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MMNY is Back: 800 Free Outdoor Concerts on June 21 
 
 
 

MAKE MUSIC NEW YORK HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE ROY HARGROVE, 
NY PHILHARMONIC BRASS, AND AN ISLAND FULL OF PUNK BANDS 

 
 

New York, May 29, 2008—For the second time in its history, New York will be celebrating the beginning of 
summer, Saturday June 21, with Make Music New York (MMNY), a city-wide festival of music held as part of 
the worldwide Fête de la Musique!  
 
First launched in France in 1982, la Fête de la Musique takes place on June 21, the day of the summer 
solstice, every year. During this one day, public spaces become informal musical stages for all alike, turning 
cities into festivals of live music-making. After beginning as an informal celebration, with professional and 
amateur bands playing spontaneously in the streets, it has now become a key cultural event in over 110 
countries. And after just one year, Make Music NY has become the largest such event outside of Europe. 
 
Close to 800 concerts are scheduled this year, with performers ranging from schoolchildren to marquee 
names such as Roy Hargrove, the principal brass of the New York Philharmonic, and singers from the New 
York City Opera. Tamil choral singing, Chinese opera, and Polish songs will reflect the city’s diversity in 
neighborhood events that, like all MMNY concerts, are open to all. Make Music New York 2008 will also include 
more than a dozen block parties—all-day music events on closed-off streets. Since the summer solstice falls 
on a Saturday this year, a major surge in audience attendance is expected: some 250,000 listeners are expected 
to join in the fun. 
 
2008 Highlights: 
 

Classical, Jazz, and Opera Block Party on 64th St. 
 

The block party, on 64
th
 between Broadway and Central Park West, near Lincoln Center, will include 

six hours of music by performers from the American Opera Projects (noon), American Composers 
Orchestra (1 pm), pop/classical fusion ensemble The Infinite Orchestra (2 pm), Jazz at Lincoln Center 
(3 pm), the New York Philharmonic principal brass (4 pm), and the New York City Opera (5 pm). 
 

Governors Island Becomes “Punk Island” 
 

Punk Island will boast thirteen stages of music and no volume restrictions! Listeners will be able to 
reach the island via a special ferry with on-board punk bands, leaving from the Battery Maritime 
Building (adjacent to the Staten Island Ferry terminal). Bands include The Choke, Thriller, NCM, and 
many more. Noon – 6 pm. 
 

Louise Bourgeois – Songs Remembered at the Guggenheim Museum 
 

In anticipation of the Guggenheim Museum’s full-career retrospective of Paris native and artist Louise 
Bourgeois, Works & Process has scoured the streets of Paris to find the most talented performer to 
play some of her favorite songs. Paris Metro accordionist Francois Parisi will perform French children's 
songs, operettas and symphonies by composers such as Claude Debussy and Aaron Copland, jazz 
classics by Duke Ellington and Billie Holiday and French classics. The performance will take place on 
the Guggenheim Museum Sidewalk, Fifth Avenue at 88th Street – 5:30pm. 
 

Tribute to Latin Percussionist Miguel “Anga” Diaz by Legendary Jazz Trumpeter Roy Hargrove 
 

Roy Hargrove will perform as part of a day-long block party presented by the Jazz Gallery, leading a 
new version of his Grammy-winning Afro-Cuban group Crisol. Other acts include Flor Urrutia y Timba 
Jazz, Yosvany Terry, and Gema y Pavel. The street fair will take place at the western end of Dominick 
St. (Varick and Hudson), 1 – 7 pm. 



As well as being a celebration of music, the Fête de la Musique has also become a symbol of international 
solidarity, with music bringing nations closer together. “France's annual Fête de la Musique has inspired day-
long musical holidays in 340 cities around the world, including our own Make Music New York. So we are 
especially happy to launch our second year here at the French Embassy, and are thankful for their generous 
contribution,” explains Aaron Friedman, the founder and president of Make Music New York. 
 
Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy, adds, “We’ve supported Make Music NY from the 
very start, when Aaron Friedman first approached us with his initiative last year, and we are delighted to 
associate ourselves once again with this extraordinary musical event, along with the city of New York. La Fête 
de la Musique is one of France’s most popular exports, and we hope it will become as widespread in the U.S. 
as it is in France.” 
 
Other events of interest: 
 

L Carnegie Hall presents Heritage O.P. at the Zankel Hall entrance (7th Ave. and 56th St.). Heritage 
O.P. is an acoustic percussion and vocal ensemble that fuses the rich cultural traditions and rhythms of 
Africa—from South America to the Caribbean—with African American tradition and modern musical 
trends. Two sets, noon and 1 pm. 

 
L Composers Collaborative, the composer/performer collective whose performance of Terry Riley’s In 
C was a highlight of last year’s MMNY, will present a program of politically-oriented music on a closed-
off block of Cornelia St. (Bleecker and W. 4th St.). Music by Louis Andriessen, Frederic Rzewski, and 
more, performed by Newspeak and others. 6:30 – 9:30 pm. 

 
L The Village Light Opera Company will present a fully staged production of The Music Man on 
Leonard St. (Broadway and Church St.), with piano accompaniment, 2 – 3:30 pm. 

 
L Galapagos and the Music Hall of Williamsburg are taking over North 6th St. (Wythe Ave. and Kent 
Ave.) with 40 eclectic acts on four stages, headlined by DJ XXXchange of Hip-hop/electro sensations 
Spank Rock. Other bands include Ponytail, Power Douglas, Chairlift, The Forms, Fiasco, 
Wakey!Wakey!, and many more. Noon – 8 pm. 

 
A complete listing of events can be found at the website of MMNY’s exclusive online media partner, Time Out 
New York. At www.timeoutnewyork.com/makemusic, interested music lovers can browse festival events by 
starting time, genre, type of venue, and neighborhood to tailor a fascinating itinerary for the day. Metro New 
York, the festival’s exclusive print partner, will produce a complete program to be distributed at concert 
locations, and in the two weeks leading up to the event. Or, you can simply head down the street and follow your 
ears! 
 
 
For more information: 
www.makemusicny.org 
www.timeoutnewyork.com/makemusic 
fetedelamusique.culture.fr 
www.frenchculture.org 
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