
 

European Premiere of French-American 
Production of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar 

 
 

ARTHUR NAUZYCIEL’S PRODUCTION PREMIERES IN ORLEANS ON OCT 14 

AND WILL THEN BE PRESENTED IN THE PARIS’S FESTIVAL D’AUTOMNE  
 

New York, October 5, 2009—The French-American production of William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, which 
received support from Etant Donnés: The French-American Fund for Performing Arts, will have its European 
premiere in Orleans on October 14 and will then be presented in the prestigious Festival d’Automne in Paris. 
Arthur Nauzyciel’s contemporary spin on this Elizabethan classic will be performed at the Centre Dramatique 
National Orléans/Loiret/Centre through the 17th, and in Paris’s Festival d’Automne from October 21 to 24 
(Maison des Arts, Créteil).  After Paris, it will embark on a tour of France: Festival Automne in Normandy - 
Evreux, Oct 28; Comédie de Clermont-Ferrand, Nov 5-6; Comédie de Reims, Nov 12-13; and CDDB-Théâtre de 
Lorient, Nov 18-19. 
 
Created at American Repertory Theater, Cambridge, in February 2008 with an entirely American cast, Julius 
Caesar marked the fourth production directed by French director Arthur Nauzyciel in the United States. The 
play successfully ran for over a month (February 13 – March 16, 2008). Though Julius Caesar is one of 
Shakespeare’s best-known plays in the United States, it is rarely performed in France. The play depicts a 
moment when democracy teeters at the brink of disappearance, when the Roman Republic begins to give way to 
the Roman Empire. 
 
In Arthur Nauzyciel’s production, strong parallels are drawn to the America of the 1960s, and to the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. “We are in Boston. The theater was built in 1964. Pop culture in the 
United States then had never been so dominant, the world so loud, there were images everywhere and all was 
appearance: that is why I wanted to place the play in the sixties, during the years when one wanted to believe 
that Kennedy would open a new era, when a crowd became a mass, when the image won over the word, when 
the most innovative and significant artistic trends were born in this country,” explains the director. 
 
The 2008 premiere of Nauzyciel’s Julius Caesar at American Repertory Theater’s Loeb Drama Center in 
Cambridge had a special resonance, as it took place during a remarkable U.S. presidential campaign. One year 
later, the production’s message remains fresh and topical. Indeed, Julius Caesar is a political play in which 
language and rhetoric play a prominent part, where the power of discourse can change the course of History, 
where the flow of words both reveals and hides their extraordinary presence. 
 
Credits: 
Production: Centre Dramatique National Orléans/Loiret/Centre in partnership with American Repertory Theater  
Major production sponsors: Philip and Hilary Burling, Festival d’Automne à Paris, Maison des Arts de Créteil.  
With the support of Etant Donnés: The French-American Fund for Performing Arts 
Special thanks to fi:af  New York. 
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