
 

France Honors Annie Cohen-Solal 
 
 

AUTHOR NAMED CHEVALIER OF THE LEGION OF HONOR 
 
 

New York, June 19, 2009—On Monday June 22, French Ambassador Pierre Vimont will confer upon Annie 
Cohen-Solal the insignia of chevalier of the Legion of Honor at the Consulate of France in New York. 
 
Annie Cohen-Solal, a writer, historian, and biographer, is an authority on French intellectual life in the 20th 
century and a fervent proponent of cultural exchanges between France and the United States. She has written 
Jean-Paul Sartre: A Life, a universally acclaimed biography of Jean-Paul Sartre, which has been translated into 
18 languages (latest U.S. edition: The New Press, 2005), as well as Painting American, the Rise of American 
Artists: Paris 1867 – New York 1948 (Knopf, 2001), which follows the rising influence of American artists. Her 
upcoming book will be a biography of New York art dealer Leo Castelli, who played an important role in the 
success of many seminal American artists, such as Jackson Pollock, Richard Serra and Andy Warhol 
(Gallimard, October 2009). 
 
Dr. Cohen-Solal has always done her utmost to promote cultural exchanges between France and the U.S., 
whether in her official capacity as the Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy between 1989 and 1993, or as 
a teacher, researcher and writer. Indeed, she is once again bridging the Atlantic by teaching both in France and 
America: currently a visiting Professor at New York University's Tisch School of the Arts, she continues to head 
the American studies program at the University of Caen and to teach at the École des Hautes Études en 
Sciences Sociales in Paris. She has also taught at the Freie Universität in Berlin, the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, and the University of Paris XIII. 
 
The highest award bestowed by the French government, the National Order of the Legion of Honor was 
founded by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize outstanding achievement in the military as well as in the public 
and private sectors. The Order is made up of five ranks: chevalier, officier, commandeur, grand officier, and 
grand croix.  Recipients are named by decree signed by the President of the Republic. The Legion of Honor may 
be awarded to foreign citizens, though such recognition is relatively rare. American honorees include John 
Ashbery, Merce Cunningham, Renée Fleming, Barbara Streisand, and Elie Wiesel, as well as hundreds of World 
War II veterans. 
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