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France Honors Robert O. Paxton
With the Legion of Honor

HISTORIAN IS A LEADING AUTHORITY ON FRANCE DURING WORLD WAR Il

New York, March 21, 2012—On April 2, Guy Yelda, Consul General of France in New York, will confer upon
Robert O. Paxton the insignia of officier of the Legion of Honor. Former Culture Minister Jack Lang nominated
Mr. Paxton for the honor, which was granted as part of the presidential contingent, with President Nicolas
Sarkozy commending Mr. Paxton’s services and attachment to France. The ceremony will take place in the
presence of Mr. Lang himself, who is in New York to attend the opening of the New York Public Library’s new
exhibit, “Between Collaboration and Resistance: French Literary Life Under Nazi Occupation,” co-curated
by Mr. Paxton.

Robert O. Paxton, the Mellon Professor of Social Science emeritus at Columbia University, is an American
historian who has become one of the world’s leading authorities on France during World War Il. He is best
known for his 1972 book Vichy France, Old Guard and New Order, 1940-1944, in which he argued that the
Vichy government, believing Germany’s victory was definitive, actively sought to collaborate with the occupier,
and was not merely a reluctant partner succumbing to Nazi pressure. By challenging French orthodoxy and
shedding new light on a dark period of history, Mr. Paxton encouraged France to reexamine its past and to begin
healing its wounds.

Mr. Paxton’s other books include: Parades and Politics at Vichy (1966); Europe in the 20th Century (3rd. edition,
1997); Vichy France and the Jews, with Michael R. Marrus (1981; reissued 1995); De Gaulle and the United
States, edited with Nicholas Wahl (1995), and French Peasant Fascism: Henry Dorgere's Greenshirts and the
Crises of French Agriculture, 1929-1939 (1997). His latest book, The Anatomy of Fascism, came out in 2004.

The highest award bestowed by the French government, the National Order of the Legion of Honor was
founded by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize outstanding achievement in the military as well as in the public
and private sectors. The Order is made up of five ranks: chevalier, officier, commandeur, grand officier, and
grand croix. Recipients are named by decree signed by the President of the Republic. The Legion of Honor may
be awarded to foreign citizens, though such recognition is relatively rare. American honorees include John
Ashbery, Merce Cunningham, Renée Fleming, Barbara Streisand, and Elie Wiesel, as well as hundreds of World
War Il veterans.
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