
 

France Honors Olivia Tournay Flatto, Ph.D. 
 
 

SCIENTIST & CULTURAL SUPPORTER NAMED  
CHEVALIER OF THE ORDER OF MERIT  

 
 

New York, March 21, 2012—On Friday December 12, Jean-Louis Beffa, the Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Saint-Gobain, will confer upon Dr. Olivia Tournay Flatto the insignia of chevalier of the Ordre 
national du Mérite (National Order of Merit) in the presence of the Consul General of France, Guy Yelda, and 
the Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy, Kareen Rispal. 
 
Dr. Olivia Tournay Flatto has lent her considerable knowledge and energy to both medical research and 
culture. She is active in the support of New York and French-American cultural activities and serves or has 
served either as a board member or as a patron for many major cultural institutions, including the New York City 
Opera, the New York City Ballet, the Institute of International Education, the French Heritage Society, and the 
French Institute Alliance Française. Currently Vice-Chairman of the American Friends of the Paris Opera 
and Ballet, she has vigorously promoted this renowned cultural institution for the past decade. 
 
Dr. Flatto is also a distinguished cancer researcher. She obtained her Ph.D. in Molecular Biology and 
Genetics from the University of Pennsylvania in 1995, after studying biology in Montpellier and Nice, and from 
1991 to 1996 she worked at the renowned Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. From 1999 to this October, 
she served as President of the Emerald Foundation, which supports basic cancer and kidney disease research 
by providing seed money to young scientists who are not yet funded by the NIH.  She has additionally helped 
support scientific research in New York through the Women & Science program at Rockefeller University. 
 
The Ordre national du Mérite was created by President Charles de Gaulle in 1963. A prestigious French 
award, it honors distinguished service both in the military and civilian fields. The Order consists of three ranks 
(chevalier, officier, and commandeur) and two distinctions (grand officier and grand’croix). Candidates are put 
forward by the different French ministries to the Conseil de l’Ordre, whose ten members—eminent civilian and 
military figures—are designated by the President of France. American recipients of the National Order of Merit 
include Bruce Ackerman, Lindy Boggs, Adrien Brody, Dorothy Cann-Hamilton, Robert Owen Paxton, and Tim 
Zagat. 
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