
 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED FOR 
“GREAT EXPLORERS” CONTEST 

 

FRENCH EMBASSY AND QUEBEC DELEGATION CELEBRATE  
FAMOUS FRENCH EXPLORERS OF NORTH AMERICA  

 
It is this art (navigation) that drew me to love the sea at a very young age and that compelled me to challenge its 

treacherous waters all of my life and that made me navigate and follow the coast of parts of America . . .  
 —Samuel de Champlain 

 
New York, March 21, 2012—The French Embassy in the United States and the General Delegation of the 
Quebec Government, in partnership with the American Association of Teachers of French (AATF), organized a 
school contest to celebrate Quebec’s 250th birthday and to honor the famous French explorers of North 
America, in particular Samuel de Champlain, who founded Quebec City and explored the Lawrence River and 
Hudson Bay. The award ceremony took place at the Lillian Weber School for the Arts (P.S. 84) on November 14. 
 
Some 300 grade K–8 Tri-State area students submitted entries that included paintings, graphic novels, maps, 
songs, websites, movies, speeches, costumes of explorers and models of ‘the Big Hermine’ ship. Fifty entries 
were selected by the Embassy’s jury, and prizes worth more than $10,000 were awarded. The winners are: 
 
PRIZE DESCRIPTION 

 
WINNERS 

First Prize Weekend trip to Québec City 
Courtesy of Prométour and the 
General Delegation of New York 

Lucia Pompetti  
M.S. 51 William Alexander School 
Teacher: Brigitte de Wever 

Top Prize 
Grades K to 3 

$500 scholarship Dahlia Edidin-Locke 
P.S. 58 The Caroll School 
Teacher: Christina Hwang 

Top Prize 
Grades 4 to 6 

$500 scholarship Isabella Vieira 
The Melrose School 
Teacher: Saundra Dressler 

Top Prize 
Grades 7 & 8 

$500 scholarship Ryan Giroux                                         Zainab Mahmood 
Woodbury Middle School                      Woodmere Middle School 
Teacher: Kate Peterson                       Teacher: Reyna Jassin 

“Coup de Coeur” 

 
$500 scholarship Matthew Cebulski 

East Woods School 
Teacher: Martine Tawaji 

Teacher’s Prize 

 
$300 gift box of cosmetics 
Courtesy of L’Oréal USA. 

Katie Welch 
M.S. 51 William Alexander School 

45 Third Prizes  
 

Souvenir bags of gifts from 
France and Québec 

Edward Acheampong, Alyssa Assaro, Neil Badlani, Megan 
Belval, Christine Boehm, Saikiran Bomma, Alexis Brooks, Andrei 
Brussenault, Lindsey Cohen, Samuel Cypers, Isabelle Dennis, 
Ibrahima Diallo, Brian Dong, Harris Durkovic, George El-Amir, 
Catalina Feder, Christopher Flamio, Alexandria Fumarola, India 
Futterman, Breanna Glover-Vanrenssellar, Jordan Gurian, Nicole 
Hallak, Jodi Hansen, Ann Hewitt, Nathaniel Hogg, Megan Hoy, 
San ko ko Htet, Lucinda Isaacs, Gabi Lee, Arielle Mion, Merlin 
Neal, Abbey Opderbeck, Brandon Pike, Kapri Pitz, Arthi Ramu, 
Emilie Richard, Isabella Ross, So A Ryu, Shailene Segura, 
Rachel Seropian, Theodora Vika-Santoro, Lucas Wickam, Briana 
Williams, Clara Zander. 

 



The Great Explorers Contest was sponsored by The Alfred and Jane Ross Foundation, The Kristina and Guy Wildenstein 
Foundation, Natixis North America and Prométour. Other sponsors included Putumayo World Music, L’Oréal USA, Artenica 
Inc., L’Artisan Parfumeur, www.b2d2.net, France-Amérique and Abrams Books for Young Readers for their support. 
We wish to especially thank our partners, the Delegation of the Quebec Government in New York and the Association of 
Teachers of French. 
 

For more information: 

www.frenchculture.org  [ Press Section — User Name  :  xxx  |  Password :  xxx ] 
 
 
Education Attaché: 
Fabrice Jaumont 
Tel 
Email  
 

Contest Coordinator 
Claire Rabès 
Tel 
Email 

Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 

 

  
If you would prefer to stop receiving press releases about education-related French events in the U.S., please click 
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