
 

Infinite Light 
Large-Scale Outdoor Art Work at Hunter College 

 
 
 

L. GRASSO PIECE PART OF TO: NIGHT EXHIBITION, 
WHICH ALSO FEATURES WORKS BY C. LEVEQUE 

 
New York, March 21, 2012–In connection with the to: Night exhibition, a work entitled Infinite Light, created by 
French artist Laurent Grasso, spans the exterior of the pedestrian bridges that connect the main buildings at 
Hunter College. This marks the first time an art event of such scale has graced the exterior of the college. 
Infinite Light’s bold presentation acts as a kind of beacon inviting visitors into the galleries, mimicking the 
traditional application of neon for commercial signage used to attract potential customers. 
 

Infinite Light - Neon sculpture by Laurent Grasso 

Location Pedestrian bridges at Hunter College’s main campus 
68th St. & Lexington Ave., southwest corner 

Dates Through December 6, 2008 

 
Infinite Light is a work over 260 feet in length, made up of fluorescent tubes whose bluish tinge is identical 
to the filters used in movie-making to film scenes by day, generally outdoors, that are supposed to be taking 
place at night. In filmmaking parlance, the phrase “day for night” refers to the outmoded illusory process of 
shooting during the day while using filters or a low lens aperture to produce the effect of night. In French, the 
technique is called nuit Américaine (“American night”), referring to this uniquely American innovation as well as 
its liberal use in American Westerns, B-movies, and film noir. A well-known film by François Truffaut from 1973 
titled La Nuit Américaine stars the director and Jacqueline Bisset in a self-referential exploration of filmmaking 
and its real-life consequences. In his work, Truffaut focuses on the slippage between artifice and reality. 
Similarly, in Infinite Light, Grasso attempts to “construct ambiguity in a world where everything is clear and 
oriented” by choosing a concept that entails falsifying the most basic truth—night and day. This is the work’s 
American premiere, it has previously appeared at the Busan Biennale (South Korea) and Le Citadel in St.-
Tropez (France).  
 
Working primarily in video, Grasso gives a cinematic quality to the continuous chain of words as it creates a 
kind of panorama above the street. However, unlike film, Infinite Light makes no effort to present a 
straightforward narrative, but rather indicates the cyclical quality of our daily lives. The neon words crossing 
Lexington Avenue and 68th Street draw attention to the temporal nature of the skyline as the silhouette of its 
architecture emerges and recedes throughout the day’s cycle.  
 
A former ISCP (International Studio and Curatorial Program) resident, Laurent Grasso is one of four finalists for 
the 2008 Marcel Duchamp Prize, which will be announced on the occasion of the Paris FIAC on Saturday, 
October 25, in the Cour Carrée of the Louvre Museum. His works have been exhibited in many prestigious 
institutions and fairs, including the Centre Pompidou (Paris, France), the Biennale of Lyon (France), the Busan 
Biennale (South Korea), the Grey Art Gallery & Swiss Institute (New York, USA), and MIT’s Visual Art Center 
(Cambridge, USA). 



to: Night brings together a selection of contemporary works which explore the theme of night through a variety 
of approaches. Curated by Joachim Pissarro, Bershad Professor of Art History and Director of the Hunter 
College Art Galleries, with Mara Hoberman and Julia Moreno, this exhibition at the Hunter College Art 
Galleries coincides with the Van Gogh and the Colors of the Night exhibition at The Museum of Modern Art. to: 
Night will be on view at both the Bertha and Karl Leubsdorf Art Gallery on Hunter College’s main campus and 
the Hunter College/Times Square Gallery located at the MFA Building in Midtown Manhattan. The exhibition 
features work by over 40 international artists and focuses mainly on works created since 2000, but also 
includes important historical works from the 1960s-90s. 
 
“Night” is taken as a descriptive term which encompasses a wide range of meanings and associations—from 
the literal to the psychological. This vast subject is divided into thematic sub-categories, which range in 
character from romantic to disquieting. Included in these sub-categories are works that relate to, among other 
topics: celestial bodies and star gazing, the effect of night on the urban and suburban landscape, sleep and 
insomnia, the nocturnal impact on color and light perception, as well as surveillance technology and voyeurism. 
to: Night explores the cultural, emotional, environmental, political, and aesthetic implications of the nocturnal as 
represented through a wide range of artistic interpretations and media. Seen together, the works included in 
to: Night offer a rich and diverse portrait of our complex, multi-layered perceptions of night. 
 
Artists featured in this exhibition include Vija Celmins, Gregory Crewdson, Stan Douglas, Spencer Finch, Laurent 
Grasso, David Hammons, Claude Lévêque, Robert Longo, Vik Muniz, John Pilson, Thomas Ruff, Jeff Wall, Andy 
Warhol ... 
 
to: Night Exhibition 
 

Venues The Bertha and Karl Leubsdorf Art Gallery 
Hunter College 
Southwest corner of 68th St. and Lexington Ave.  

The Times Square Gallery 
450 West 41st Street 
Between 9th and 10th Avenues 

Opening Thursday, September 25, 6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, September 25, 7 to 9 p.m. 

Dates September 25 – December 6, 2008 September 25 – November 15, 2008 

Gallery 
Hours 

Tuesday – Saturday, 1 to 6 p.m. Tuesday – Saturday, 1 to 6 p.m. 

 
 
For more information: 
 
Hunter College Art Galleries 
695 Park Avenue 
(212) 772-4991 
www.hunter.cuny.edu/art/galleries 
 
Cultural Services of the French Embassy 
Visual Arts Director 
Armelle Pradalier 
Tel 
Email 

Cultural Services of the French Embassy 
Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 

 


