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Pierre Bayard & Umberto Eco Discuss 
“How to Talk About Books You Haven’t Read” 

 
 

PAUL HOLDENGRABER TO MODERATE EVENT 
AT NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
Pierre Bayard & Umberto Eco 
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5th Avenue & 42nd Street (Please enter at 42nd St) 
South Court Auditorium 
$15 general admission 
$10 library donors, seniors and students with ID   
Call SmartTix: 212.868.4444 
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More info: www.nypl.org/live. 

 
Click here to view a recent New York Times interview of Pierre Bayard ("My Reader, My Double," October 28) 
 
New York, October 31—Pierre Bayard, the bestselling author of How to Talk About Books You Haven’t 
Read (Bloomsbury), and Umberto Eco, of The Name of the Rose fame, will discuss Bayard’s arguments during 
a public event at the New York Public Library (NYPL) on Saturday, November 17. Mr. Eco, who insists he 
read Mr. Bayard’s book, or at least skimmed it, writes in the July 26 edition of L’Espresso, “The most intriguing 
part of this pamphlet, less paradoxical than may first appear, is that we forget a high percentage of the books we 
actually read, in fact, we conjure a virtual image of sorts, not so much of what the book said, but of what it made 
us think about.“ Paul Holdengraber, director of  “Live from NYPL,” the library’s public program series, will 
moderate the discussion, which will be held in English. 
 
Mr. Bayard has attracted a lot of attention in his native France and beyond for his seemingly paradoxical book, 
which makes the case for literary laziness. And a convincing case it is! In How to Talk About Books You 
Haven't Read, Bayard persuasively argues that the key to appreciating the classics is through a quick skim, not 
deep immersion; cover to cover isn't merely impractical, it's downright passé. This is revolutionary stuff, coming 
as it is from a well regarded intellectual, and French literature circles were soon all abuzz. 
 
Quoting Umberto Eco himself, as well as Graham Greene, Montaigne and a host of other literary giants on the 
art of being well read without reading well, Bayard reminds us all that there is no shame in asserting your 
pseudo-literacy. He describes the varieties of "non-reading"—from books that you've never heard of to books 
that you've read and forgotten—and offers advice on how to turn a sticky social situation into an occasion for 
creative brilliance. Practical, funny, and thought-provoking, How to Talk About Books You Haven't Read is in 
the end a love letter to books, offering a whole new perspective on how we read and absorb them. 
 
This event is co-sponsored by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy. 
 
 
What the critics are saying: 
  
"Carrying this book around recently I've caught more than a little flak, not least from my kids, who once thought 
of me as a literary intellectual, or at the very least as a guy who espoused the virtues of reading [(]. [Bayard] 
seems to believe that his ultimate goal is to encourage creativity. 'All education,' he writes, 'should strive to help 
those receiving it to gain enough freedom in relation to works of art to themselves become writers and artists.' 
[(] I seriously doubt that pretending to have read this book will boost your creativity. On the other hand, reading 
it may remind you why you love reading." 
—Jay McInerney, New York Times Book Review (11/11/07) 



 
"I probably shouldn't bring any of this up, but Mr. Bayard holds that one of the best reasons for reading a book is 
that it allows you to talk about yourself. ‘How to Talk About Books You Haven't Read’ is an amusing disquisition 
on what is required to establish cultural literacy in a comfortable way. Lightly laced with irony, the book 
nonetheless raises such serious questions as: What are our true motives for reading? Is there an objective way 
to read a book? What do we retain from the books we've read?" 
--Joseph Epstein, Wall Street Journal 
 
“I read and adored Pierre Bayard’s book. It's funny, smart, and so true—a wonderful combination of slick French 
philosophizing and tongue-in-cheek wit, and an honest appraisal of what it means, or doesn't mean, to read.” 
—Claire Messud, author of The Emperor’s Children 
 
“It's a romp, in other words, but a romp of the most decidedly literary variety. At least I think it is. Because, of 
course, I haven't really read it.” 
—Sara Nelson, Publishers Weekly 
 
“Brilliant(A witty and useful piece of literary sociology, designed to bring lasting peace of mind to the scrupulous 
souls who grow anxious whenever the book-talk around them becomes too specific.” 
—London Review of Books 
 
“Bayard isn't that interested in people reading other people's books as much as in the fact that every reading (or 
non-reading, or imperfect reading) has to have a creative aspect and that (to put it simply) into a book, the 
reader has to, first and foremost, put something of his own.” 
—Umberto Eco, author of The Name of the Rose (L’Espresso, July 26, 2007). 
 
About Pierre Bayard 
 
Pierre Bayard is a professor of French literature at the University of Paris VIII and a psychoanalyst. He is the 
author of Who Killed Roger Ackroyd? and many other books. 
 
About Umberto Eco 
 
Umberto Eco teaches Semiotics and is the President of the Scuola superiore di Studi Umanistici at the University 
of Bologna. In 1980 Eco debuted as a novelist with The Name of the Rose for which he received the Strega 
Award. He is the author of the History of Beauty. His new books are On Ugliness and Turning Back The Clock, 
Hot Wars and Media Populism.  
 
About Paul Holdengräber  
 
Paul Holdengräber is the Director of Public Programs—now known as "LIVE from the NYPL"—for The Research 
Libraries of The New York Public Library. 
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