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FRANCE TO HONOR
JAMES DAVID DRAPER AND JACK SOULTANIAN
WITH THE
ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS

New York, NY — March 22, 2007— On Tuesday, March 27, 2007, Kareen Rispal, French
Cultural Counselor in the United States, will confer upon James David Draper and Jack
Soultanian the insignia of Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters.

James David Draper, Henry R. Kravis Curator of European Sculpture and Decorative Arts at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and Jack Soultanian, conservator at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, are internationally recognized in the field of European art. They played key roles in the
restoration of the French Embassy’s Marble Boy statue, which has been attributed to Michelangelo
Buonarroti (1475-1564). This statue, which can be found adorning the entrance rotunda of the
Cultural Services of the French Embassy, was examined and restored at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art.

The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres was created in 1957 to recognize eminent artists and writers, as
well as individuals who have contributed to diffusing French culture in the world. The Order is
given out twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Several Americans have received
the award, including Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch,
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep and Uma Thurman.

The statue can be seen free of charge Monday-Friday, from 9:30 to 5:00 pm (closed on holidays).
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