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France Honors Francis Greenburger

ARTS PATRON NAMED CHEVALIER OF THE
ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS

New York, May 11, 2009—On May 13, Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy, will confer
upon Francis Greenburger the insignia of chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters in a private ceremony at
Mr. Greenburger's residence.

Francis Greenburger, the founder, chairman, and CEO of Time Equities, Inc., a real estate company with
holdings of over 20 million square feet, is a fervent patron of the arts. Omi International Arts Center, the non-
profit arts colony and educational center that he founded 17 years ago, and whose principal benefactor he
remains, hosts residency programs for visual artists, writers, dancers and musicians from all over the world, as
well as a renowned sculpture park which is open to the public on a 300-acre property in Ghent, New York. Many
French artists have benefited from its residencies, including artists Dominique Figarella, and Camile Saint-
Jacques; writers Frank Smith, and Marc Weitzmann; musicians Philippe Guidat and Stevan Kovacs-
Tickmayer; and dancer Marie Chabert. Mr. Greenburger's own private art collection features many
contemporary works by such acclaimed artists as Helen Frankenthaler (U.S.), Al Held (U.S.), Alain Kirili
(France), Oskar Kokoschka (Austria), Sol LeWitt (U.S.), Kenneth Noland (U.S.) and Bernar Venet (France).

The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent artists
and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to the recognition of French culture in the world. The
Order is given out twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Among the Americans who have
received this award are Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, Richard
Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep and Uma Thurman.
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