
 

Festival of New French Writing in NYC 
 
 

FRENCH AND AMERICAN AUTHORS IN CONVERSATION FEBRUARY 26-28 
 
 

New York, February 2, 2009—The Cultural Services of the French Embassy, New York University’s Center for 
French Civilization and Culture, and CulturesFrance are proud to present the first ever Festival of New French 
Writing, which will take place in New York from Thursday February 26 to Saturday February 28. Eleven first-
rate authors from France, including such stars as Emmanuel Carrère (The Moustache, The Adversary), 
Bernard-Henri Lévy (Who Killed Daniel Pearl?, American Vertigo, Left in Dark Times) and Marjane Satrapi 
(Persepolis) will meet with their American counterparts during a series of free one-hour discussions 
moderated by leading literary critics. Highlights will include : 
 

• Bernard-Henri Lévy in conversation with Mark Danner (Torture and Truth: America, Abu Ghraib, 
and the War on Terror), moderated by Barnard College associate professor Caroline Weber (Queen 
of Fashion: What Marie-Antoinette Wore to the French Revolution). 

• Marjane Satrapi and Chris Ware (Acme Novelty Library and Jimmy Corrigan, The Smartest Kid on 
Earth), in a conversation moderated by The New Yorker’s Art Director and co-founder of RAW 
Magazine, Françoise Mouly. 

• Ragtime author E.L. Doctorow and Olivier Rolin, journalist and author of Hotel Crystal and Paper 
Tiger, in a conversation moderated by the New York Times Book Review Editor Sam Tanenhaus 

• Emmanuel Carrère in conversation with PEN American Center President and author Francine 
Prose, moderated by Caroline Weber.   

 
Other events will feature French writers Frédéric Beigbeder, Marie Darrieussecq, David Foenkinos, Marie 
N’diaye, Chantal Thomas, Jean-Philippe Toussaint, and Abdourahman Waberi, as well as American writers 
Paul Berman, Adam Gopnik, Philip Gourevitch, Siri Hustvedt, Stefan Merrill Block, Francine du Plessix 
Gray and Edmund White. 
 
“The festival will provide an excellent opportunity to compare literary trends on both sides of the Atlantic, and I’m 
certain readers will be surprised to find many similarities,” says Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the French 
Embassy. “Today’s French authors are innovative, dynamic, multicultural, just like their American counterparts. 
So I have no doubt that these transatlantic discussions, which will touch upon many different topics, will be 
fascinating, and very insightful.” 
 
Please find the complete schedule below, it can also be found on www.frenchwritingfestival.com. 
 
The Festival of New French Writing will be free, open to the public and will take place at Vanderbilt Hall (NYU 
campus). Simultaneous interpretation from both languages will be available at all events. 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
 
All events are free and will take place at: 
 Vanderbilt Hall 
 New York University 

40 Washington Square South (corner of Macdougal) 
 Subway: W 4

th
 Street (A, C, E, B, F, V). 

 
Thursday, February 26 – Tishman Auditorium 

 
7:00pm – Opening Comments 
 
7:30pm – Olivier Rolin in conversation with E.L. Doctorow, moderated by New York Times Book Review 
editor, Sam Tanenhaus 
 
8:45pm – Marie N’diaye in conversation with Francine du Plessix Gray, moderated by journalist Lila Azam 
Zanganeh 
 
Friday, February 27 – Tishman Auditorium 
 
2:00pm – Marie Darrieussecq in conversation with Adam Gopnik, moderated by New Yorker Magazine Fiction 
Editor, Deborah Treisman 
 
3:15pm – Abdourahman Waberi in conversation with Philip Gourevitch, moderated by journalist Lila Azam 
Zanganeh 
 
4:30pm – Bernard-Henri Lévy in conversation with Mark Danner, moderated by critic Caroline Weber 
 
7:00pm – Jean-Philippe Toussaint in conversation with Siri Hustvedt, moderated by journalist Olivier Barrot 
 
8:15pm – Marjane Satrapi in conversation with Chris Ware, moderated by New Yorker Magazine Art Director, 
Françoise Mouly  
 
Saturday, February 28 – Greenberg Lounge 
 
2:00pm – Emmanuel Carrère in conversation with Francine Prose, moderated by Caroline Weber 
 
3:15pm – David Foenkinos in conversation with Stefan Merrill Block, moderated by BAM Humanities 
Manager Violaine Huisman 
 
4:30pm – Frédéric Beigbeder in conversation with Paul Berman, moderated by Tom Bishop 
 
5:45pm – Chantal Thomas in conversation with Edmund White    
 
 
For more information: 
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