifth Ave. and West 42nd St. 
Berger Forum (North end of 2nd floor) 

Discussion with Christian Boltanski, Catherine 
Grenier and Mark Polizzotti (MFA publications) 
 

Thursday Sept 17 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 

Strand Bookstore 
828 Broadway (at 12th St.) 

Discussion with Christian Boltanski, Catherine 
Grenier & Mark Polizzotti, and book signing 

 
Published on the artist’s 65th birthday, The Possible Life of Christian Boltanski is written in the form of a 
book-length interview with art historian Catherine Grenier. Likening the experience to a “psychoanalysis” or 
“confession,” he recounts his wartime childhood (profoundly marked by the Holocaust), his career, friendships 
and marriage, successes and regrets, his approaches to art and teaching, how he created various installations, 
his relations with dealers and the public, and other matters that illuminate his complex, enigmatic works. 
Boltanski relates his remarkable stories—some enormously amusing, others tragic—with a matter-of-factness 
and self-deprecating humor that only highlight the deep humanity of his vision. As both the self-portrait of a major 
contemporary artist and a frank, fascinating memoir, this is a capital work about the nature of art. 
 
The English translation of The Possible Life of Christian Boltanski was made possible with the support of French 
Voices, a program run by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy and FACE (French American Cultural 
Exchange). French Voices supports contemporary French writings (fiction and non-fiction) by offering $6,000 
grants and promotional support to American publishers translating recent (post 2000) French works into English. 
 
Christian Boltanski’s next major project will be an installation, curated by Catherine Grenier, for the Grand 
Palais’s MONUMENTA initiative, from January 13 to February 21, 2010. Each year, a leading contemporary 
artist engages with the monumental 145,300 square-foot nave of the Grand Palais by creating site-specific 
works. After having featured Anselm Kiefer (2007) and American sculptor Richard Serra (2008), the Grand 
Palais’s immense glass vault, which rises to a height of 148 feet, will prove an ideal setting for Boltanski’s work. 
   
For more information:  www.frenchculture.org  www.monumenta.com 
For high resolution photos: xxx 
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PRAISE FOR THE FRENCH EDITION OF “THE POSSIBLE LIFE OF CHRISTIAN BOLTANSKI” 

 
 
“Boltanski casts a truly retrospective gaze over his oeuvre, a gaze that bespeaks the intelligence of his life as an 
artist, in his moments both of strength and of weakness . . . These conversations let us into the meanderings of 
work in progress, and into the detours the artist has taken since the early 2000s . . . They are therefore like one 
of Boltanski’s works, perhaps the most perfect of all: a work that bespeaks an exemplary life composed of many 
stories, a life that has now become legendary.” – Artpress 
 
“Breathtaking . . . Never has Christian Boltanski spoken as personally and sincerely.” – L’Express 
 
“Straightforward, complete, imbued with grace . . . a rare book.” – Beaux Arts 
 
“Conducted like a conversation, this exchange presents the unknown side of a world-famous artist.” – Nouvel 
Observateur 
 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

 
 

CHRISTIAN BOLTANSKI—Born in France on September 6, 1944, 
Christian Boltanski explores the questions of identity, loss, collective 
memory and personal history in his emotionally resonant work, which 
includes photography, installation, video and sound pieces.  He has 
participated in Documenta V (1972), VI (1977), and VIII (1987). He 
has had major exhibitions at the Centre Georges Pompidou Paris 
(1984); the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago and MoCA Los 
Angeles (1988), and at the Whitechapel Art Gallery, London (1990).  
 
CATHERINE GRENIER, who recorded and edited Boltanski’s 
remarks for this volume, was recently named director of new 
exhibition spaces at the Pompidou Center in Paris. She is the author 
of several previous books on modern and contemporary art. She will 
curate the Boltanski Monumenta exhibit at the Grand Palais in 2010. 
 
LUC SANTE‘s books include Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New 

York, The Factory of Facts, Evidence, Kill All Your Darlings: Pieces, 1990-2005, and many others. 
 
MARC LOWENTHAL has translated works by Georges Perec, Raymond Queneau, Gérard de Nerval, and, most 
recently, I Am a Beautiful Monster: Poetry, Prose, and Provocation by Francis Picabia. 
 

 

ABOUT US 

 
 

THE CULTURAL SERVICES OF THE FRENCH EMBASSY promote the best in French arts, literature, and 
education to cultural and academic institutions across the United States, with a strong focus on the 
contemporary. The Cultural Services also seek to encourage and sustain a high-spirited cultural exchange 
between the most promising French and American artists, writers, thinkers, students, and educators, and to 
continually enhance the number and caliber of opportunities available to them. The Cultural Services are 
headquartered in the former Payne Whitney residence on Fifth Avenue in New York City and at the French 
Embassy in Washington, D.C., and its programs are offered either directly by its Departments and Offices or in 
conjunction with our non-profit partner FACE (French American Cultural Exchange). 
 
FACE (FRENCH AMERICAN CULTURAL EXCHANGE) is a New York-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to nurturing French-American relations through innovative international projects in the arts and 
education. Housed in the headquarters of the Cultural Services of the French Embassy in New York, its partner, 
FACE is administered by a French-American Board comprised of Trustees based in both the U.S. and France. 
For more information: www.facecouncil.org.  

 
The Possible Life Of Christian Boltanski 
Christian Boltanski and Catherine Grenier 
Foreword by Luc Sante 
Translated from the French by Marc Lowenthal 
 
ISBN: 0-87846-746-4 
Publication date: September 2009 
Pages: 256 
Trim: 5.5 x 8” 
Illustrations: 3 color and 14 b/w photos 
Price: $35.00, hardcover 
MFA PUBLICATIONS 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
465 Huntington Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 
Tel. 617 369 4233 � Fax 617 369 3459 
www.mfa.org/publications 


