
 

Festive French Line-Up for Make Music New York 
 
 

WORLD MUSIC ON JUNE 20 – FRENCH ROCK ON JUNE 21 – ALL FREE! 
 

New York, May 26, 2010—One day is no longer enough! This year, Make Music’s francophone line-up, 
presented in association with the Cultural Services of the French Embassy with the support of the French 
Music Export Office, will take place over two days, with a world music-themed SummerStage concert in Central 
Park on June 20 and an evening of French rock at the Hiro Ballroom on June 21. All these concerts will be free 
of charge, as part of the citywide Make Music New York (MMNY) festival on June 21. Inspired by France’s Fête 
de la Musique, an exuberant celebration of music on the Summer Solstice that has become a worldwide 
phenomenon, MMNY will feature free concerts in public spaces throughout all five boroughs all day long. 
 
On Sunday June 20, SummerStage will launch the festivities with an afternoon of francophone world music 
carrying us from Mali, to Haiti, to multicultural France. Starting at 3pm in Central Park, Paris-based Salif Keita, 
“the Golden Voice of Africa," will once again demonstrate why he is one of the most celebrated African vocalists 
of all time, with a career spanning four decades and an influence felt worldwide. He will be followed by Tabou 
Combo, Haiti’s preeminent high-energy dance band, whose fresh interpretations borrow equally from Haiti’s 
traditional drum-heavy carnival music, the meringue of the Dominican Republic, and American R&B and soul. 
Lo’Jo, based in France but with a resolutely international outlook, will wrap things up with its unique blend of 
Berber, gypsy and French folk music. 
 
On June 21, France will rock New York at the Hiro Ballroom with performances by some of France’s hippest 
performers. Sébastien Schuller is an accomplished multi-instrumentalist who balances tantric instrumentals 
with tinges of pop and touches of electronica. La Grande Sophie has won a prestigious “Victoire de la Musique” 
(2005) and a Grand Prix de l'Académie Charles Cros (2010). The singer-songwriter and guitarist refuses to be 
pigeon-holed and describes her style as “kitchen miousic.” General Elektriks is the brainchild of Hervé ‘RV’ 
Salters, a passionate vintage keyboard player who whips up his own take on psychedelia, one where future soul, 
oldschool pop, sampling, indie rock, hip hop and free jazz make sparkles as they collide. Acid Washed DJ is a 
multi-artist collaboration whose brilliant result is a fusion of late nineties filter house and DFA disco anthems. 
 
June 21 will also see free performances by French band Dub Inc at the City Winery (1pm) and at SOB’s (8pm), 
alongside Haitian bands Tiga & Tchaka, Nia and Mr. Reo. Much more than a “French reggae” group, Dub Inc’s 
inspirations range from North African music to hip-hop and give rise to energetic live performances. 
 

June 20 

3–7pm 
FREE 
 

SummerStage 

Rumsey Playfield, Central Park 
East access: 69th St & 5th Ave 
www.summerstage.org 

Salif Keita  
Tabou Combo 
Lo’Jo 

salif-keita.artiste.universalmusic.fr 
www.taboucombo.com 
www.lojo.org 
 

June 21 

8pm 
FREE 

SOB’s 

204 Varick Street, NYC 
www.sobs.com 

Tiga and Tchaka 
Nia 
Mr. Reo 
Dub Inc * 

www.myspace.com/negtiginen 
www.facebook.com/niaonline 
www.myspace.com/MrReo 
www.dubinc.org 

June 21 

8pm-late 
FREE 

Hiro Ballroom 

89 9
th
 Avenue (@17 Street) 

www.hiroballroom.com 

Sebastien Schuller (8pm) 
La Grande Sophie (9pm) 
General Elektriks (10pm) 
Acid Washed DJ (11:30pm) 

www.sebastienschuller.com 
lagrandesophie.artistes.universalmusic.fr 
www.general-elektriks.com 
www.myspace.com/weareacidwashed 

* Dub Inc is also playing at City Winery on June 21
st
 at 1pm (155 Varick Street, www.citywinery.com) 

 

Press Contact : Amaury Laporte      xxx      xxx 

Website : www.frenchculture.org  Press Room username:  xxx  |  password:  xxx 

More Info : www.french-music.org www.makemusicny.org www.timeoutnewyork.com/makemusic 

 


