
 

Beyond Blockbusters:  
Tournées Festival Promotes Diversity 

 
 
 

FILM FESTIVAL WIDENS AUDIENCE FOR FRENCH-LANGUAGE MOVIES 
 
 

New York, March 21, 2012—With multiplexes focusing on big Hollywood blockbusters and other formulaic 
money-spinners, the Tournées Festival, which brings contemporary French-language films to campus 
screens, is for many communities throughout the United States the only way to catch recent foreign releases in 
theaters. Going strong after thirteen years, Tournées has once again signed up more than 100 American 
Universities in 2008, and has earmarked a record $215,000 to support their French film festivals. In all, 108 
universities are participating, from 36 States and Porto-Rico, with each participating institution receiving a grant 
of $2,300 to show a minimum of five films in 35mm format (or $1,800 for DVD screenings). 
 
Foreign movies continue to find the U.S. a daunting market, and are usually confined to urban centers on the 
East and West coasts, in cities like New York and Los Angeles. The Tournées Festival, launched by the French-
American Cultural Exchange (FACE) and the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, helps promote 
cultural diversity by ensuring that underserved communities throughout the United States continue to have 
access to recent French and francophone movies. Since its inception in 1995, the program has partnered with 
hundreds of universities and made it possible for more than 250,000 students to discover French-language 
films. The goal is for participating universities to continue their own self-sustaining French film festivals after a 
maximum of five years of support. 
 
There are 25 new films to choose from this year, in addition to the 86 of the preceding three years which remain 
available. The selection includes many movies by up-and-coming newcomers, including Tell no One by 
Guillaume Canet, The Page Turner by Denis Dercourt, Two Days in Paris by Julie Delpy, and Frontiere(s) by 
Xavier Gens. But France’s best known contemporary directors are also represented, with for instance Barbet 
Schroeder’s Terror's Advocate, Bruno Dumont’s Flanders, Benoît Jacquot’s The Untouchable, Christophe 
Honoré’s Inside Paris, and Catherine Breillat’s The Last Mistress. Other selected movies celebrate the thriving 
film scene in francophone countries, from Belgium to Senegal. 
 
To promote French-American cooperation, a key mission of FACE and the French Cultural Services, American 
professors are deeply involved in the selection process, both for the universities and the films. Three 
distinguished Americans selected which universities to support: Livia Bloom, Assistant Curator at the Museum 
of the Moving Image, Jonathan Buschbaum, Professor of Media Studies at Queens College, and Sonia Lee, 
Professor of French and African Literature at Trinity College. And, every year, Adrienne Halpern, co-founder of 
Rialto Films, Annette Insdorf, Professor of Graduate Film Studies at Columbia University, Richard Pena, Film 
Curator at the Lincoln Center, and Jean Vallier, Film Critic, help select the films that are included in the 
program.  
 
The Tournées Festival is one among several programs run by the Foreign Ministry to promote French film 
abroad. The Ministry holds a collection of approximately 300 fiction films and 3,000 documentaries (exploring 
a variety of topics, from politics to contemporary dance) which are available free of charge to universities and 
cultural centers. It has also put in place a video-on-demand service (http://mae.universcine.com), which offers 
movies for download to French cultural institutions and their local partners (museums, universitiesE) throughout 
the world. 
 
The Tournées Festival is made possible with the generous support of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Centre National de la Cinématographie, the Grand Marnier Foundation, the Florence Gould Foundation, the 
Franco-American Cultural Fund (with SACEM, the Writers Guild of America, the Directors Guild of America and 
the Motion Picture Association), and Highbrow Entertainment. 
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If you would prefer to stop receiving press releases about film-related French events in the U.S., please click here or 
simply reply to this message. 
  
If you would like to stop receiving all press releases from the French Cultural Services, please click here. 


