
 

Jacques Doillon in NYC to Present 
U.S. Premiere of “Just Anybody” 

 
 
 

RETROSPECTIVE CELEBRATING FRENCH FILMMAKER TO TOUR U.S. 
 
 

“A Doillon film gives us the impression that the highest degree of authenticity in acting has now been reached.” 
 - François Truffaut 

 
New York, March 21, 2012—French filmmaker Jacques Doillon will be in New York City on March 3 to present 
his latest film, Just Anybody, during its U.S. premiere at The French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF). The 
director will discuss his latest work and his career in filmmaking in a Q&A following the screening of this 
award-winning drama (Prix Jean Vigo) about the ill-fated relationship between Camille, who desperately needs 
excitement, and Costa, a drifter and deadbeat father with a shady background. FIAF is currently presenting a 
unique two-month retrospective of classics by Jacques Doillon, “Jacques Doillon: L’Emotion,” as part of its 
continuing CinémaTuesdays series. 
 
Celebrated in France as a key member of the generation that formed Eustache and Garrel, Doillon has 
remained true to his roots over the last several decades, continuing to explore the emotional lives of his 
characters and revisiting the ups-and-downs of childhood and adolescence. Referred to as a “humanist”, 
Doillon’s work is notable for the intensity of the acting and the use of an intuitive mix of both professional and 
inexperienced actors. Also called an “actors’ director,” Doillon has performed in many of his own films, 
including The Fifteen-Year-Old Girl (1989) and The Crying Woman (1979), both featured in the FIAF series. 
Focusing on a deep exploration of personalities in crisis and the drama of human nature, Doillon’s work has 
garnered him multiple award nominations in France, including best director for The Hussy and The Little 
Gangster. Doillon’s direction has also brought major critical acclaim to many of the young people featured in his 
films, including Victoire Thivisol, the astonishing four year-old star of Ponette, and Melvil Poupaud the heart-
wrenching son in The Fifteen-Year-Old Girl. The FIAF retrospective will highlight Doillon’s work with these gifted 
actors and bring back to the big screen for the first time in decades some of his most notable films. 
 
“Jacques Doillon: L’Emotion” will be traveling to key cities across the United States after its FIAF premiere, 
including Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Washington, D.C. 
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________________________ 
ABOUT THE SCREENING 
 
Just Anybody (Le Premier Venu) 
March 3 at 7pm 
FIAF - Florence Gould Hall, 55 East 59th Street (between Park and Madison Avenues) 
Directed by Jacques Doillon, 2007. Color. 123 min. 
With Gérald Thomassin, Clémentine Beaugrand, Guillaume Saurrel 
 
Doillon’s latest film finds him dealing with emotionally difficult terrain with unerring insight and grace. Camille 
desperately needs excitement and hopes to find it in Costa, a drifter and deadbeat father. But the interest a local 
policeman takes in their relationship (and Costa’s activities) soon threatens their life together.  
Recipient of the Prix Jean Vigo. 
 
Admission: $10; $7 students; Free for FIAF Members 
Tickets: fiaf.org | 212 307 4100 
Information: fiaf.org | 212 355 6160 
 
________________________ 
ABOUT JACQUES DOILLON 
 
A remarkably humanistic writer/director whose introspective features often dwell on youthful malaise, French 
filmmaker Jacques Doillon has an uncanny knack for exploring human nature and the impact of people's actions 
on those most dear to them. Perhaps it was his penchant for directing documentary shorts early on that gave 
Doillon his insight, but by the time he moved into feature territory in the early '70s he had suitably mastered the 
ability to tell a solid and affecting story. In 1979, Doillon was nominated for two César awards for his compelling 
psychological drama The Hussy, and his 1984 film La Pirate was a Golden Palm nominee at the Cannes Film 
Festival. His 1990 film Le Petit Criminel, which told the involving tale of a troubled adolescent, was nominated for 
multiple César awards. After his success with the film Le Jeune Werther in 1993, the director scored his biggest 
international hit to date with the 1996 drama Ponette. The tale of a four-year-old girl attempting to overcome the 
harsh reality of her mother's sudden and tragic death, Ponette won the hearts of audiences around the world and 
brought Doillon international acclaim. After Too Much (Little) Love (1998), he directed his twentieth feature Petits 
frères that same year. Doillon's highly anticipated drama Raja (2003) detailed the romance between a young 
Moroccan street woman who doesn't speak French and a cultured French man who doesn't speak Arabic. 
Doillon is currently shooting his latest film, Un homme à la mer. 


