
 

France Honors Philip Gourevitch 
 
 

WRITER AWARDED ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS  
 
 

New York, January 26, 2011—On Monday, January 31, Antonin Baudry, Cultural Counselor of the French 
Embassy, will confer upon Philip Gourevitch the insignia of chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters during a 
ceremony at the Cultural Services of the French Embassy in New York. 
 
Philip Gourevitch is the critically acclaimed author of three books: We Wish To Inform You That Tomorrow We 
Will Be Killed With Our Families: Stories from Rwanda (1998)—which won several awards, including the 
National Book Critics Circle Award and the Los Angeles Times Book Award—, A Cold Case (2001), and The 
Ballad of Abu Ghraib [originally known as Standard Operating Procedure] (2008). His books have been 
translated into more than a dozen languages. Mr. Gourevitch is also a gifted journalist who has written about 
vital topics ranging from U.S. presidential campaigns, to the Iraq War and the U.N., to the Rwandan genocide 
and its aftermath. He started working as a foreign correspondent in the early 1990s in Asia, Europe, and Africa, 
before becoming a staff writer for the New Yorker in 1997, a position he still holds today. From 2005 to 2010, he 
was Editor of the Paris Review. 
 
The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent 
artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to making French culture known throughout the 
world. The Order is given twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Among the Americans who 
have received this award are Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, 
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep, and Uma Thurman. 
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