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New York, March 18, 2012—Half courtroom thriller, half political memoir, 
Abolition: One Man's Battle Against the Death Penalty became available 
in English from Northeastern University Press on August 29, 2008. Originally 
published in France in 2000 and since translated into a half-dozen 
languages, Abolition is written by one of the key people responsible for 
abolishing the death penalty in France, Robert Badinter, one of country's 
greatest statesmen.  
 
Abolition is a sharply written, exhaustively researched, and incredibly 
compelling narrative that follows the legal and political fight to end the 
death penalty in France. The story begins in November 1972 after one of Badinter's legal clients, Roger 
Bontems, is unjustly guillotined. Bontems never actually killed anyone: he'd been imprisoned for robbery and 
then took part in a hostage taking where a fellow prisoner killed two nurses. Despite this, Bontems was 
executed, in part because the president, Georges Pompidou, wanted to avoid a national strike by prison 
employees. Badinter was stunned. After watching the guillotine fall that November, Badinter dedicated his 
career to the abolitionist case.  
 
As a lawyer, Badinter agreed to represent any convict facing the death penalty, and between 1975 and 1980 
succeeded in overturning six death sentences. As advisor to Francois Mitterrand, Badinter strengthened 
Mitterrand's opposition to the death penalty and was named Mitterrand's Minister of Justice. Badinter wrote 
the legislation that would ban the death penalty and pushed it through the National Assembly and the 
Senate. "I looked at the clock: It was 12:50, the 30

th
 of September 1981," Badinter wrote. "Victor Hugo's dream - 

'the pure, simple, and definitive abolition of the death penalty' - had been realized. The victory was complete."   
 
"Badinter's book focuses very much on his own personal crusade against the death penalty, describing with 
passion the cases in which he played a major role in attempting to save the accused from the guillotine . . . This 
is a remarkable book, and one which will inspire all those who, like Badinter, consider the death penalty to be a 
'crime d'etat'." --Helen Trouille, Modern & Contemporary France 
 
ROBERT BADINTER is a lawyer, professor, politician, and author. He has served as Minister of Justice and as 
the president of the Conseil constitutionnel. He currently sits in the French senate and remains active in the 
global fight against the death penalty, having been one of the founders of the World Congress Against the Death 
Penalty. He has written nearly a dozen books, including works on Oscar Wilde and the Marquis of Condorcet. He 
is married to prominent author and feminist Elisabeth Badinter. 
 
JEREMY MERCER is the author of numerous books including Time Was Soft There and When the Guillotine 
Fell. He lives in Marseille, France.  
 
 
For more information: 
 
University Press of New England Press Officer: 
Barbara Briggs 
Tel 
Email 

Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 

 

Abolition 
One Man's Battle 
Against the Death Penalty 
Robert Badinter 
Translated by Jeremy Mercer 
With a Foreword by Kenneth Roth 
Cloth, $29.95 
240 pages,  6 x 9" 
978-1-55553-692-1 
Northeastern University Press 


