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France Honors Singer June Anderson and 
Professor Victor Brombert 

 
 

ANDERSON NAMED COMMANDER IN THE ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS,  
BROMBERT NAMED COMMANDER IN THE ORDER OF ACADEMIC PALMS  

 
 

New York, February 1—On Monday, January 28, Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the Embassy of France, 
conferred upon June Anderson the insignia of Commander in the Order of Arts and Letters, and upon Victor 
Brombert the insignia of Commander in the Order of Academic Palms. Ms. Anderson shares a passion for 
French language and literature with her former college professor, Mr. Brombert, who is himself a lifelong 
enthusiast of the opera. In both orders, the rank of Commandeur is the highest that can be attained. 
 
June Anderson graduated cum laude from Yale as a French major, and soon decided to pursue a career as a 
singer, come what may. She is now one of the most important singers in international opera and holds the 
notable distinction of being the first non-Italian ever to win the prestigious Bellini d'Oro prize. Since her 
professional debut with the New York City Opera in 1978, she has performed with virtually every major opera 
house in Europe. But she has had a particularly special relationship with France. In addition to having 
performed throughout the country (from Avignon in 1984 to Paris in 2007), and played many French-related roles 
(Jeanne d’Arc in Giovanna d’Arco, Cunegonde in an acclaimed Candide<), June Anderson also has a passion 
for the French repertoire, including rare operas, of which she has recorded several. In preserving and 
promoting these lesser-known works, she has made a very special contribution to France and to the world of 
opera. 
 
Victor Brombert, the Henry Putnam University Professor of Romance and Comparative Literatures, Emeritus, 
at Princeton University, has had an extraordinary personal and professional life. In WWII he fought from 
Omaha Beach in Normandy all the way to Berlin. His Jewish family had sought refuge from the Nazis in France 
in 1933, and had then headed to New York at the outbreak of the war. As soon as he was of age, Victor 
Brombert joined the U.S. army to help liberate Europe. After the war, he became a professor of comparative 
literature at Yale, where he eventually became head of the French Department. There, and later at Princeton, 
he was especially fond of the writers of 19

th
-century France, and he wrote extensively on Balzac, Hugo, 

Baudelaire, Flaubert, Stendhal and many others. 
 
The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of the Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent 
artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to the recognition of French culture in the 
world. The Order is given out twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Several Americans have 
received the award, including Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, 
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep and Uma Thurman. 
 
The Ordre des Palmes Académiques (Order of Academic Palms) was founded by Napoleon Bonaparte in 
1808. A brilliant administrator, Napoleon appreciated the importance of education, and he established the 
honorary titles of titulaire, Officier de l'Université, and Officier d'Académies as awards for devotion and 
accomplishment in the areas of teaching scholarship, and research. In more recent times, this award was made 
a ministerial Order under the French Minister of Education and now has three ranks—Chevalier, Officier, and 
Commandeur. 
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