
 

6th Annual globalFEST 
at NYC’s Webster Hall 

 
 

12 ARTISTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD ON 3 STAGES 
 

January 11, 2009,  
 doors open at 6pm, show starts at 7pm 

 
Line-up features French groups L&O, Shanbehzadeh Ensemble (Iran/France) and Watcha Clan, as well as the 

French-produced Calypso Rose and Femi Kuti & the Positive Force. 
 

New York, March 21, 2012—For the sixth year, this leading showcase for international sounds keeps a foot 
in the door of cultural exchange, giving dozens of musicians access to the national stage. The event takes place 
on January 11, 2009 (7 pm) on three stages at the newly remodeled Webster Hall in New York City. With just 
one ticket, festival-goers can see twelve acts in one night, representing diverse global styles, from 
groundbreaking hybrids to little-known traditions, and in three unique settings under the same roof. 
 
France’s L&O, led by violinist Oliver Slabiak of klezmorim Les Yeux Noirs, (a standout group in globalFEST’s 
inaugural edition), will make the U.S. debut of a new project with his operatically trained vocalist wife Laure, 
bringing their swinging and cosmopolitan update of French chanson. 

Fronted by a be-dreadlocked Algerian Jewish singer born in Marseille, the tribal electronica of Watcha Clan 
turns the Mediterranean Basin into one big rave, uniting Balkan and Berber beats, four languages, and one 
mean sampler. 

Paris-based Shanbehzadeh and his son dive deep into the trance-like vocals and compelling rhythms of 
Boushehr in Southern Iran, a neglected corner of the Middle East, where Persian, African, and Indian sounds 
have merged for 500 years. Shanbehzadeh’s roots go back to the East African island of Zanzibar; his hip-
swinging dances, unique bagpipe, striking double flute, and stirring percussion reveal an unexpected side of 
Iranian music, one steeped in traditions from around the Persian Gulf. 

globalFEST is timed to coincide with the annual Association for Performing Arts Presenters conference, 
when thousands of concert presenters are in town to program their upcoming seasons. While globalFEST was 
created in the wake of 9/11, a time of xenophobic backlash and tightening visa restrictions, the festival has 
always kept a finger on the pulse of cross-border musical exchange and has adapted to the changing needs 
of the field. The festival directors—Bill Bragin of Acidophilus: Live & Active Cultures and Isabel Soffer of World 
Music Institute, are joined by Shanta Thake of Joe’s Pub at The Public Theater. 
  
Please find the full press release here: 
http://www.rockpaperscissors.biz/index.cfm/fuseaction/current.press_release/project_id/397.cfm 
  
Press Contact 
 
    Dmitri Vietze 
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    Tel 
    Email 
  



Schedule 
 
    BALLROOM: Hot 8 Brass Band (7:00-7:45); La Troba Kung Fu (8:05-8:50); Kailash Kher's Kailasa (9:10-
9:55); Femi Kuti & the Positive Force (10:25-11:10) 
 
    MARLIN ROOM: Shanbehzadeh (7:20-8:10); L&O (8:30-9:20); Marcio Local (9:40-10:10:30); Calypso Rose 
(10:50-11:40) 
 
    STUDIO: Occidental Brothers (7:10-8:10); Tanya Tagaq (8:30-9:30); Chiche Libre (9:50-10:50); Watcha Clan 
(11:10-12:10) 
  
Tickets 
 
    Tickets are $40, $35 for WMI Friends 
    Artist lineup and schedule is subject to change. 
    Tix/Info: 212 545-7536 (World Music Institute)  
    Online http://www.ticketmaster.com/  
    Or 212-307-7171 
  
For more information  
 
    Check videos of the featured artists at: 
    http://tinyurl.com/globalFEST-videos 
 
    Listen to music samples on: 
    http://www.globalfest-ny.org 
  
Credits 
 
    Support for all six editions has been provided by The Cultural Services of the French Embassy with additional support 
from the French Music Export Office, recognizing France’s pre-eminent role as a hotbed of global music activity. 
globalFEST is presented in association with Bowery Presents. 
 
    WNYC, our media sponsor, will be webcasting live from all three stages on www.wnyc.org 
 
    Visa services are provided courtesy of Tamizdat.  La Troba Kung-Fú’s performance is supported by the Institut Ramon 
Llull. Tanya Tagaq will appear at globalFEST thanks to support from the Canada Council for the Arts and the Foundation for 
Assisting Canadian Talent on Recordings (FACTOR).  


