
 

High Caliber French Contingent at Performa 09 
 
 
 

FRENCH PERFORMANCES BEGIN ON NOVEMBER 15 

 
 

New York, November 13, 2009—Numerous French artists, more than any other year, have been selected to 
take part in Performa 09, the internationally acclaimed biennial of new visual art performance which began in 
New York City on November 1 and runs through November 22. The first performance by a French artist will take 
place on November 15 with Davide Balula’s The Endless Pace at the 590 Madison Avenue Atrium (though 
works by Pierre Bismuth and Matthieu Laurette have been on display at White Box since November 2 in the 
White Noise III: Pandora’s Sound Box exhibit). Balula will be followed by Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster, 
Cyprien Gaillard, Koudlam, Guillaume Désanges, Loris Gréaud and Aurélien Froment. The performer 
Catherine Legrand will be seen in Deborah Hay’s new work If I sing to You at the Baryshnikov Arts Center and 
a special French-American treat will be the re-enactment of Anna Halprin’s influential Parades & Changes with 
French choreographer Anne Collod and French dancer Alain Buffard from November 18 to 21 at the Dance 
Theater Workshop. 
 
Performa is a unique cross-disciplinary biennial, which mixes and matches art, dance, design, fashion, film, 
music, poetry and even architecture and the culinary arts—a true New York-style melting pot. This year, it will 
showcase works by more than 150 of the world’s most exciting contemporary artists. Presentations will include 
11 new Performa Commissions and, for the first time ever, a Performa Premieres program featuring 6 
remarkable pieces that have never been seen in New York.  
 
French performances and works include (in chronological order): 
 
 

White Noise III : Pandora’s Sound Box 

An original exhibition conceived to activate and destabilize our vision of the global political landscape through 
sound, “Pandora’s Sound Box” can be considered an experiment in associative imagination, which affects 
human thinking, feeling, and acting. A film 30 years ahead of its time, “Pandora’s Box” was banned by Hitler 
upon its release and classified as “degenerate art.” The exhibition in the main gallery space will feature work by 
Pierre Bismuth, Agnieszka Kurant, Matthieu Laurette, Oswaldo Macia, and Carlo Zanni, among others. WBX 
PROJECTS space will feature special installations that rotate each week: Nov 2-8 Diango Hernandez’s 
President’s Secrets incorporates found objects, language, and sound / Nov 8-12 Davide Bertocchi’s Exhaust / 
Nov 12-15 Robert Lazzarini’s Rats / Nov 16-22 A surprise performance by Olaf Breuning. 

Pierre Bismuth lives and works in Brussels, Belgium. In 2005 Bismuth became the first visual artist to win an 
Oscar, for co-writing the “Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind” screenplay. His work has been shown at the 
BFI British Film Institute, Santa Monica Museum of Arts, CA and 2001 CAC Vilnius, Lithuania. 

Matthieu Laurette : This media and conceptual artist works in a variety of media, from TV and video to 
installations and public interventions. His work has been shown at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney, 
Australia; the Stedeljik Museum, Amsterdam, P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, New York, and in the 41st Venice 
Biennial. 

White Box | 329 Broome Street 
Monday, November 2 - Thursday, November 19, times vary  
www.whiteboxny.org  



 

Davide Balula / The Endless Pace 

Davide Balula works in a variety of media including sound, electronic devices and installation. Informed by his 
electro-acoustic training, his visual practice investigates chance encounters, random patterns and the passage 
of time. He has released folk songs and electronic compositions on the French label Active Suspension. The 
Endless Pace is a meditation on the flow of time in a public space. Over the course of one “visual hour”, dancers 
will silently embody the movements of a mechanical clock to demarcate sixty “visual minutes.” 

590 Madison Avenue, Atrium 
Sunday, November 15 12:00pm  

 

Deborah Hay / If I sing to You (featuring Catherine Legrand) 

Deborah Hay’s work If I sing to You features French dancer Catherine Legrand with an all–star cast of New 
York-based female performers/choreographers. This work is about how a dance can become a seamless song 
that arises from the gap between multiple choreographic instances, and where movements and voice keep 
surfacing to lead our consciousness through an authentic experience of time. 

Baryshnikov Arts Center | 450 37th Street 
Tuesday, November 17 - Thursday, November 19, 7:30pm 
www.bacnyc.org 

 

Guillaume Désanges / Three Works 

A History of Performance in 20 Minutes 
Signs and Wonders (Théorie de l’art moderne / Théorème de l’art maudit) 
Vox artisti : His Masters’ Voices 

Guillaume Désanges is curator and art critic, co-founder of Work Method, a Paris-based agency for artistic 
projects. Recent exhibitions include “Jiri Kovanda Vs rest of the World” at gallery gb agency, Paris; De Appel 
(Amsterdam); Centre d’Art Santa Monica (Barcelona); “Child’s Play”, Biennale Periferic (Iasi, Rumania); Nam 
June Paik Center (Korea). 

- A History of Performance in 20 Minutes is a conference which aims at dividing the history of performance 
into 10 gestures: 1 – Appearing, 2 – Receiving, 3 – Holding back, 4 – Escaping, 5 – Aiming, 6 – Falling, 7 – 
Crying, 8 – Biting, 9 – Emptying oneself, and 10 – Disappearing. The form of the conference itself is important: 
the lecturer sits passively while an actor on stage presents the gestures of the performances being discussed. 

- Signs and Wonders (Théorie de l’art moderne / Théorème de l’art maudit) proposes a subjective study of 
some major figures of modern art in the form of a mystical investigation. The work will question the links between 
forms and signs, art and Cabala, nature and culture, coincidences and symbols. 

- Vox artisti : His Masters’ Voices : Working with hundreds of excerpts picked up from sound archives (artists’ 
performances, conferences, interviews, documentaries, etc...), Guillaume Désanges uses the lecture format to 
propose a personal statement about the relationship between the voice and visual arts. 

X Initiative | 548 West 22nd Street 
Wednesday, November 18, 19, 20 2:00pm 
http://x-initiative.org/blog/ 

 



Anna Halprin, Anne Collod & guests / Parades & Changes, Replays 

In 1965, postmodern dance legend Anna Halprin’s Parades & Changes shook the dance world by challenging 
conceptions of nudity, stillness, and the “ceremony of trust” (as Halprin named it) between the performers and 
audience. French choreographer Anne Collod, in dialogue with Anna Halprin and original composer Morton 
Subotnick, is restaging this seminal work, bringing an incredible group of American and European performers 
together to relive this masterpiece in its new form, Parades & Changes, Replays, with Alain Buffard, Vera 
Mantero and DD Dorvillier among others. 

Pre-Show Coffee and Conversation: Nov 18 at 6:30pm 

Post-Show Talk: Nov 20 

Dance Theater Workshop | 219 West 19th Street 
Nov 18 – 21 at 7:30pm  
www.dancetheaterworkshop.org/halprin 

 
Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster and Ari Benjamin Meyers / K.85 

K.85 is a journey for a solo audience. Inspired by Orson Welles’ unforgettable film version of The Trial and 
Martin Scorsese’s After Hours, K.85 is a musical mystery that involves an audience, an orchestra, a little bit of 
magic, and a lot of imagination. In this dark comedy of missed connections, visual artist Dominique Gonzalez-
Foerster and composer and performer Ari Benjamin Meyers collaborate in a new performance that celebrates 
the angst and anxiety, courage, and vision of downtown New York. 

Abrons Art Center | 466 Grand Street (at Pitt Street) 
Wednesday, November 18 - Thursday, November 19, 7:30pm  
www.henrystreet.org 

 

Aurélien Froment / In Order of Appearance 

Aurélien Froment’s interest in the exhibition medium has recently broadened to theater, a field he will explore on 
a large scale for the first time in Performa ’09. In Order of Appearance questions the way of presenting an 
artwork. The presentation takes place amidst architecture made of paper, modeled on the white cube of the 
museum. 

Theatre 80 St. Marks | 80 St. Marks Place 
Saturday, November 21 - Sunday, November 22, 7:00pm  
http://performa-arts.org/blog/youri-dirkx-and-aurelien-froment 

 

Cyprien Gaillard and Koudlam / Deniansky Raion 

In Cyprien Gaillard’s groundbreaking video Deniansky Raion, a view of Belgrade’s futuristic town gate opens a 
triptych where architecture embodies the failure of the modernist social utopia in a brilliant, fascinating 
demonstration: an epic fight between hooligans in a Russian suburb; a grandiose lightshow preceding the 
destruction of a habitation tower near Paris; and a breathtaking flight over a circular ensemble of Ukrainian 
buildings somewhat reminiscent of a concrete, monumental version of Stonehenge. 

The Kitchen | 512 W. 19th Street 
Friday, November 20 8:00pm 
www.thekitchen.org 



 

Loris Gréaud 

Loris Gréaud is a cross-disciplinary artist whose fields of interest and activity range from architecture to quantum 
mechanics, from experimental film to electronic music. His new project was inspired by photo-luminescent 
creatures that flicker to the rhythm of their environment’s sound frequencies in the dark abyss of the ocean and 
produce undersea “light shows.” This project will be launched on November 19, 2009, with fireworks that will 
recreate this bioluminescence, featuring the experimental hip hop group Antipop Consortium. The New York 
premiere of the video will be presented on the MTV screen in Times Square as part of Performa 09. 

Times Square 
Friday, November 20 - Sunday, November 22, 11:59pm  

 
For more information: 
http://performa-arts.org 
www.frenchculture.org  [ Press Section — User Name  :  xxx  |  Password :  xxx ] 
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