
 

 
 

CELINE CURIOL 
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PAUL AUSTER 

AT THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
 
New York, NY-September 19, 2008—French author Céline Curiol will be at the New York Public 
Library this Wednesday, on September 24, in conversation with Paul Auster.  
 
 
VOICE OVER, THE NOVEL 
Voice Over, Seven Stories in September 2008. 
 
THE AUTHOR 
Céline Curiol is a writer and a journalist, who, in 1997, came to New York to work as a correspondent 
for various French media, including Libération, Radio France, and BBC Afrique. She published her first 
novel Voix sans issue in 2007 (Actes Sud), which has since then been translated into fourteen 
languages and is now released in the US under the title Voice Over. Her second novel Permission 
(Actes Sud) and her travel book on Sierra Leone, Route Rouge (Vagabonde), have recently been 
published in France. Originally from Lyon, Curiol lives in New York City, where she is at work on her 
third novel.  
 
THE NOVEL 
A lonely young woman works as an announcer in Paris’s 
gare du Nord train station. Obsessed with a man attached 
to another woman, she wanders through the world of 
dinner parties, shopping excursions, and chance sexual 
encounters with a sense of haunting expectation. As 
something begins to happen between her and the man 
she loves, she finds herself at a crossroads, pitting her 
desire against her sanity. This smashing debut novel 
sparkles with mordant humor and sexy charm. 
(from www.sevenstories.com) 
 
PRAISE 
“Recalls the most disturbing moments in Marguerite 
Duras’s work:strange, sinister and compelling 
novel.” 
—Financial Times  
“An infrared view of Sex and the City, a snapshot plunged 
in an acrid bath.” 
—Globe and Mail  
“With an extraordinary sense of the mechanisms of love 
and the empathy of a saint for the human race, Céline 
Curiol gives us the most original and the best new book of 
the year.” 
—Marie Claire  



 
FRENCH VOICES GRANT 
Voix sans issue was part of the French Voices 2007 collection, which consists in a grant awarded to 
American publishers to help translating recently published French books into English. This program is 
coordinated by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, and French Voices’ voting committee 
brings together publishers, translators and professors.  
For more information: www.frenchbooknews.com/grantsamericanpublishers.php 
 
 
 
NYPL LIVE! CELINE CURIOL & PAUL AUSTER IN CONVERSATION 

 
 
Famous American author Paul Auster wrote Voice Over’s foreword, in 
which he has the most eloquent compliments for Céline Curiol: “Not only 
is it the finest first novel I have read in many years, but it is, quite simply, 
one of the most original and brilliantly executed works of fiction by any 
contemporary writer I know of.” 
 
His last novel, Man in the Dark (Macmillan, 2008), which he will talk 
about during the event at the New York Public Library, enables the reader 
to follow the thoughts of a retired book critic who imagines a parallel world 
in which America is not at war with Iraq but with itself. In this other 
America, the twin towers did not fall, and the 2000 election results led to 
secession, as state after state pulled away from the union, and a bloody 
civil war ensued.  
 
 

 
Céline Curiol and Paul Auster will come together to talk about living 
and writing in a world of ordinary joys, contradictions, and impulses while 
always being capable of the most grotesque violence. 
 
 
Venue: New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street, 
Celeste Bartos Forum 
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 7pm 
Cost: $15 general admission and $10 library donors, seniors and 
students with valid identification 
 
For more information: 
http://www.nypl.org/research/chss/pep/pepdesc.cfm?id=4689 
or Tel 
 
 


