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New York, March 21, 2012—On May 10, Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy, will confer 
the insignia of officer of the Order of Academic Palms upon Marie-Hélène Huet, and the insignia of chevalier 
of the Order of Merit upon Anne de Louvigny Stone. 
 
Marie-Hélène Huet is currently the M. Taylor Pyne Professor of French at Princeton University. Drawn to the 
U.S. as a young adult, Dr. Huet’s first teaching position was at the University of California, Berkeley. She has 
also taught at Amherst College, the University of Virginia and the University of Michigan. Dr. Huet was the 
recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1987 and of a Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Residential Fellowship in 
1990. She is the author of several books, including Le Héros et son double (1975), Rehearsing the Revolution: 
The Staging of Marat’s Death (1982), Monstrous Imagination (1993), and Mourning Glory: The Will of the French 
Revolution (1997). 
 
Anne de Louvigny Stone is Vice President, Senior Financial Advisor at Merrill Lynch Global Wealth 
Management. Alongside her successful business career, she has played a major role in the alumni network of 
France’s grandes écoles, its most prestigious institutions of higher learning. She has been President of the 
ESSEC Alumni Association USA  since 1998, and of the Association des Amis des Grandes Ecoles de France 
(AAGEF) since 2004, giving both organizations a new impulse. AAGEF in particular is now one of the most 
active French-American associations in New York, creating strong ties between the French and American 
business communities. Mrs. de Louvigny Stone is also the Director and Vice-President of the New York chapter 
of the French-American Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The Ordre des Palmes Académiques (Order of Academic Palms) was founded by Napoleon Bonaparte in 
1808. A brilliant administrator, Napoleon appreciated the importance of education, and he established the 
honorary titles of titulaire, Officier de l'Université, and Officier d'Académies as awards for devotion and 
accomplishment in the areas of teaching scholarship, and research. In more recent times, this award was made 
a ministerial Order under the French Minister of Education and now has three ranks—Chevalier, Officier, and 
Commandeur. 
 
The Ordre du Mérite (Order of Merit) was created in 1963 by President Charles de Gaulle. It rewards 
distinguished merit in a public post, civilian or military, or in the exercise of a private activity, and is given at the 
discretion of the French President. The award has three ranks: Chevalier, Officier, and Commandeur. 
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