
 

French Warship Arrives with Unusual Cargo –  
5,000 Books for Puerto Rico! 

 
 
 

THE VENTOSE BRINGS FRENCH-LANGUAGE BOOKS 
TO PUERTO RICAN STUDENTS 

 
 

Washington, August 28 – School’s in! A fresh start for a new year: French books from the Embassy of 
France will energize the local French programs in Puerto Rico for the 2008 – 2009 academic year. The FS 
Ventôse, a French destroyer based out of Martinique, will dock into the San Juan Harbor on Friday, 
September 12, 2008, carrying over 5,000 books destined for Puerto Rican students of French. The French 
books, including dictionaries, textbooks, novels and comic books, will be donated to various French language-
affiliated educational institutions, such as the local primary and secondary schools, the French Department at 
the Universidad de Puerto Rico and the library of the Alliance Française de Puerto Rico. 
 
A delegation of students from the Escuela de Educación Bilingüe and the Baldwin School of Puerto Rico, 
along with a representative of the Universidad de Puerto Rico, the new director of the Alliance Française, 
Cyril Anis, and local educational authorities will be welcomed aboard the ship at 2pm on the 12

th
. Following a 

short ceremony during which the students will accept the books on behalf of all the institutions involved, there 
will be a guided-tour of the ship led by the sailors of the FS Ventôse. A reception will crown the day’s events. 
 
The Cultural Services of the French Embassy in Washington, D.C., initiated, coordinated and financed the 
unusual delivery of books donated by the French non-profit foundation, Biblionef. This organization, founded by 
Max Vegelin van Claerbergen—the Dutch ambassador to Surinam in the early 1980s—seeks to be “the link 
between various countries in the field of books as a source of knowledge and development“ by providing, for 
instance, French-language books to individuals throughout the world who would not normally have access to 
these materials. The gift of 5,000 books is meant not only to facilitate acquisition of the French language but 
also to promote cultural understanding between countries. The French Embassy’s contribution comes as a 
result of an increased interest in the French language in Puerto Rico, which has, until now, been held back by 
the real difficulty in finding affordable French language books there. Indeed, the timing of this event could not be 
better: it follows up and supports the educational forum organized by the Alliance Française to celebrate its 70

th
 

birthday on the island in 2007.  
 
The Ventôse will remain moored at Echo Pier until September 15 at the U.S. Coast Guard Base in la Puntilla, 
Old San Juan. The ship, which usually carries out marine law enforcement, various escort duties and diplomatic 
missions but also humanitarian operations, principally in the Caribbean, will be open for visits by those 
Francophiles desirous of taking a tour on board this magnificent ship from September 13 – 14. 
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