EMBASSY OF FRANCE — PRESS RELEASE

Literary Attaché: Press Attaché:
Fabrice Rozié Amaury Laporte
XXX XXX

XXX XXX

WORLD VOICES 2007

New York, April 11—Literary voices from across the world will be heard all over New York this April,
as World Voices returns to Manhattan. This major event celebrating international literature, which
attracts over 10,000 visitors every year to its six days of conferences, debates and readings, is
organized by PEN American Center and sponsored by the Embassy of France. The 2007 edition
will be held from April 24 - 29, and features 67 events, 162 writers, 45 countries, and 21
languages.

During the festival, the Ambassador of France will confer upon Paul Auster the insignia of
Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters for his contributions to literature and to the spread of
French culture. Rick Moody will introduce As You Were Saying, a delightful collection of short stories
begun by French authors and completed by Americans. Copies of the collection will soon be available
in Barnes and Noble and independent bookstores throughout the country.

Seven French-speaking authors are participating in this year’s edition: Marguerite Abouet, Yasmina
Khadra, Koffi Kwahulé, Dany Laferriéere, Laila Lalami, Alain Mabanckou and Michel Vinaver. Mr.
Khadra’s latest book has just been released in the United States. Other famed authors participating
include Don Delillo, Dave Eggers, Nadine Gordimer, David Grossman, Marilynne Robinson, Salman
Rushdie (chairman of PEN World Voices), Alice Sebold, Sam Shepard and Patti Smith.

France and PEN American Center maintain a close cooperation as they seek to promote foreign
literature in the United States. In particular, they run the “French Voices” program, which provides
grants and support to translations of French works into English. The first seven books to have been
selected for translation in the program will be featured in the May issue of the Literary Review.

To view a complete schedule of World Voices events, visit: www.pen.org/festival

For more information:
www.frenchbooknews.com
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