
 

France Honors Hervé Descottes and Mia Farrow 
 
 

LIGHTING DESIGNER AND ACTRESS AWARDED ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS  
 
 

New York, June 8, 2009—On Monday June 8, Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the Embassy of France, will 
confer the Order of Arts and Letters upon Hervé Descottes and Mia Farrow. 
 
Lighting designer Hervé Descottes has distinguished himself in the international world of design. After moving 
to New York in 1993, he founded L’Observatoire International, which has become one of the most creative 
lighting design companies in the world. Mr. Descottes and his team have created innovative lighting for more 
than 19 major international projects, including the PS1 Contemporary Art Center in New York, Frank Gehry’s 
Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, and Columbus Circle in New York. He is presently working on a graceful 
layout for New York’s High Line, an elevated railroad track that is being transformed into a public park (part of it 
is scheduled to open on June 9). Hervé Descottes has won multiple awards, including the Award for 
Collaborative Achievement in Design from the American Institute of Architects (2003), the Award for Excellence 
in Design from the Art Commission of New York City (2003) and the Award of Excellence from the American 
Society of Landscape Architects (2007). 
 
Internationally acclaimed actress Mia Farrow saw her screen career take off with Roman Polansky’s 
Rosemary’s Baby in 1968, a film for which she won a Golden Globe Award. She also starred in The Great 
Gatsby, A Wedding, Purple Rose of Cairo, Hannah and Her Sisters and Alice. She has worked with French 
directors, including the great Claude Chabrol (Docteur Popaul), Luc Besson (the Arthur and the Invisibles trilogy) 
and Michel Gondry (Be Kind Rewind, 2008). Ms. Farrow is also a stage actress, and has performed in London 
and New York productions of such noteworthy playwrights as Anton Chekhov, Federico Garcia Lorca, Harley 
Granville-Barker, and Edward Albee. In addition to her acting career, Mia Farrow is an indefatigable advocate 
for the world’s children and refugees. In September 2000, she was appointed UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador 
and in that capacity she has steadfastly campaigned for the rights of children, especially those who are victims of 
armed conflicts. She has drawn attention to the fight to eradicate polio (which she herself survived as a child) 
and to the plight of refugees in Darfur. Last year, Time Magazine named Ms. Farrow one of the most influential 
people in the world for her humanitarian work. 
 
The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent 
artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to the recognition of French culture in the 
world. The Order is given out twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Among the Americans 
who have received this award are Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, 
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep and Uma Thurman. 
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