
 

 
Sidney Lumet Receives Legion of Honor 

 
 

FILM DIRECTOR NAMED TO THE RANK OF COMMANDEUR 
 
 

New York, March 21, 2012—On January 29, H.E. Pierre Vimont, Ambassador of France, will confer upon 
Sidney Lumet the insignia of commandeur of the Legion of Honor. Mr. Lumet, one of America’s cinema 
greats, has directed over 40 movies, which have earned nearly 50 Oscar nominations among them. The 
ceremony will take place in New York at the Cultural Services of the French Embassy. 
 
Sidney Lumet began his career as an actor on Broadway during the thirties and forties, before becoming a 
television director for CBS. In 1957, his first movie, Twelve Angry Men, was a critical and commercial success, 
earning him the Berlin Film Festival’s Golden Bear as well as three Academy Award Nominations. Other films of 
note include The Pawnbroker (1964), Serpico (1973), Dog Day Afternoon (1975), Network (1976), Prince of 
the City (1981), Running on Empty (1988), Q&A (1990), Before the Devil Knows You're Dead (2007).  In all, 
his movies have received 46 Academy Award nominations and four of his films have been in competition at the 
Cannes Film Festival.  In 2005, he received an Honorary Academy Award in recognition of his "brilliant 
services to screenwriters, performers and the art of the motion picture." His latest movie, Getting Out, will be 
released in 2009. 
 
The highest award bestowed by the French government, the National Order of the Legion of Honor was 
founded by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize outstanding achievement in the military as well as in the public 
and private sectors. The Order is made up of five ranks: chevalier, officier, commandeur, grand officier, and 
grand croix.  Recipients are named by decree signed by the President of the Republic. The Legion of Honor may 
be awarded to foreign citizens, though such recognition is relatively rare. American honorees include John 
Ashbery, Merce Cunningham, Renée Fleming, Barbara Streisand, and Elie Wiesel. 
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