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Moroccan Author Abdellah Taia in New York

“SALVATION ARMY” JUST RELEASED IN THE U.S.

New York, October 5, 2009—Abdellah Taia will be in New York from October 20 to 22 and from November 3 to
11 to participate in several events that will be open to the public. His U.S. tour (he will travel to Boston, Los
Angeles, Miami and San Francisco) coincides with the English-language release of his autobiographical novel,
Salvation Army (Semiotext(e), 2009). Recently hailed by his native country’s press as “the first Moroccan to have
the courage to publicly assert his difference," Taia’s calmly transgressive work has “outed” him as “the only gay
man” in a country whose theocratic law still considers homosexuality a crime. The persistence of prejudices on
all sides of the Mediterranean marks Taia’s work, which has been translated into 6 languages.

Tues Oct 20 Lecture—La Naida: Une «Movida» Institute of French Studies at New York University

12:30-2:00pm Marocaine (in French) 15 Washington Mews, New York, NY
http://ifs.as.nyu.edu/page/cultural.program.calendar
Free

Wed Oct 21 An evening by Bidoun and LightIndustry

7:30-9:30pm Semiotexte. A screening of outsiders' 220 36th Street, 5th Floor, Brooklyn, NY

Thurs Oct 22

Visions of Morocco, introduced by
Addellah Taia

Luncheon Seminar with a lecture:

http://lightindustry.org/bidoun
Admission: $7

Maison Francaise at Columbia University

12:00-2:00pm Moroccan literature. Buell Hall, 2960 Broadway
www.columbia.edu/cu/french/maison
Free

Thurs Nov § Reading during a Semiotext(e) Book Bluestockings

7pm (TBC) Release Party 172 Allen St., New York, NY

http://bluestockings.com/events
Free

Salvation Army is a coming-of-age novel that narrates the story of Taia’s life with complete disclosure—from a
childhood bound by family order and latent (homo)sexual tensions in the poor city of Salé, through an
adolescence in Tangier charged by the young writer’s attraction to his eldest brother, to his disappointing arrival
in the Western world to study in Geneva. In so doing, it manages to embody the complex mixture of fear and
desire projected by Arabs onto Western culture.

Abdellah Taia was born in Rabat in 1973. He studied French literature at the University of Rabat before moving
to Paris in 1999. He has written four autobiographical novels in French (including Salvation Army) and co-



authored Maroc, Un certain regard (“Morocco, A Certain Vision”, Editions Actes Sud, 2007). Mr. Taia belongs to
the new generation of Moroccan writers and intellectuals who have broken away from a traditional past, a past of
alienation and submission. This movement is known as the “Moroccan Movida,” the Nayda.

Bibliography
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- L’Armée du salut, Editions du Seuil, 20086, translated into English, Salvation Army, Semiotext(e), 2009
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- Mon Maroc, Editions Séguier, 2000
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