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France Honors Béatrice Dupont

FORMER GIVENCHY PRESIDENT NAMED CHEVALIER OF THE LEGION OF HONOR

New York, Monday, September 13, 2010—On Monday, September 20, French Ambassador Pierre Vimont will
confer upon Béatrice Dupont the insignia of chevalier of the Legion of Honor.

Béatrice Dupont, who moved to the U.S. from France at the age of 22, distinguished herself in the field of
luxury goods, playing a strong role in the promotion of French fashion and style in America. After starting as a
salesperson in Yves Saint Laurent's New York boutique, she became its manager at the age of 25, and was
named vice-president of Yves Saint Laurent USA in 1969. In 1984, she launched her own company, Béatrice
Dupont Home Textiles, which imported luxury home furnishings from France for major U.S. department stores.
She also advised French exporters eager to introduce their luxury products to America. In 1990, she sold
Béatrice Dupont Home Textiles to become Christian Dior’s chief merchandiser, and a year later she was named
the company’s vice-president. In 1997 she became president of Givenchy, Inc, a position she held until 2002,
before focusing once again on her work as a consultant for luxury companies.

In addition to her professional activities, Béatrice Dupont has for the past 40 years been, and continues to be, an
active board member of the French American Aid for Children. A 71-year-old New York-based non-profit, the
French American Aid for Children provides financial assistance to abused, disadvantaged or sick children in the
United States, France, and other parts of the world through health, education and abuse prevention programs
administered by vetted children’s charities. Mrs. Dupont is also very involved in promoting her native city of Lille.

The highest award bestowed by the French government, the National Order of the Legion of Honor was
founded by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize outstanding achievement in the military as well as in the public
and private sectors. The Order is made up of five ranks: chevalier, officier, commandeur, grand officier, and
grand croix. Recipients are named by decree signed by the President of the Republic. The Legion of Honor may
be awarded to foreign citizens, though such recognition is relatively rare. American honorees include John
Ashbery, Renée Fleming, Barbara Streisand, and Elie Wiesel, as well as hundreds of World War Il veterans.
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