
 

Oulipo in New York: 
A Workshop of Experimental Literature April 1-3 

 
 
 

THREE-DAYS OF SIGNINGS, READINGS AND WORKSHOPS 
 

 
New York, March 21, 2012—The Oulipo, a collective of writers and 
mathematicians who explore alternative ways of writing fiction and poetry using 
self-imposed (often mathematically-inspired) constraints, is holding an event in 
New York from April 1-3. Oulipo members Marcel Bénabou, Anne Garréta, Hervé 
Le Tellier, Ian Monk, and Jacques Roubaud will be in the city for three days of 
readings, lectures, writing workshops and book signings. Jacques Roubaud 
will also be presenting the new English translation of his book, The Loop. For 
details, please find the listings on the following page. 
 

The Oulipo, which stands for Ouvroir de Littérature Potentielle (Workshop of Potential Literature), was 
founded in France in 1960 by Raymond Queneau and François Le Lionnais. It now numbers more than twenty 
active members, and has included such notables as Marcel Duchamp, Georges Perec, and Italo Calvino. 
Their goal is to provide writers and poets with new structures, patterns and constraints that lead to innovative 
writing in a playful spirit. Often these constraints are inspired from mathematical models, and help trigger 
inspiration. Examples include lipograms, in which the writer avoids the use of certain letters (Georges Perec's 
novel A Void, for instance, does not contain a single instance of the letter “e”), palindromes (texts that can be 
read the same way in either direction, e.g. “A man, a plan, a canal, Panama”), snowballs (a poem in which each 
line is a single word, and each following word contains one additional letter). 
 
A favorite Oulipian technique is variation through repetition. In Exercices de Style, Raymond Queneau recounts 
the same minor event (an altercation in a bus) 99 times, using a different style and tone each time. He uses a 
similar technique in his poetry book Cent Mille Milliards de Poèmes: each page contains a sonnet and is split 
into 14 strips (one per line in the sonnet). According to the author, the possible permutations mean that it would 
take about 200 million years to read the book. 
 
In Jacques Roubaud’s The Loop, which has just come out in English, the author explores his meandering 
memories using a series of bifurcations as well as rules: for instance, he forbids himself from editing or looking 
back on his text. 
 
 
For more information: 
www.frenchculture.org  [ Press Section — User Name  :  xxx  |  Password :  xxx ] 
www.oulipo.net   (French Only) 
 
 
Program Director, Fiction: 
Mathilde Billaud 
Tel 
Email 

Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 

 
 
 



Oulipo in New York: 
A Workshop of Experimental Literature April 1-3 

 

EVENT OULIPO – A Workshop of Experimental Literature April 1-3 

DATES April 1 – 3 

TIMES Various (see below) 

VENUES Various (see below) 

DESCRIPTION Oulipo members Marcel Bénabou, Anne Garréta, Hervé Le Tellier, Ian Monk, and Jacques 
Roubaud will be in New York for three days of readings, lectures, writing workshops and 
book signings. Jacques Roubaud will be presenting the recently published English translation 
of his book La boucle (The Loop). 
 
The Oulipo, Ouvroir de Littérature Potentielle, is a collective of writers and mathematicians 
exploring alternative ways of writing fiction and poetry by using patterns and constraints 
often inspired from mathematical models, but always in a playful spirit.  

ADMISSION All events are free and open to the public. 

WEBSITE www.frenchculture.org (see also venue contact information below) 
 
 

Apr. 1 
7-8:30 pm 

Oulipo reading and book signings 
In English 
Followed by  launch party of 
Uprightdown # 2 at Madame X 
94 W. Houston St. - starting at 9 pm 

The New School, Tishman Auditorium 
66 W 12th Street, NYC 
212 229 5488 | www.newschool.edu 

Apr. 2 
12-2 pm 

Oulipo — Nouveaux Sentiers, 
Nouveaux Chantiers 
A roundtable discussion in French 

Maison française of Columbia University 
Broadway at West 116th Street 
212 854 4482 | calendar.columbia.edu 

Apr. 2 
7 pm 

Book launch and reading 
Jacques Roubaud’s The Loop 
In English 

Idlewild Bookstore 
12 West 19th Street 
212 414 8888 | www.idlewildbooks.com 
Please RSVP - xxx 

Apr. 3 
9:30 am- 
11:30 am 

Discussion with Ian Monk and 
David Bellos 

Maison Française / NYU 
16 Washington Mews 
212 998 8750 www.nyu.edu/maisonfrancaise 

Apr. 3 
2-5 pm 

Creative writing workshop 
With Marcel Bénabou 
In French (limited to 12 participants) 

French Institute Alliance Française 
22 East 60th Street 
212 355 6612 | www.fiaf.org 

 

Apr. 3 
7-9 pm 

Readings and book signings 
In English 

The Pierogi Gallery 
177 North 9th Street, Brooklyn 
718 599 2144 | www.pierogi2000.com 

 
For more information: 
 
Program Director, Fiction: 
Mathilde Billaud 
Tel 
Email 

Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 

 


