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Bernard Kouchner to Award Calder Prize, 
Embodying French-American Artistic Exchanges  

 
 

FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER BERNARD KOUCHNER WILL 
AWARD CALDER PRIZE TO A LITHUANIAN ARTIST IN NEW YORK  

 
 

   Event : Calder Prize Award Ceremony 
   Date : Sunday September 23  

    Time : 6pm 
    Venue : Cultural Services of the Embassy of France 
      972 Fifth Avenue at 79

th
 street, New York, NY 

 
 
New York, September 14— French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner, in 
New York to attend the opening of the 62

nd
 session of the U.N. General 

Assembly, will award the 2007 Calder Prize to Zilvinas Kempinas, a 
Lithuanian artist, during a ceremony at the Cultural Services of the Embassy of 
France on September 23. The award ceremony will also mark the launch of an 
exhibition at the Cultural Services celebrating French-American artistic 
exchanges through 19 years of Atelier Calder residencies. Several prominent 
members of the artistic and political communities will be present, including 
France’s new ambassador, his excellency Pierre Vimont, Alexander S. C. 
Rower, Calder’s grandson and the president of the Calder Foundation, 
Stanley Cohen, president of the Scone Foundation, and other members of the 
Calder family.  
 
The Calder Prize is awarded every two years to contemporary artists who have 
completed exemplary work early in their careers. Zilvinas Kempinas, a 38-
year-old Lithuanian who has been living in New York since 1998, will receive a $50,000 grant and the placement 
of one of his signature works in a major public institution. Mr. Kempinas, who was recently named one of the 
‘Future Greats: 25 Artists You Need to Know’ by Art Review Magazine, will commence his six-month 
residency at the Atelier Calder in January 2008.  His elegant installations follow in the tradition of Calder by 
creating monumentality and depth with the lightest of means. 
 
The Calder Prize grew out of the success of the Atelier Calder residency program. In this unprecedented 
program, an international artist is invited to live and work in the town of Saché, France, for a six-month period, 
benefiting from technical and financial backing to help realize undertakings that might otherwise prove daunting. 
The Atelier Calder program, which operates out of Alexander Calder’s home and studio in Saché, testifies to 
the tremendous impact living in France had on Calder’s life and work. One art reviewer of the time noted, “Like 
the Statue of Liberty, Alexander Calder has become something of a monument to French-American rapport.” 
The Atelier Calder continues this vibrant tradition of artistic exchange to this day. Works by former Atelier 
Calder residents, such as Tara Donovan, Marina Abramovic and Los Carpinteros, will also be exhibited at the 
French Cultural Services. All have benefited from the magic of Saché, finding inspiration in the beauty and 
tranquility of the French countryside. The exhibit, which will include works by Alexander Calder himself, will be 
free and open to the public for a limited duration from 1pm-5pm on weekdays, until October 19. 
 
Mr. Calder moved to Paris right after his studies, in 1926, and it was in this bustling metropolis that he first 
began experimenting with new art forms, particularly the mobile, for which he is best known. He also became 
friends with French intellectuals and artists, who helped inspire him. In fact, Calder adopted the French word 
‘mobile,’ referring to both motion and motive, upon the suggestion of Marcel Duchamp. Calder’s first exhibition 
of mobiles took place in 1932 at the Galerie Vignon in Paris, and in 1950 a French museum, the Musée 
National d’Art Moderne, was the first major institution to purchase a Calder work. 

Mobile en haut 
stabile en bas 
telle est la tour Eiffel 
Calder est comme elle. 
 
Ciseleur du fer 
Horloger du vent 
Desseur de fauves noirs 
Ingénieur hilare 
Archictecte inquiétant 
Sculpteur du temps 
Tel est Calder 
 

 Jacques Prévert 



Having sought refuge in the U.S. before World War 2, Calder and his family helped many French artists and 
intellectuals (Jean Painlevé, André Masson, Jean Hélion, Yves Tanguy, Fernand Léger and André Breton) 
escape the Nazi occupation. He returned to France in 1953, and settled down definitively in the city of 
Saché, which named him an honorary citizen in 1974. During his lifetime, Calder was also honored by the 
French government, which awarded him the Legion of Honor and the Grand Prix de la Culture for his 
contribution to the arts. When the Centre Pompidou opened in 1966, Calder donated an impressive collection of 
24 of his own works to the museum, making it one of the greatest repositories of Calder’s works in the world. 
 
At his death in 1976, his wife Louisa and their daughters Sandra and Mary, with the assistance of Stanley 
Cohen, his lawyer, long-time friend and neighbor in Saché, Calder’s family and friends decided to donate some 
of his most important works to French museums, in recognition of the important role France played in his 
artistic career. They also set up the Atelier Calder, preserving his home and studio for the use of artists-in-
residence. This program, headed by Alfred Pacquement, director of the Centre Georges Pompidou, is 
supported by the Calder Foundation, the French government, and the local Saché authorities. It is thus an 
excellent, but by no means unique, example of successful French-American artistic cooperation, in which 
both countries benefit from their stimulating exchange. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION: 
 
Alexander Calder (1898-1976), one of the most innovative sculptors of the twentieth century, was born into a 
family of renowned artists who encouraged him to create from a very young age. He received a degree in 
mechanical engineering in 1919 but he quickly decided to pursue a career as an artist, attending classes at the 
Art Students League in New York from 1923 to 1926. In 1926 Calder arrived in Paris where he soon began 
experimenting with new art forms. He began by developing a new method of sculpting: by bending and twisting 
wire, he essentially "drew" three-dimensional figures in space. But he is best known for inventing the mobile, 
whose suspended, abstract elements move and balance in changing harmony. Toward the end of his career, 
Calder devoted himself to making outdoor sculpture on a grand scale from bolted sheet steel. Today, these 
stately titans grace public plazas in cities throughout the world. 
 
Bernard Kouchner has been minister of foreign and European affairs since May 2007.  A doctor by training, Mr. 
Kouchner has been involved in humanitarian missions since 1968.  In the 1970s, he founded "Doctors without 
Borders" (which was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999), and then "Médecins du Monde ("Doctors of the 
World"). Bernard Kouchner has served in five cabinets, as minister for health, minister for health and 
humanitarian action, and minister of State with responsibility for social integration. Between 1999 and 2001, 
Bernard Kouchner was the UN Secretary-General's Special Representative for Kosovo.  He currently chairs the 
ESTHER public interest group ["Together in a hospital network of solidarity in care and treatment"] and is a 
board member of PlaNet Finance, Children Action, the International Women's Health Coalition and founder of 
the French humanitarian organization "La chaîne de l'espoir."  
 


