
 

France Honors Georges Borchardt 
 
 

LEGION OF HONOR TO BE CONFERRED TO LITERARY AGENT BY 
FORMER CULTURE MINISTER JACK LANG 

 
New York, October 6, 2010—On October 25, former Culture Minister Jack Lang will confer upon Georges 
Borchardt the insignia of chevalier of the Legion of Honor during a ceremony at the Cultural Services of the 
French Embassy in New York. 
 
Georges Borchardt, one of the leading literary agents in the United States, has represented figures ranging 
from General de Gaulle to Jane Fonda. He is a celebrated intellectual in his own right and has a unique 
understanding of the literary developments of the past 50 years. 
 
Through his efforts, more than 2,000 books translated from the French have been published in the U.S., 
including the works of Roland Barthes, Samuel Beckett, Pierre Bourdieu, Marguerite Duras, Frantz Fanon, 
Michel Foucault, Eugène Ionesco, Jacques Lacan, Alain Robbe-Grillet, Jean Paul Sartre, and Elie Wiesel. 
His agency, Georges Borchardt Inc, represents Editions de Minuit and Editions du Seuil in America, and 
continues to make arrangements for about 30 translations from French into English every year. The agency also 
represents renowned English-language authors, such as John Ashbery, T.C. Boyle, Jerome Charyn, Robert 
Coover, Mavis Gallant, Ian McEwan, Claire Messud, Susan Minot, and George Steiner. 
 
Mr. Borchardt grew up in Paris but passed his baccalauréat (the French secondary school examination) in Aix-en 
Provence. He lost both of his parents during World War II (his mother was deported to Auschwitz where she died 
in 1943). He moved to New York in 1947 at age 19 and obtained a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from New 
York University. He has called the city his home ever since (he became an American citizen in 1952). After 
starting his career in 1947 with the Marion Saunders agency, where he was in charge of French books, he 
opened his own agency in 1953, with the support of Paul Flamand, CEO of Editions du Seuil. In 1959, his wife, 
Anne (Bolton) Borchardt (who has translated works by Marguerite Duras and Elie Wiesel) became his 
associate and their daughter Valerie joined the agency 10 years ago. 
 
Jack Lang is a deputy in the French National Assembly and a former Minister of Culture. He has always 
shown a keen interest in literature, and in January 2008 he was elected President of the Institut Mémoire de 
l’Édition contemporaine (IMEC), a national repository for literary archives. Mr. Lang entered politics as a 
Socialist member of the French National Assembly from Paris in 1977. He served as Minister of Culture (1981-
1986 and 1988-1993) and as Minister of Education (1992-1993 and 2000-2002) and founded the Fête de la 
Musique, a massive celebration of music held every year on June 21 during which musicians give free open-air 
performances. Mr. Lang was re-elected to the National Assembly in 2007, representing the Pas-de-Calais 
district, and was named UN Special Adviser on legal issues with regards to piracy in August. 
 
The highest award bestowed by the French government, the National Order of the Legion of Honor was 
founded by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize outstanding achievement in the military as well as in the public 
and private sectors. The Order is made up of three ranks -- chevalier, officier, commandeur -- and two high 
offices (“dignités”) -- grand officier, and grand croix.  Recipients are named by decree signed by the President of 
the Republic. The Legion of Honor may be awarded to foreign citizens, though such recognition is relatively rare. 
American honorees include John Ashbery, Renée Fleming, Barbara Streisand, and Elie Wiesel, as well as 
hundreds of World War II veterans. 
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