EmMBASSY OF FRANCE — PRESS RELEASE

Lafayette Contest for Tri-State Students

CONTEST MARKS 250™ ANNIVERSARY OF
FRENCH-AMERICAN HERO

New York, March 21, 2012—The Cultural Services of the Embassy of France have launched a Lafayette
contest for Tri-State area students in order to celebrate National French Week (November 5-11, 2007) and to
celebrate that most enthusiastic supporter of French-American friendship, the Marquis de Lafayette.

This September 6 will mark the 250" anniversary of Lafayette, who was an early convert to the American cause
in the War of Independence. A true believer in freedom and democracy, he volunteered to serve in the American
army—at his own expense—and became one of George Washington’s closest friends. He also helped secure
France’s official participation in the war, which proved decisive in America’s eventual victory over the British.
Lafayette is one of only 6 individuals to have received honorary American citizenship through an act of
Congress.

The contest is open to all students in the Tri-State Area (Connecticut, New Jersey and New York), from grades K
to 12. Participants will compete in 5 different categories, according to their age, but all will be able to choose
from several different formats. They can either design a flag symbolizing freedom or French-American friendship,
write or record a national anthem, imagine a celebration ceremony for Lafayette’s triumphant 1824 farewell tour
of America (through video, paint, or sculpture), write a speech Lafayette could have pronounced or a dialog he
might have had with George Washington, draw a comic narrating his 1824 tour, build a model of the ship
“Hermione” which brought him to America, or create a doll-size costume he could have worn.

About 2,500 students are expected to participate in the contest. A committee including members of the New-
York Historical Society, the American Association of Teachers and the French Embassy will choose the best five
entries in each category by Friday, November 2, 2007. The committee will be composed of people from different
backgrounds (beaux-arts, fashion, music,...), and will base its decisions on the originality, style and quality of the
artworks. It will select 80 to 100 winners, and 5 super-winners. Each winner will receive a souvenir bag including
books, CDs and a Lafayette 2007 degree. The five super-winners will receive a $500 award each.

The results will be announced on the first day of national French week, November 5, 2007, and an award
ceremony will be held at the New York Historical Society on Friday November 16 at 5:00 p.m, during which
Lafayette himself will make an appearance! The New York Historical Society will also be hosting an exhibit
entitled « French Founding Father: Lafayette’s return to Washington’s America » from November 13 to August
10, 2008.
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