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FRENCH DANCE SPRING IN NEW YORK CITY 
 
 

Three Venues Feature Five French Choreographers  
 
 

New York City, April 2—Spring is in the air and dance aficionados have turned their thoughts to � French 
dancing ! Five troupes will perform in three different venues, offering New Yorkers a wide diversity with over 40 
performances, the largest French Contemporary Dance event in the U.S. since “France Moves” in 2001.  
 
At the initiative of our U.S. partners, “French Dance Spring” brings fourteen French and American 
organizations together in an unprecedented homage to French Contemporary Dance. The Joyce Theater, 
Dance Theater Workshop, and the Cedar Lake Contemporary Ballet will present some of France’s leading 
choreographers—Maguy Marin, Angelin Preljocaj, Thierry Malandain (of the Ballet Biarritz), Heddy Maalem, 
and Rachid Ouramdane—from May 8 to July 10 with the support of CulturesFrance and the Embassy of 
France. Their works and their varied styles demonstrate the dynamism of French Contemporary Dance, known 
worldwide. 
 
First on stage will be Rachid Ouramdane’s “Far6” (“Loin�”) at Dance Theater Workshop from May 8 to 
May 10. His solo performance investigates identity, cultural homes, and conflict. It features diary entries by 
Rachid’s Algerian father, written in Algeria while it was still a French department, and later from Vietnam, where 
he fought for the French army. “Far�” asks, “How does the violence of armed conflict make us foreign? What 
kind of sensitivity is born out of violence?” This is Ouramdane’s second U.S. tour, following his highly successful 
performance of “Discreet Deaths” (“Les Morts Pudiques”) in 2006. “Far�” will also be performed at the Institute 
of Contemporary Art in Boston, May 16 and 17. The tour is supported by The New England Foundation for 
the Art/National Dance Project through FUSED, the French U.S. Exchange in Dance program. 
 
Next the up-and-coming American troupe Cedar Lake Contemporary Ballet will present a new staging of 
“L’Annonciation” by Angelin Preljocaj, starting June 2. Created in 1995, this renowned work for two dancers 
won the New York Dance & Performance "Bessie" Award in New York when first presented in 1996, and has 
since been added to the repertoires of the Ballet de l’Opéra de Paris and the Teatro alla Scala, Milan. In 
“L’Annonciation,” the Virgin Mary encounters an androgynous and strangely fascinating Archangel Gabriel, who 
tells her that she is carrying the Messiah. Preljocaj, a highly regarded French choreographer whose parents 
emigrated from Albania, was awarded the Legion of Honor in 1998. His company has toured extensively in the 
U.S. since 1995 and he was commissioned by the New York City Ballet in 1997. 
 
The Joyce Theater, celebrating its 25

th
 anniversary, will present three French troupes this spring. From June 10 

to June 15, the Compagnie Heddy Maalem will be first with “The Rite of Spring” (“Le Sacre du Printemps”). 
Born to an Algerian father and a French mother in 1951, Heddy Maalem was a boxer and martial artist before he 
discovered his love for dance. “The Rite of Spring” is the third part of an unofficial “African” trilogy which includes 
“Black Spring” and “L’Ordre de Bataille.” In a simple, open white cube, 14 African dancers—from Mali, Benin, 
Nigeria and Senegal—accompanied by a modern rendition of Stravinsky’s “Sacre du Printemps”, create a 
powerful, unforgettable depiction of war in Nigeria. The Compagnie Heddy Maalem will also be on tour this year 
at the Spoleto Festival and at Jacob’s Pillow. 
 
“Umwelt”, which stirred quite a controversy when it opened in Lyon, will be seen at Maguy Marin's regular NYC 
venue, The Joyce Theater, from June 17 to 22. One of the most surprising works by one of France’s most 
outstanding and radical choreographers, it is an unflinching look at the meaninglessness of existence. Nine 
dancers, alone or in groups, continually emerge from and disappear behind rows of mirrored slats to portray 
basic human acts—biting an apple, washing a floor, kissing a lover� Through repetition and accumulation, 
eventually even the most significant actions, pointing a gun or rocking a baby, become banalities. A pioneer of 
contemporary dance who exploded on French scene in the 80s, Maguy Marin has 40 choreographic works to 
her credit. She keeps defying conventions and is the only French choreographer to have received the prestigious 
Samuel H Scripps American Dance Award, in Durham, North Carolina, where ”Umwelt” will also be presented as 
part of the American Dance Festival from June 24 to 25.  
 



The Ballet Biarritz, led by the French choreographer Thierry Malandain with the collaboration of Spanish 
painter Manolo Valdès, will close The Joyce Theater’s season of French Contemporary Dance with two works, 
"L'Amour Sorcier,” by Manuel de Falla, and "Le Portrait de l'Infante" by Maurice Ravel, from June 24 to 
28. For Malandain, choreography springs from music — music is his principal inspiration, his driving force. 
Captivated by the melodies of de Falla and Ravel, he decided to unite the two great composers who mutually 
admired each other and shared a Spanish connection (de Falla was from Cadix, and France’s Ravel was 
strongly influenced by Spain). Ballet Biarritz, based in the Basque country at the border with Spain, with a 
second studio in San Sebastian, has always reflected the region’s rich cultural crosscurrents and continues in 
this tradition. Malandain is the author of over 70 works and has won several dance prizes. 
 
Also marking this Spring season of French dancing, the French Institute-Alliance Francaise (FIAF) will hold a 
series of conferences including a presentation by the Centre National de la Danse (CND), a French institute 
dedicated to creation, promotion and preservation of choreographic work. Dance writer and critic Elizabeth 
Zimmer will present a free video-illustrated “Dance Talks” program at the FIAF on May 21 for The Joyce 
Theater Foundation, to introduce audiences to the choreographers, companies and works that make up The 
Joyce Theater’s “French Collection” (Heddy Maalem, June 10-15; Maguy Marin, June 17-22; Ballet Biarritz, June 
24-28). 
 
Complementing these live events, screening of films from the Cinémathèque de la Danse at The New York 
Public Library for the Performing Arts will take place on May 29, presented by Cinémathèque Director 
Patrick Bensard, an exchange between the Jerome Robbins Dance Division of The New York Public Library for 
the Performing Arts and the Cinémathèque de la Danse in Paris. Additionally, a program of ballet films by 
Dominique Delouche will be shown at the Walter Reade Theater as part of the Lincoln Center Arts Festival 
that runs in July. The program will run July 23 to 27 and Dominique Delouche will be in New York to introduce 
some of his films. Finally a related exhibition of important dance photographs will be featured at the Cultural 
Services of the Embassy of France at 972 Fifth Avenue. 
 
 
 

Director of the Dance and Theater Office: 
Nicole Birmann-Bloom 
Tel 
Email 

Press Attaché: 
Amaury Laporte 
Tel 
Email 

 
 
 

 
 
DANCE THEATER WORKSHOP 
www.dtw.org 
 
One of America’s preeminent performing arts institutions, Dance Theater Workshop identifies, presents, and 
supports independent contemporary artists and companies to advance dance and live performance in New York 
and worldwide. 
 
Dance Theater Workshop      Contact: Jillian Sweeney 
219 W. 19

th
 Street I New York, NY 10011    Manager, Public Relations 

Box Office: 212.924.0077      Tel: xxx 
         Email: xxx 
Rachid Ouramdane 
“Far6” 
May 8-10 
Thurs – Sat at 7:30pm 

 



************** 
 

CEDAR LAKE CONTEMPORARY BALLET     
www.cedarlakedance.com       
 
Cedar Lake is a contemporary ballet company committed to bringing attention to the talent of emerging 
American choreographers and the presentation of international artists less known to American audiences. 
Focuing on performances in its New York theater, Cedar Lake will provide a comprehensive environment for 
their support and the continued development of dance. 
 
Cedar Lake         Contact: Glen Wielgus 
547 West 26

th
 Street (betw. 10

th
 and 11

th
)     Tel: xxx 

June 2-14        Email: xxx 
Evening performances at 8 pm - Saturday matinee at 2 pm 
To order tickets: www.smartTix.com  
Or call: 212-868-4444 
 

************** 
 
THE JOYCE THEATER 
www.joyce.org 
 
This summer will cap off the magnificent 25

th
 Anniversary Season of The Joyce Theater with dance offerings 

including the exciting French Collection of three diverse dance companies from France and the return of the 
wildly popular Pilobolus, among others. There will be two premieres supported in part by The Joyce’s 25

th
 

Anniversary Commissioning Initiative, which provided $25,000 grants to 25 renowned companies, and the 
continuation of Celebration Sundays: tickets to Sunday evening performances during the entire season for $25. 
For more information, please visit www.Joyce.org.  
 
The mission of The Joyce is to advance the art of dance and choreography in all its richness and variety and to 
encourage, sustain, and educate a diverse audience. The Joyce serves a broad-based national and international 
dance community, and oversees two of New York City’s leading dance venues: The Joyce Theater, an afford-
able, 472-seat, state-of-the-art theater in Chelsea; and Joyce SoHo, a dance center that offers three fully 
equipped studios at highly subsidized rates for rehearsals and performances to independent choreographers 
and nonprofit dance companies.  
 
The Joyce Theater         Contact: Billy Zavelson 
175 Eighth Avenue I New York, NY 10011       Richard Kornberg & Associates 
Box Office: 212-242-0800          230 West 41

st
 Street, # 1305 

            New York, NY 10036  
            Tel: xxx 
            Email: xxx 
Compagnie Heddy Maalem 
June 10 -15 
Tue-Wed 7:30pm; Thu-Fri 8pm;  
Sat 2pm & 8pm; Sun 2pm & 7:30pm HUMANITIES: Wed, June 11 
  
Compagnie Maguy Marin 
June 17-22  
Tue-Wed 7:30pm; Thu-Fri 8pm; Sat 2pm & 8pm; Sun 2pm  
HUMANITIES: Wed, June 18 
  
Ballet Biarritz – Thierry Malandain 
June 24 – June 28 
Tue-Wed 7:30pm; Thu-Fri 8pm; Sat 2pm & 8pm 
HUMANITIES: Wed, June 25 



 
 

************** 
 

FIAF – FRENCH INSTITUTE-ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE   Contact: Mark Rizzo 
22 East 60th Street       Communication Director 
Wednesday, May 21 at 7:00pm:      Tel: xxx 
         Email: xxx 
 
“Dance Talks”—Dance writer and critic, Elizabeth Zimmer, presents a video-illustrated Dance Talks program for 
The Joyce Theater Foundation to introduce audiences to the three choreographers, their companies and the 
works that make up The Joyce Theater’s “French Collection” (Compagnie Heddy Maalem, June 10 – 15; 
Compagnie Maguy Marin, June 17-22; Ballet Biarritz, June 24 – June 28) 
The evening is offered free in conjunction with The Joyce Theater Foundation’s presentation of The French 
Collection. Zimmer writes for Dance Magazine, Metro, and other publications here and abroad 
 
 

************** 
 

THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY     Contact: Rima Corben 

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS      Tel : xxx 
Bruno Walter Auditorium         
40 Lincoln Center Plaza 
New York, NY 10023 
 
Films from the Cinémathèque de la danse, Paris 
May 29, 6 pm 
Tel for information : (212) 642-0142. 
No reservation ; First come, first served. 

 


