LA FETE DE LA MUSIQUE
IS COMING TO NEW YORK!

FORMER FRENCH CULTURE MINISTER JACK LANG
AND FRENCH GUITARIST SYLVAIN LuC TO ATTEND LAUNCH

1,200 FREE CONCERTS PLANNED, SPANNING ALL 5 BOROUGHS

New York, June 18—For the first time ever, New York will be celebrating the beginning of
summer with a city-wide festival of music, Make Music New York, as part of the worldwide Féte
de la Musique!

First launched in France in 1982 by then Minister of Culture Jack Lang, la Féte de la Musique
takes place on June 21, the day of the summer solstice, every year. After beginning as an
informal celebration of music and summertime, with professional and amateur bands playing
spontaneously in the streets, it has now become a key cultural event in over 340 cities in 110
countries! And this year, for the first time, New York will join this ever-growing list of musical
cities.

Over 1,200 concerts will take place during the entire day throughout all five boroughs, in a
multitude of outdoor venues (sidewalks, streets, parks, plazas, gardens...). Music of all genres
and styles will be performed by anyone who wants to take part, and enjoyed by everyone who
wants to attend. Several large-scale events are also planned throughout the city. Time Out NY has
generously provided created a website (see below), where the day’s concerts call all be found.

Jack Lang, the culture minister of France from 1981 to 1986 and the founder of the Féte de la
Musique, will attend Make Music New York’s launch ceremony at 12pm on June 21 in front of
Brooklyn Borough Hall, with Borough President Marty Markowitz and other New York officials. Mr.
Lang describes the festival as “a realization of another type of society—more friendly, more
peaceful and more inventive.”

The critically acclaimed French guitarist Sylvain Luc will perform in New York City four times in
just two days, starting with a pre-game concert at Shea Stadium on June 20 at 6:30pm. The
following day, he will play at 9:30pm during a Make Music event jointly organized by the Cultural
Services of the Embassy of France and French Tuesdays at Spotlight Live. Sylvain Luc has
just released his fifth recording on Dreyfus Records, “Joko,” which pays homage to Sylvain’s
eclectic musical influences and includes unique interpretations of The Doors’ “Light My Fire” and

Paul McCartney’s “This Never Happened Before.”

For more information, please visit :
www.frenchculture.org

www.makemusicny.org
www.timeout.com/newyork/static _content/makemusic
www.frenchtuesdays.com
www.fetedelamusique.culture.fr
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