
 

Jack Lang in NY to Launch NYPL Exhibit on 
French Literary Life Under Nazi Occupation 

 
 

FORMER FRENCH CULTURE MINISTER IN NEW YORK FROM APRIL 2-5   
 

New York, March 21, 2012—Former French Culture Minister Jack Lang will be in New York from April 2-5 to 
launch the New York Public Library’s new exhibit, “Between Collaboration and Resistance: French Literary 
Life Under Nazi Occupation.” The exhibition will be unveiled on Thursday April 2 at 6:30pm, at the Humanities 
and Social Sciences Library. Mr. Lang will be attending in his capacity as president of the Institut mémoires de 
l'édition contemporaine (IMEC), a national repository for literary archives which co-organized the exhibit. 
 

Exhibit Between Collaboration and Resistance: 
French Literary Life Under Nazi Occupation 

Location New York Public Library (NYPL) 
D. Samuel and Jeane H. Gottesman Exhibition Hall (1st Floor) 
Humanities and Social Sciences Library 
5th Avenue and 42nd Street, New York, NY 

Dates April 3 through July 25, 2009 

Hours Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Tues-Wed 11 a.m. - 7:30 p.m | Sunday 1-5 p.m. 
Closed federal holidays and Sunday, April 12 

Admission Free 

Contacts www.nypl.org/research/calendar/excal.cfm 
917-275-6975 

 
The defeat of France by Germany in May–June 1940 transformed the lives of French writers and publishers. 
Freedom of expression, almost achieved after centuries of struggle, was now set aside. Writers matter in 
France, and writers were deeply implicated in the changes of 1940. Some of their colleagues were silenced for 
racial or political reasons. How should they respond? Should they collaborate? Resist? Wait and see? Or 
follow some more complicated pathway through the changing course of the war? All of them risked being used 
by one side or another. Yet they were expected, in a nation that placed a high value on its intellectuals, to offer 
moral leadership in a time of doubt and uncertainty. 
 
“Between Collaboration and Resistance” begins with a look at the effects of World War I, the decline of the Third 
Republic, and the installation of the Vichy regime, followed by thematic sections examining everyday life, 
collaboration, resistance, the Holocaust, and international solidarities. It features often unique and largely 
unpublished contemporary documents concerning resistors like Louis Aragon, Jean Paulhan, and Robert 
Desnos; collaborators like Céline, Pierre Drieu La Rochelle, and Robert Brasillach; and writers who changed 
their minds like Paul Claudel. One of the exhibition’s most remarkable items is the manuscript of Irène 
Némirovsky's Suite française. Diaries, manuscripts, books, maps, letters, photographs, and other materials 
are drawn from the collections of The New York Public Library, the Institut Mémoires de l’édition contemporaine, 
the Mémorial de Caen, and other institutions and private collections. 
 
This exhibition was organized by the Institut Mémoires de l’édition contemporaine (IMEC) and The New 
York Public Library, with the cooperation of the Mémorial de Caen. 
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CREDITS 
 
Major support for this exhibition has been provided by The Florence Gould Foundation. 
Support for The New York Public Library’s Exhibitions Program has been provided by Celeste Bartos, Mahnaz 
Ispahani and Adam Bartos, Jonathan Altman, and Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III. 
 
_____________________ 

ABOUT JACK LANG 
 
Deputy in the French National Assembly,  
Former Minister of Culture, Former Minister of Education 
 
Jack Lang was born September 2, 1939, in Mirecourt (Vosges). 
 
He entered politics as a Socialist member of French National Assembly from Paris in 1977. He is best known for 
having served as Minister of Culture (22 May 1981-19 March 1986 and 13 May 1988-29 March 1993) and as 
Minister of Education (3 April 1992 to 29 March 1993 and 27 March 2000 to 5 May 2002). 
 
He was the founder and producer of Festival du Monde in Nancy, France, was director of the Nancy University 
Theatre from 1963 to 1972 and then director of the Palais de Chaillot Théâtre from 1972 to 1974. He is also the 
co-founder and president of the Union of the Theatres of Europe. 
 
In 1982, while Minister of Culture, he created the Fête de la Musique, a massive celebration of music held each 
year  where many amateur musicians give free open-air performances.  
 
He was re-elected to the National Assembly in 2007, and represents the Pas-de-Calais district. He is also a 
member of the Assembly’s Foreign Affairs committee. 
 
On January 16, 2008, he was elected president of the Institut Mémoire de l’Édition contemporaine (IMEC), a 
national repository for literary archives.  
 
For more information about Jack Lang: 
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/13/tribun/fiches_id/1821.asp 
 
__________________ 
For more information: 
www.frenchculture.org  [ Press Section — User Name  :  xxx  |  Password :  xxx ] 
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If you would prefer to stop receiving press releases about literary-related French events in the U.S., please click here or 
simply reply to this message. 
  
If you would like to stop receiving all press releases from the French Cultural Services, please click here. 


