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New York, March 21, 2012—The Museum of Modern Art is taking a fresh look at one of the most innovative 
and influential painters of the 19

th
 century, Georges Seurat (1859–91). Few realize that the French artist was 

not only the leader of the Neo-Impressionist movement and the inventor of pointillism (a technique in which 
tiny dots of primary colors are used to generate secondary colors), but also a prolific draftsman who created an 
extraordinary body of work on paper before his tragically early death at the age of 31. These luminous 
drawings played a crucial role in his career and are often seen as touchstones for the art of the twentieth 
century and forerunners of abstraction. 
 
This comprehensive exhibition—the first in almost 25 years to focus exclusively on Seurat’s drawings—will 
survey his entire oeuvre, with over 135 works, primarily the artist’s conté crayon drawings, including his first 
publicly exhibited work, Aman-Jean (1882-83). The drawings are complemented by a small selection of oil 
sketches and paintings, but most of Seurat’s drawings were created independently of his paintings. These 
independent works will be featured in the exhibition, along with a small selection of drawings made during his 
academic training, and groups of studies created for monumental canvases such as A Sunday on La Grande 
Jatte (1884–86) and Bathing Place, Asnières (1883-84). In addition, four of the artist’s sketchbooks, brought 
together here for the first time, have been digitized so that viewers may peruse them in their entirety. 
 
This exhibition will foreground Seurat’s exploration of the dramatic relationship between darkness and light 
and his abstraction of figures, spaces, and structures. To achieve a dazzling array of effects, including a soft 
halo or glow around his figures, Seurat tailored his application of conté crayon to a French handmade textured 
paper called Michallet. Seurat was interested in subjects drawn from urban and rural life, including the city of 
Paris and its surroundings, the industrializing suburbs, modish women and city workers, modern transport and 
horse-drawn carts, and the popular entertainment of the day, such as the café-concert (cafés that featured 
singers and other performers). 
 
Sponsors:  
The exhibition is made possible by The Starr Foundation. The Museum of Modern Art acknowledges a 
generous grant from the Eugene V. and Clare E. Thaw Charitable Trust. Major support is provided by an 
indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. Additional funding is provided by Susan G. 
Jacoby, The Norman and Rosita Winston Foundation, and the Cultural Services of the Embassy of France in 
the United States. 
 
Publication: 
The accompanying publication will feature an introduction and essay by Jodi Hauptman, and essays presenting 
important new research on Seurat’s artistic strategies, materials, and themes by: Karl Buchberg (MoMA 
conservator); Hubert Damisch (art historian, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris); Bridget 
Riley (artist); Richard Shiff (art historian, University of Texas); and Richard Thomson (art historian, University of 
Edinburgh). The book will also include a chronology, selected bibliography, and detailed checklist.  
It will be available in October 2007 at MoMA Stores and online at www.momastore.org. Hardcover: 8 x 10 in. 
(20.5 x 25.5 cm); 272 pages; 185 illustrations. Price: $49.95. 
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Public Information: 
The Museum of Modern Art 
11 West 53rd Street (at 5

th
 Avenue) 

New York 
 
Hours:  Wednesday through Monday: 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Friday: 10:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Closed Tuesdays, except December 19, December 26, and January 2. 
Admission: $20 adults; $16 seniors, 65 years and over with I.D.; $12 full-time students with current I.D. 

Free for children 16 and under. Free for members. 
Target Free Friday Nights 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

Subway: E or V train to Fifth Avenue/53rd Street 
Bus: On Fifth Avenue, take the M1, M2, M3, M4, or M5 to 53rd Street. On Sixth Avenue, take the M5, 

M6, or M7 to 53rd Street. Or take the M57 and M50 crosstown buses on 57th and 50th Streets. 
 
The public may call 212/708-9400 for detailed Museum information. 
 
For more information: 
www.moma.org  
www.frenchculture.org 
 


