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Thousands of Musicians Take to the Streets 
 
 
 

MAKE MUSIC NEW YORK CELEBRATES FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

 
 

New York, April 21, 2008—It’s time to sing the winter blues away! For the second time in its history, New York 
will be celebrating the beginning of summer, Saturday June 21, with Make Music New York, a city-wide festival 
of music held as part of the worldwide Fête de la Musique!  
 
First launched in France in 1982, la Fête de la Musique takes place on June 21, the day of the summer 
solstice, every year. During this one day, public spaces become informal musical stages for all alike, turning 
cities into festivals of live music-making. After beginning as an informal celebration, with professional and 
amateur bands playing spontaneously in the streets, it has now become a key cultural event in over 110 
countries. And after just one year, Make Music NY has become the largest such event outside of Europe. 
 
Indeed, last year, the inaugural Make Music New York festival offered more than 560 free outdoor 
performances throughout all five boroughs of New York City. Nearly 2,000 musicians took part in the one-day 
celebration, representing every musical genre from bluegrass and Hip-hop to Tuvan throat-singing. Concerts 
were held on streets, sidewalks, stoops, plazas, cemeteries, parks and gardens. According to city officials, it was 
one of the largest musical events in New York's history.  
 
And this year promises to be an even greater success! As Aaron Friedman, founder and president of Make 
Music New York, explains, "Six hundred groups have already signed up to produce free, outdoor 
performances, ranging from international stars like Suzanne Vega, to high school rock bands and amateur flute 
choirs, to major cultural institutions such as the New York Philharmonic, Jazz at Lincoln Center, Carnegie 
Hall, the Guggenheim Museum, and ASCAP." The Festival will also receive a major boost from the city of New 
York. Mayor Michael Bloomberg leaves no doubts: “We were delighted to support Make Music New York’s 
debut [in 2007], and we are doing everything possible to make sure that the event is even bigger and better in 
2008 [B]. I encourage New Yorkers and visitors from all around the world to come outside and make music—
and still more history—together in the world’s greatest City.” 
 
As well as being a celebration of music, the Fête de la Musique has also become a symbol of international 
solidarity, with music bringing nations closer together. “France's annual Fête de la Musique has inspired day-
long musical holidays in 340 cities around the world, including our own Make Music New York. So we are 
especially happy to launch our second year here at the French Embassy, and are thankful for their generous 
contribution,” explains Aaron Friedman. 
 
Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy, adds, “We’ve supported Make Music NY from the 
very start, when Aaron Friedman first approached us with his initiative last year, and we are delighted to 
associate ourselves once again with this extraordinary musical event, along with the city of New York. La Fête 
de la Musique is one of France’s most popular exports, and we hope it will become as widespread in the U.S. 
as it is in France.” 
 
The concept is already spreading fast, with the West Coast’s first ever Fête de la Musique—Make Music 
Pasadena—taking place this year in Los Angeles, primarily in the Playhouse District and in Old Pasadena. A 
group of French enthusiasts, in keeping with the event’s grassroots origins, have also launched Boston’s Fête 
de la Musique debut with Make Music Cambridge. Both were inspired by the striking success of Make Music 
New York. In Miami and in San Francisco, bands from France and the United States will play in prime locations 
over the entire day. In fact Miami, one of the first American cities to embrace the concept, will be celebrating its 
sixth Fête de la Musique! 
 



As for New York, over 200 park, sidewalk, and street locations have been approved for Make Music New 
York and are now listed on Time Out New York’s Make Music NY website. The newly revamped website 
makes it easier than ever for performers and organizations to take part in the festivities by serving as a virtual 
matchmaker, bringing musicians together with venues and community groups that are looking to host events. 
Once participants agree on a time and venue, Make Music NY secures all the necessary permits, coordinates 
with the other performers in the neighborhood, and promotes each concert in cooperation with amNewYork and 
Time Out New York. Registration is open to everyone on a first-come, first-served basis, at: 
www.timeoutnewyork.com/makemusic (registration ends May 1!).  
 
For a test drive of the matching site, visit and use the following press log-in: 
Email Address: xxx -  Password: xxx 
 
For more information: 
www.makemusicny.org 
www.timeoutnewyork.com/makemusic 
fetedelamusique.culture.fr 
www.frenchculture.org 
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PRESS CONTACTS – “FETES DE LA MUSIQUE” AROUND THE UNITED STATES: 
 
 
Make Music Cambridge 
www.makemusiccambridge.com 
Press Contact: Alexis Berthier 
Consulate of France in Boston 
Tel 
Email  
 

Make Music Miami 
www.afmiami.org 
Press Contact: Philippe Timon 
Alliance Française de Miami & Fort Lauderdale. 
Tel 
Email 

Make Music Pasadena 
www.makemusicpasadena.org 
Press Contact: Sébastien ROLLAND 
Consulate of France in Los Angeles 
Tel 
Email  
 

Fête de la Musique in San Francisco 
www.facs-sf.org 
Press Contact Sophie Suberville 
French American Cultural Society in San Francisco 
Tel 
Email 

 


