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France Honors Colum McCann 

 
 
 
 

IRISH AUTHOR TO BE AWARDED ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS 
 

 
 
New York, April 14, 2010—On Monday April 26, Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy, will 
confer upon Colum McCann the insignia of Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters at a reception launching 
the sixth annual PEN World Voices Festival of International Literature. 
 
  

Ireland’s Colum McCann is the critically acclaimed author of two collections of short stories and five novels, 
including This Side of Brightness, Dancer and Zoli, all of which were international best-sellers. His latest novel, 
Let the Great World Spin, won the 2009 National Book Award. A powerful allegory of the September 11 
attacks, it uses the true story of Philippe Petit, a French tightrope walker whose high-wire walk between the twin 
World Trade towers in 1974 stunned New York, as a pull-through metaphor. Colum McCann’s fiction has been 
published in 30 languages and has appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, GQ, and the Paris 
Review. His short film Everything in this Country Must, directed by Gary McKendry, was nominated for an 
Academy Award Oscar in 2005. McCann currently lives in New York with his family and teaches creative writing 
at Hunter College. 
 
 
The PEN World Voices Festival of International Literature will run from April 26 to May 2 
(www.pen.org/festival). It will feature more than 50 events with 150 writers from 40 countries, including several 
francophone writers such as Philippe Djian, Atiq Rahimi and Jean-Philippe Toussaint (who have all three been 
invited by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy), as well as Lila Azam Zanganeh, Alexandre Najjar, and 
Monique Proulx. 
 
 
The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent 
artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to the recognition of French culture in the 
world. The Order is given out twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Among the Americans 
who have received this award are Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, 
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep and Uma Thurman. 
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