
 

France Honors Karole Armitage 
 
 

RENOWNED CHOREOGRAPHER AND DANCER NAMED 
COMMANDEUR OF THE ORDER OF THE ARTS AND LETTERS  

 
 

New York, March 18, 2012—On March 4, Kareen Rispal, Cultural Counselor of the Embassy of France, will 
confer upon Karole Armitage the insignia of Commandeur of the Order of Arts and Letters after the opening 
night performance of Armitage Gone! Dance’s Think Punk!, an evening-length program at The Kitchen 
celebrating 30 years since her first New York season. 
 
Karole Armitage was dubbed the “punk ballerina” by Vanity Fair in March 1986, and she continues to push the 
limits of classical technique to its extremes, in both energy and speed. Although strikingly modern, her 
choreography is influenced by her ballet training and the Balanchine aesthetic, which permeated the first 
company for which she worked (Ballet du Grand Théâtre de Genève, Switzerland). Armitage created her first 
piece, Ne, in 1978, followed by Drastic-Classicism in 1981. But she first received national and international 
attention with a 1984 commission from Mikhael Baryshnikov for the American Ballet Theater, followed by a 
commission from the Paris Opera Ballet under Nureyev’s direction. Her career flourished in Europe, and she 
was the resident choreographer of the Ballet de Lorraine in Nancy, France, from 1999 to 2002. In 2005, she 
formed a full-time dance company, Armitage Gone! Dance, in New York. 
 
Over the years she has collaborated with some of the most distinguished contemporary designers and visual 
artists, including Jean-Paul Gaultier, Christian Lacroix, David Salle and Jeff Koons. She has also done the 
choreography for two films and for music videos by Madonna and Michael Jackson. Her work has received 
numerous awards and has been the subject of two documentaries in 1985 and 1995. 
 
In Gone! Dance’s Think Punk!, which will run from March 4-14 at The Kitchen, Armitage’s company will present 
selections from her landmark works as well as the world premiere of Mashup. Mashup is inspired by the work of 
French Situationist philosopher Guy Debord, especially his The Society of the Spectacle. It is a choreographic 
representation of his notion of détournement, which turns alienating forces into something personal and free. 
 
The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Order of the Arts and Letters) was created in 1957 to recognize eminent 
artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed to the recognition of French culture in the 
world. The Order is given out twice annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Several Americans have 
received the award, including Paul Auster, Ornette Coleman, Agnes Gund, Marilyn Horne, Jim Jarmusch, 
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Meryl Streep and Uma Thurman. 
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