
 

France Honors Susan Graham with Legion of Honor 
 
 

OPERA STAR TO RECEIVE RANK OF CHEVALIER ON FRIDAY NOVEMBER 7  
 
 

New York, Wednesday, March 21, 2012—On Friday, November 7, Guy Yelda, the Consul General of France 
in New York, will confer upon Susan Graham the Legion of Honor, France’s foremost honorary distinction. The 
ceremony will take place at the Metropolitan Opera, after Ms. Graham’s performance as Marguerite in Hector 
Berlioz’s La Damnation de Faust. 
 
Susan Graham is one of today’s leading opera stars, and has been dubbed “America’s favorite mezzo” by 
Gramophone Magazine. She is an expert in French music, and a passionate Francophile, perhaps because 
her first big break was in a production of the French opera Chérubin by Jules Massenet. She fell in love with 
French music as a student and it has since become the cornerstone of her career. 
 
Indeed, her current season is almost entirely devoted to the French repertoire, which she will perform in 
several countries, beginning with Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina. She will also head to France this winter, to 
perform the role of Charlotte in Werther by Massenet in Paris and works by Berlioz in Lyon and Toulouse. 
French audiences have adopted her as their own, and look forward to her frequent, regular appearances in 
the Opéra de Paris, the Orchestre national de France, Les Arts Florissants, the Théâtre du Chatelet and opera 
houses in Metz, Lyon, and Toulouse. Her recordings have earned plaudits from France and the U.S. (including a 
Grammy award) and her newly-released album of French songs, Un Frisson français, already has critics 
raving. 
 
Ms. Graham performed in the world’s greatest opera houses, from Covent Garden, to the Opera de Paris, to 
the Vienna State Opera. She is especially well known for her roles as Dorabella in Così fan tutte by Mozart, 
Helen of Troy in La belle Helene by Offenbach, and Dido in Les Troyens by Berlioz. 
 
The highest award bestowed by the French government, the National Order of the Legion of Honor was 
founded by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize outstanding achievement in the military as well as in the public 
and private sectors. The Order is made up of five ranks: chevalier, officier, commandeur, grand officier, and 
grand croix.  Recipients are named by decree signed by the President of the Republic. The Legion of Honor may 
be awarded to foreign citizens, though such recognition is relatively rare. American honorees include John 
Ashbery, Merce Cunningham, Renée Fleming, Barbara Streisand, and Elie Wiesel. 
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